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Yeltsin faces bloody hostage battle 



Eye of the storm: Two of the Chechen 'Lone WotT commandos (above left) who last night vowed to fight i» the end', while up to 3,000 hostages remained at gunpoint inside the hospital (above) and security forces were set to intervene 


Political crisis for Kremlin after Chechen gunmen hold 3,000 civilians inside hospital 
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HELEN WOMACK 

Moscow 

A bloody battle between Russ- 
ian troops and Chechen gun- 
men, with thousands of civilian 
hostages caughl in the cross-fire, 
appeared inevitable last nigbL 

President Boris Yeltsin faced 
political humiliation and a pro- 
tracted hostage crisis after a 
gang of Chechen gunmen 
seized up to 3,000 civilians and 
barricaded themselves inside a 
hospital in a the small southern 
Russian town of Kizlyar. 

Fierce gun-battles were re- 
ported on (he streets last night 
after two of the hostages were 
said to have been executed. The 
raiders fired from hospital win- 


dows, using patients as human 
shields, while 4,000 Russian 
troops encircled the town. 

In a virtual re-run of an at- 
tack further north last June, a 
band of 600 gunmen, belonging 
to the “Lone Wolf” commando, 
slipped across the Chechen 
border early yesterday and 
pounced on the town three 
miles inside the neighbouring 
territory of Dagestan. 

An enraged Mrt Yeltsin was 
shown on television accusing his 
border guards of “sleeping". He 
ordered his Security Minister. 
Mikhail Barsukov, to take “the 
most resolute measures” to end 
the crisis. The raid is a personal 
disaster for Mr Yeltsin. Thirteen 
months after he launched a 


military assault on the break- 
away Chechen republic, and 
eight monLhs after first declar- 
ing victory in the murderous war 
which ensured, he faces a pro- 
longed and bloody confronta- 
tion which could destroy his 
hopes of re-election in" the 
presidential elections oexL June. 

The Chechen sang repeated 
the daring assault on the town 
of Budennovsk last summer, 
which ended in Russian capit- 
ulation amid near-farce. They 
rounded up residents from their 
homes and herded (hem into 
the town's central hospital com- 
pound. Moscow officials spoke 
of 1.000 hostages but local po- 
lice put the figure at 3,000. 

Anxious women hostages 


pleaded tearfully for an end to 
their ordeal as masked gunmen 
swore they would fight to the 
end. Television crews filmed 
dozens of men, women and 
children hostages, some of them 
still attached to intravenous 
drips. A gunman, standing over 
his prisoners and brandishing an 
assault rifle, said: “We have 
nothing to lose. We are here to 
the end.” 

About a dozen people were 
killed in the initial assault on the 
town. “The wolves have come 
to you.” the rebel leader, 
Salman Raduyev. told Russian 
authorities in a radio message. 
“Withdraw troops from Chech- 
nya or civilians will be shot." 

Although Dagestani officials 


tried to negotiate with the 
raiders, two hostages were re- 
ported to have been executed 
yesterday afternoon. Fierce 
fighting then broke out, but its 
scale was not dear. 

In Moscow, Mr Yeltsin raged 
at the failure of his army to pre- 
vent the incursion into Dages- 
tan, a multi-ethnic region on the 
shores of the Caspian Sea. In a 
tirade broadcast on television, 
he accused ministers of learn- 
ing nothing from the crisis last 
June when Chechen fighters 
barricaded themselves into the 
hospital in Budennovsk. “We 
have been dealt another blow ” 
he fumed. 

The raiding party is report- 
ed to be part of a group called 


the “Lone Wolf”, founded last 
year by Salman Raduyev, the 
son-in-law of rebel leader 
Dzhokhar Dudayev. Quite 
apart from crossing the border 
with Dagestan, (he assault force 
is thought to have left the rebel 
strongholds in the mountains 
and smuggled itself through 
100 miles of Russian-controlled 
Chechnya. 

Back in June, despite pres- 
sure for a tough response to the 
hostage-taking, Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin was al- 
lowed to negotiate an end to the 
nightmare in Budennovsk. 

Hundreds of civilians were re- 
leased unhurt after Moscow 
promised to open peace talks 
and allow the gunmen safe pas- 


sage back to their hideouts in 
the mountains of Checlmya. 

This time Mr Yeltsin is like- 
ly to heed the hawks, but end- 
ing the crisis will not be easy. A 
former anti-terrorist chief said 
he believed the troops would 
have to storm the hospital. 

But just as the Kremlin is like- 
ly to be in a mood to use force, 
the Chechen rebels can be ex- 
pected to be more intransigent 
as a result of their experiences 
after Budennovsk. The talks set 
up by Mr Chernomyrdin in 
June produced a deal that the 
Chechens would disarm in re- 
turn for a withdrawal of Russ- 
ian troops from their territory. 
This was violated on both sides. 

Checbeu chaos, page 8 
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Nuclear industry may be worthless why Are You shamed 


TOM WILKIE 
and MARY FAGAN 

The Government may gat just 
£800m from the privatisation of 
the nuclear industry, less than 
a third of the £2.6bn it is hop- 
ing for. according to one of the 
leading experts in Britain on 
energy policy. 

Britain's most modem nu- 
clear reactors might even be 
worthless, according to an 
analysis drown up by Gordon 
MacKen-on, of Sussex Uni- 
versity. and Mike Sadnicki, 
an operational research 
consultant. 

City analysts share their con- 


PC ‘smuggled gold* - 

A policewoman helped her fa- 
ther in a DOm gold-smuggling 
operation through the Channel 
ports, a court heard. Page 3 

Golfer’s ‘swing* 

A champion woman golfer was 
dubbed “Muhammad AIT after 
punching a dub member from 
his bar stool for allegedly 
stroking her thigh, in industri- 
al tribunal was told. Page 3 

Today's weather 

Sunny with showers in Wales 
and western England. Fine in 
eastern areas after early fog has 
cleared. Section Two, page 25 


cem that the costs of repro- 
cessing spent nuclear fuel and 
of decommissioning power sta- 
tions in the future mean the sale 
may actually be made at a loss. 
Spent fuel which wfl] cost some 
£3bn to reprocess is already 
sitting in cooling ponds at 
Sellafield. 

Although the research was 
commissioned by two avowed- 
ly anti-nuclear organisations. 
Friends of the Earth and 
COLA; the Consortium of Op- 
posing" Local Authorities, - 
its publication today will be 
a blow to the Government’s 
privatisation hopes because 
Dr MacKerron is regarded as 


an independent authority on 
the finances of the nuclear 
industry. 

One City analyst, who asked 
not to be identified, said. “It is 
quite possible that the net pro- 
ceeds will not add up to much 
at all - if anything. The prob- 
lem is that no one has a clear 
handle on what the liabilities wfl] 
be. It is also entirely unclear 
what the capital structure of the 
industry wul be." 

A new company, British En- 
ergy, has been set up zb run the 
most modem reactors - the Ad- 
vanced Gas-cooled Reactors 
(A GRs) and the Sizewell B 
Pressurised 'tt&ter Reactor - in 


preparation for privatisation. 
The unsellable Magnox reactors 
are being left in the public 
sector. 

Mr Sadnidd said, “It is ex- 
tremely hard to put a valuation 
on British Energy. Our best es- 
timate is that the figure is small 
and positive. But if we use our 
assumptions and the nuclear in- 
dustry^ own accounting con- 
ventions then we gel negative 
£2.6bn.” 

A spokesman for British En- 
ergy said the Financial Ser- 
vices Act prevented the 
company from giving a detailed 
response. “We will in the end 
have to be judged by investors 


and others on our track record. 
That will be published later as 
an integral pan of the privati- 
sation process and that's the 
time at which a fair and bal- 
anced assessment can be 
achieved.” he said. 

Barclays de Zoete Wedd, 
which is acting as financial ad- 
viser to the Government, de- 
clined to comment. One 
independent City analyst de- 
scribed the Sussex University re- 
port as “an interesting academic 
exercise but one which is based 
on assumptions which may not 
be plausible." 

The Government faces a fur- 
ther headache over exactly how 


to deal with the ageing Magnox 
plants. John Guioncss, chair- 
man of British Nuclear Fuels, 
has demanded financial guar- 
antees on decommissioning be- 
fore he will accept the 
Government's proposal that 
his company takes over the 
plants . 

Dr MacKerron is one of two 
expert advisers to the Commons 
Trade and Industry Select Com- 
mittee investigating nuclear pri- 
vatisation. 

The committee wfl] question 
nuclear industry executives and 
the merchant bankers James 
Cape! on privatisation later 
today- 


Former LWT chief to chair BBC 


MARIANNE MACDONALD NFC, the former National 

Media Correspondent Freight Cbrporatkm,wiU receive 

a £63,670 salary for the four- 
Sar Christopher Bland, the for- day-a-week job, which he said 
mer chairman of LWT will sue- was his “most challenging by a 


ceed Marmaduke Hussey as 
chairman of the BBC board of 
governors in a move timed to 
coincide with the coiporation’s 
new charter. 

The 57-year-old who was 
told of his appointment seven 
days ago wfl) start duties on 1 
April. Yesterday he vowed to 
fight to .retain the BBC licence 
fee and to maintain the corpo- 
ration's independence. 

“The most important job of 
the chairman of the governors 
is to preserve its independence 
and impartiality. It's a quite dif- 
ferent role to that of chairman 
of a normal company," he said. 

Sir Christopher, who chairs 


long way” 

The announcement yesterday 
came earlier than expected. Mr 
Hussey’s five-year term of ap- 
pointment was due to end on 5 
November 1986. 

Government sources claimed 
that his premature step-down 
was not connected to the in- 
terview given by the Princess of 
Wales to Panorama. It had 
emerged that Mr Hussey had 
deliberately been kepi in the 
dark about it by John Bin, the 
director-general. 

Mr Hussey is said to have mer 
John Majon the Prime Minis- 
ter, two years ago, in order to 
warn him that he would not 


wish to continue as chairman 
when the new charter came into 
effect. 

This was agreed last summer, 
when the search began for his 
successor. Names in the frame 
also included Sir David Scho- 
ley, a merchant banker, Lord 
Owen, former leader of the 
SDP, and Sir David Puttnam, 
the ffitn producer. 

Sir Christopher is a known 
and respected broadcaster after 
chairing LWT from 1983 to 
1994, when it was taken over by 
Granada. It was there that he 
befriended Mr Birr, who was di- 
rector of programmes. 

His appointment is likely to 
be greeted with relief by BBC 
staff, who have viewed “Dukie", 
as he likes to be called, as an 
out-of-touch and old-fashioned 

grandee. 


Virginia Bottomley, the 
National Heritage Secretary, 
welcomed the announcement 
and warmly applauded Mr 
Hussey for having guided the 
BBC through “testing but nec- 
essary reform”. 

“Marmaduke Hussey’s tire- 
less stewardship has ensured 
that the BBC's traditions of 
quality programming will help 
guide British broadcasting into 
the digital future. Sir Christo- 
pher Bland is an outstanding 
successor,” Mrs Bottomley 
added. 

However, the Labour Party 
protested about the way the ab- 
sence of consultation about Sir 
Christopher's appointment 
warned of the need for him to 
maintain an independent 
stance. 

Bluff patrician, page 2 
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By Your 
Mistakes 
In English? 

A SIMPLE technique 
for acquiring a swift 
mastery of good English 
has just been 
announced. It can dou- 
ble your powers of self- 
expression. It can pay 
you real dividends in 
business and social 
advancement, and give 
you added poise, self- 
confidence and personal 
effectiveness. 

The details of this method 
are described in a fascinat- , 
ing book, “Good English — 
the Language of Success”, 
sent free on request. j 

Respect 

Many people do not ' 
realise how much they 
could influence others sim- 
ply by speaking and writ- < 
ing with greater power, { 
authority and precision. { 
Whether you are present- j 



ing a report, training a 
child, fighting for a cause, 
making a sale, writing an 


essay, or asking for a rise ... 
your success depends upon 
the words you use. 

Now the right words are 
yours to command! A 
unique new system of self- 
instruction speedily gives 
you a thorough grounding 
in every aspect of effective 
English — grammar, vocab- 


Shamed By Your English? 

ulary. reading, writing and 
speaking. 

Never again need you fear 
those embarrassing mis- 
takes. Yon can quickly and 
easily be shown how to 
ensure that your speech 
and writing will be crisp, 
clear, correct. You can enor- 
mously increase your 
vocabulary, speed up your 
reading, enhance your pow- 
ers of conversation. 

What’s more, good English 
commands respect. It can 
help you to cut through 
many barriers to social, aca- 
demic and business success. 

Free 

7b acquaint all readers of 
The Independent with this 
easy-to-follow method for 
developing a mastery of 
English, we, the publishers, 
have printed full details in 
a fascinating book, u Good 
English — the Language of 
Success", sent free on 
request. No obligation. 
Simply fill in and return the 
coupon on Page 8 (no 
need even to stamp your 
envelope!, or write to: 
Practical English Prog- 
ramme (Dept. IDE06J, 
FREEPOST 246, London 
WC-LA 1BR. 
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Bypass protesters rise to first victory 


DANNY PENMAN 

Protesters against the Newbury 
bypass celebrated a first round 
victory yesterday when they 
prevented contractors from 
starting work on the road. 

The constructors had spent 
weeks making plans to establish 
two secure compounds on the 
bypass route in Berkshire - to 
serve as equipment stores - and 
more than 500 security guards 
had been hired to keep away 
protesters while they are built. 


Before dawn yesterday, ac- 
tivists from the Third Battle of 
Newbury protest group block- 
aded the guards into their own 
compound when 20 campaign- 
ers erected and scaled 150 high 
steel tripods in the only lane 
leading to where the guards 
were stationed, on a farm near 
Sulhamstead Abbots, 15 miles 
east of Newbury. Seven 
coachloads of security guards 
were left stranded. 

The previous night a nation- 
al telephone information net- 


work was activated to summon 
anti-roads protesters to New- 
bury. They hoped that blocking 
the road from the farm would 
delay the security guards to 
allow more protesters to reach 
Newbury. 

But they were more success- 
ful than they anticipated. The 
tripods were finally moved nine 
hours later when the protesters 
made way for an ambulance for 
two sick security guards. By then 
it was too late for construction 
work to begin. 


During the day, some of the 
contractors decided to press on 
and prepare the ground for 
the compounds but the con- 
struction teams were turned 
back by protesters without 
incident. 

Jai, one of the activists, said 
they had scored a "total victo- 
ry”. Tom RiaH area manager for 
Reliance Security, the firm sup- 
plying the guards, said they 
were unfazed by the protesters' 
actions. “We were surprised 
but we know there are going to 


be delays. It’s inevitable but it's 
nothing we've not come across 
before,’' he said. 

By last night several hundred 
protesters had arrived at the 
camps along the bypass route. 
A transit camp has also been 
established for campaigners. 
There are now 12 camps along 
the route. 

Last night the campaigners 
were preparing their plans for 
todays actions. Several teams 
set out to prepare roadblocks at 
strategic points. They hope to 


delay the security guards again 
which will allow more people to 
reach Newbury. 

They are also continuing 
their court actions to prevent 
evictionsirom a network of tree 
houses and tunnels. 

The Department of Transport 

was told yesterday by the Third 
Battle of Newbury’s solicitor, 
Liz Lougfrnm, that it risks con- 
tempt of court proceedings if it 
approaches the camps too 
closely. A full bearing of the 
eviction proceedings is due to 


begin on 26 January. Ian i Bfair. 

assistant chief constable o 

names Vhlley pobce, sad he 
was preparing for a tong series 
of protests but stressed police 
would-be “bipartisan - 

“We are neither for the by 
pass nor against it. We are for 
jaw and order and we will 
ensure that this is the case oyer 
the days, weeks and months 

ahead,” he said. 

Four people were arrest en 
yesterday. Two were released 
without charge- 


Labour hits 
at £300m 
NHS lay-offs 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

The National Health Service has 
spent more than £3Q0m on re- 
dundancy payments over the 
past five years as the Govern- 
ment's NHS reforms have tak- 
en effect, figures released by the 
Labour Patty- yesterday show. 

Payments have risen almost 
ten-fold from £11.7m in 1990- 
91, the year before the reforms, 
to £1 13.8m last year, with more 
in the pipeline following the or- 
der by Stephen DorreU, the Sec- 
retary of State for Health, to the 
NHS to cut £130m from its bu- 
reaucracy' in the coining year. 
The £500m total is enough to 
rovide all the services that 
anchester health authority 
buys in a year. 

The figures come from Par- 
liamentary answers by Gerald 
Malone, the Minister of Health, 
to Alan Mil bum. Labour health 
spokesman, who claimed the re- 
dundancy bill was “sapping the 
health service's ability to deliv- 
er for patients". 

The Department of Health 
said the costs were "the result 
of the war on bureaucracy” 
which was leading to millions of 
pounds being released for pa- 
tient care. The abolition of the 
regional health authorities 
alone will release £150m a year, 
a departmental spokesman said. 
Last year, NHS Trusts ac- 


M 



Malone: Commons answer 


counted for the majority of 
pay-offs at £75m, while the 
progressive merger of health au- 
thorities with family health ser- 
vice authorities into new health 
commissions helped account 
for £24m. 

Last year. Mr Malone told 
Mr Milburn that the largest sin- 
gle factor in district health au- 
thority payments was the 
closure of psychiatric hospitals 
as mental health services were 
organised into care in the com- 
munity. Among the Trusts with 
the largest redundancy bills, a 
key factor was reviews of the 
skill mix of staff. 

The biggest single pay-out 
was made by the troubled South 
Birmingham health authority 
which over two years spent 
£8m on redundancy. 

Among Trusts, the Central 
Middlesex has spent £3.4m, the 
Wellhouse, also in Middlesex, 
£3.1 m while the merger of Guy's 
and St Thomas's contributed to 
a £3.1 m redundancy bfll. 

The scale of the payments fol- 
lows criticism of the amounts 
some trusts have spent in re- 
dundancy packages for senior 
managers. The Cheviot and 
Wansbeck Trust in Northum- 
berland last year spent £524.000 
- enough to provide 150 hip re- 
placements - making its chief 
executive redundant, while the 
Greenwich and Burnley trusts 
spent £200,000 and £250.000 re- 
spectively in compensation pay- 
ments to their departing chief 
executives. ' 

Mr Milburn said yesterday 
that “only this government 
could make multi-million pay- 
offs apriority at a lime when the 
NHS is crying out for more doc- 
tors and nurses. Even its pa- 
thetic attempt to cut down on 
bureaucracy has ended up cost- 
ing the taxpayer a fortune”. 

The Department of Health 
said the redundancies had con- 
tributed to a higher proportion 
of NHS staff than ever before be- 
ing engaged in front-line care. 



Pelting or bust: A 1932 Aston Martin 1.5 litre International belonging to Gerry Archer leading entrants in the Paris to Pelting vintage car rally 
at Brooklands race circuit in Surrey yesterday Photograph: Dillon Bryden 


Women shortlists ‘in effect dead’ 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

Labours policy of reserving 
parliamentary seats for women 
seemed in effect dead yesterday, 
as legal experts cast doubt on 
the party's immediate declara- 
tion that it was "almost certain" 
to appeal against Monday’s rul- 
ing that the policy is unlawful. 

One lawyer with experience 
of industrial tribunal cases said 
he thought Labour's chances of 
overturning the derision on 
appeal were “not good”. 

Peter Jepson. the part-time 
law lecturer who brought the 


case against the party, warned 
yesterday that an appeal against 
Monday’s ruling by Leeds In- 
dustrial Tribunal would be a 
“running sore" over the coming 
months, in the run-up to a 
general election. 

Stephen Grosz, an employ- 
ment law specialist with the so- 
licitors Bmdmaus, said an 
appeal would probably be tak- 
en under a fast-track procedure 
for urgent matters of public in- 
terest. “The Employment Ap- 
peals Tribunal might take notice 
of the fact that there might be 
an election fairly soon,” Mr 
Grosz said. An “expedited” ap- 


peal case could be heard with- 
in one month, but might run for 
six months. 

Another lawyer described 
Sir John Mummery, president 
of the Employment Appeals Tri- 
bunal which would hear the ap- 
peal, as a “loose cannon, 
seriously unpredictable”. But 
some Labour sources said that 
a defeat on appeal would com- 
pound the party’s embarrass- 
ment, and Tony Blair, the 
Labour leader has. in any case, 
always been unenthusiastic 
about the women-only policy’. 

Labour has suspended its 
remaining 14 women-only 


selections while it decides 
whether to appeal, and will 
come under pressure from 
activists in a number of con- 
stituencies, where an all-woman 
shortlist has been imposed, not 
to do so. 

But the position of most of 
the 34 women already selected 
from women-only shortlists is 
not affected by Monday's ruling, 
as most of their selections are 
now “out of time". Men can only 
challenge those chosen in the 
last three months. 

The three women candidates 
whose selections were chal- 
lenged by Mr Jepson and his co- 


appellant, Roger Dyas-EIliott. 
also appear to be safe. Al- 
though Mr Jepson said yester- 


day he thought the selection 
process should be re-run in the 
London seats he sought. Re- 
gent's Park and Kensington 
North, and Brentford and Isle- 
worth. both he and Mr Dyas- 
Elliou said they would support 
the candidates already chosen. 

‘Ann Keen is an excellent 
candidate for Brentford and 
Isleworth, who I know person- 
ally," he said. Bur, because the 
process had been ruled unlaw- 
ful the party should run a fresh 
contest, be added. 
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Lifestyle finked to 
Alzheimer’s disease 

Scien lists have estabfisbed a To* 
between lifestyle habits, and 
lbs; onset of Alzheimer s dis- 
ease, it W3s revealed. * 
Preliminary findings from a 
team in the US, published in 
Atheimcr’s Research, suggest 
that people are more fikety to 
contract the disease at an ear- 
ly age if they smoke heavajfc For 
heavy smokers witb -a tow^. 
uetic risk of getting the disease, 
there seemed to be a Imk be- 
tween the onset of Alzheimer’s 
and alcohol Bui the pfeturc was 
reversed for non-smo kers w ith 
3 high genetic susceptibility 
where three drinks a. day. ap 
-peared to delay the disease. 

The results, from scientists a 
the Department of Neurology 
at Boston University School of. 
Medicine, were describedas 
“verv significant” tty the 
Alzheimer's ResearcfrTri^ 

Sams; new charges 

Michael Sarns. spviog fifefo 
the murder of Julie Dart anffthc 
kidnap of Stephanie Sbttx<J$to 

be charged with the attempted 

murder and false jmpri son^ 
of a probation officerduragj 
surgery for prisoners in TVibe. 
field jail. Julia Flack the wife 
of the Archdeacon of ftmte- 
fracL suffered nect in/uriesin 
the incident last October. ;= 

BBC’s Christmas jgy 

The BBC scooped nine ofthc 
top 10 places in the Christinas 
Day ratings, acconffng (awak- 
ing figures, with a speriardoo- 
ble edition otEostenders fefldng 
the top two slots with 223rf 
lion and 19.5 nultion viewers. 
TTV secured fourth stot wilh 
Coronation Street, which at- 
tracted 17.4 mflifod viewers. 

Car tax fraud 

Staff cuts at the Driver and 
hide Licensing Agency hayeled 
to a rise in car tax evasion, says 
a report by the National Audit 
Office. Evasion has risen from 
3.5 per cent of revenue is-die 
1980s to 4.1 per cert,: repre- 
senting £163m. while staff have 
been cut 4 per cent to 2,600. 

Correction 

Adrian Berry is the science 
correspondent of The Daih 
Telegraph . and not its industri- 
al reporter, as reported in The 
Independent of 4 January. - 
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You don’t have to be a Direct Lnte customer to apply for a Persona/ Loan- 1 — 


Want a cheaper 
Personal Loan? 

Don’t bank on the 
big three banks. 

Good new if you’re looking tor a quick and efficient. And to save you even more 
loan. You cm borrow between £1.000 and money there’s no arrangement fee. To quality* 
D ' rcct Linc 3 cost. you simply have to hold a comprehensive 

Whatever you want to buy we can lend a hand. motor insurance policy with any insurer. 
As you'd expect trom Direct Linc die service is Give os a call. We're waiting to beat the banks. 


LOANS OVER 1* MONTHS WITHOUT REPAYMENT PROTECTION 


LENDER 
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36 MONTHLY 

TOTAL 

of loam 
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£3,000 

U.1% 

CI0UI 

£3,6*3.24 


£*,000 

u^% 

£20246 
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ajuo 

17.9% 

CI0L4X 

£3X11.12 

£6,000 

I7J9W 
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£3,000 

IS- 9% 

£103.77 
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££.000 

I4J9% 

£204. VS 

£7,379-28 


0,000 

ISM 

£103.26 

£3.717.36 


£hj000 

I4-S% 

£203.95 

£734220 

APRS comet at 04/01/96. 



0181 680 9966 


0161 831 9966 


0141 248 9966 


LONDON 


MANCHESTER 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME Sam to 8pm Monday Go Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Ptene quota rot IND1 


AhwuI Lom* pfxwMatf trrOfc*** Ube financial Serriou Unite* 41* VfaM Ktgtas Sonet. «a«ow G2 2BQ. Lams 
am waltaMi) frmn £1,000 to £15,000. -You must bm aped a. or m bam a regular income (and ham a current 
m motor touranbayoBcy). Warea a nm rtibttodwteoMrapptotkiw. Flame not* low farhoBfeya 
a repayable over not morn than I * montte. Rapajrmantx are payatda monthly by tames riabfc. APS eariaa dapantfag 
i the twm and amount et. dm loan. Written quotation am mihUa on reqond. Direct Una and dm red tokphena 
■ the trade marts «f Dime* Un« Inmnem pk add wd v«i tlm penntnaon of Direct Line Invarne pte.- 
Paryma added Nlfhona mils Wlbamo u i d ad and dm racar dlng htyt tam re. 


THE INDEPENDENT ABROAD i 


Austria . . . 
Belgium .. 

Cranes 
Cupna .... 
DenmaA. .. 
Jnshfiep .. 

France 

Genian* .. 
Greece . .. . 
Uoetntarg 


. .ScMO 
. .BftSO 
. -PS3S0 
-KT20 
■ ArlS 
:.\.45p 
...ftW 
. iwi 
.IM5D 
.. Jf60 


HTares.. F5XB 1 

taf/ . .", /.Ujwj 
Vane *a ..Sier&l 

Lisa..-. .*3esrsJ 

ftwi hteiO i 

Patt«S! . :~be525 I 

Soar P53G0! 

Saaasn. Sm 2C j 

swce^re.SK.saJ 
USA 33.CC : 


orasEwswoupnoxs i 
Art man, 13 wets: iurace £110 ifrira 1 •Wi- 
fe Eaa. Amerca, Wr-a ad Wa! US4.03- Zse 
2 JfirEaSanJ tflsaaM) Dt&TC. fc mt teas 
send chape pavsbe o'Jetwsca fererretyi Ue- 
daSeiM9BialD43MAart)autl3necnc3A9i3 
ora«»D»eW71-538S2fia Cst-sra rears 
BaCKSSTES 

Batt Esuesdthebdnsen*nfOT3».aS8 ficrr 
fisHwc Matsfupss. miatxnr 09SS -=C2-;55- 


Marianne MacDonald profiles the outgoing BBC Chairman and his successor 

Bluff patrician’s 
‘no-nonsense’ 
management 


*4 


i 


Marmaduke Hussey, 72. has 
said himself that he was amazed 
when, as he carried out an in- 
determinate and undemand- 
ing executive post at Times 
Newspapers, begot a telephone 
call from Douglas Hum, the 
then Home Secretary, asking 
him to be chairman of the 
BBC. 

It was September 19S6; be 
had almost no experience of 
broadcasting and little idea 
what the job involved. “What 
about a brief?” he asked. 
"Ybu’h find out when you get 
there,” Hurd chuckled. 

Hussey certainly did. He ar- 
rived amid a complacent bu- 
reaucracy. demoralised by poor 
leadership and sniping' from 
the Thatcher government. 

His solution was to fire the 
then director-general Alasdair 
Milne. The move in 1987 
earned him loathing from the 
staff -who blamed him, and still 
do, for the brutal manner in 
which he went about it. 

It did not help when he an- 
nounced in July 1991 that 
Milne’s successor. Michael 
Checkland, would be replaced 
by his deputy, John Bill, in 
March 1993 - creating a 21- 
month vacuum at the top. 

Hussey steam-rollered ob- 
jections to Birt's appointment, 
and this annoyed staff too, af- 
ter he became irresistibly asso- 
ciated with the cuts to the BBC. 

Yet over the last two years, 
even Birt is said to have become 
fed up with him. Hussey ruffled 
his feathers by criticising the 
decision to screen John Major's 


r. 


j,MARMAKIKE HUSSEY 

Panorama interview, in Scot- 
land, three days before the 
local elections. 

He also observed in 1994 that 
the BBC had slipped from the 
moral high ground in its search 
for sensational news. Most ir- 
ritatingly, he was among the 
BBC governors who criticised 
Bin last year, after discovering 
a two-year, £55m redundancy 
programme bad apparently left 
the corporation with more staff. 

Hussey is a bowed giant who 
walks with difficulty following 
the amputation of his leg 
during the Second World War. 

His wife, the former Lady Su- 
san WaJ degrave, is a lady-in- 
waiting to the Queen, which 
made his position rather sticky 
after the screening of that in- 
terview with the Princess of 
Wiles - except Birt made it crys- 
tal dear that Hussey had not 
been told about the programme 
beforehand. 

Mrs Hussey is also the sister 
of William WhJdegrave, the 
Chief Secretary to the Treasury, 
which gives her an entree to the 
highest political circles. 

Hussey’s manner is bluff and 
patrician, but despite bis false 
modesty and his insistence that 
colleagues call him “Dukie” 
(most refuse on principle) 
insiders maintain that he con- 
ceals a mind of some briUranoe. 
He is the only chairman of the 
BBC’s governors - there have 
been 17 in irs history - lo have 
served a second term. 



Candidate who 
neatly met all 
the job criteria 


Sir Christopher Bland 
(above) and ‘Duke’ Hussey 




One thing seems certain: the ap- 
pointment of Sir Christopher 
Bland will be viewed as good 
news by staff at the BBC, by 
John Birt, the director-general 
of the corporation, and by Tony 
Blair, (he possible future prime 
minister. 

The appointment was made 
by the Department of Nation- 
al Heritage, which looked 
'throughout the second half of 
last year before settling on Sir- 
- Christopher, who had all along - 
been a front-runner. - - 

They wanted someone with 
commercial experience (to take 
the BBC into its digital fu- 
ture): with regulatory experi- 
ence (the main job of the 
governors is to regulate the 
corporation) and broadcasting 
experience. 

‘ Sir Christopher, 57, neatly 
had all these qualifications. He 
is a chairman of several lazge or- 
ganisations, notably the Ham- 
mersmith and Charing Cross 
NHS Trust, NFC, the former 
National Freight Corporation, 
and Life Sciences, a scientific- 
equipment group. 

He gained regulatory expe- 
rience when he served as deputy 
chairman of the Independent 
Broadcasting Authority (which 
became the Independent Tele- 
vision Commission in 1 991) for 
most of the 1970s. 

He is also deputy chairman 
of Nyncx Cable Communica- 
tions - from which he will re- 
sign - and chaired LWT when 
ti was acrimoniously taken over 
by Granada, which left him at 
least £9m richer. 


h 


He was already very rich, af- 
ter having masterminded 
LWT’s franchise application in 
1991. It made millionaires of 
many of its senior manage- 
ment; some observers viewed it 
with distaste. . 

-' The son of aSbeJl esecutive. 
Sir Christ optetr was born in 
■ Tapan^dJ ed^ridina dicchi'IH- 
bobd before going to school at 
- Sedbuigb. -m Yorkshire, which 
ran- a regime of cold baths. 

National service and Oxford 
University were followed by 
spells at Currys and Singer 
sewing machines, culminating in 
his move to ; LWT in 1984, 
where he developed his repu- 
tation for not suffering fools 
gladly. ' 

He is keen on fishingand ski- 
ing, and his impressive Win- 
chester home Is also the scene 
of many parties, with guests in- 
cluding John Birt 
He has earned die reputation 
of being work-driven. 

When asked why he .had ac- 
cepted the chairmanship of 
NFC (at £200,000 a year) when 
he was already a multi- mil li nn, 
aire he said simply. “They asked 
me.” 

It wiU be interesting to'see 
how Sir Christopher comes to 
gnps with the newly conxmer- 
dalised BBC especially given 
the opinion of- Greg Dyke. the 
partner witii wftom be ranl^WE 
When Sir Gnistopber shout- 
ed. he said, tiie'best jdea was to 
shout back. 
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PC ‘helped father in 


£20m gold conspiracy’ 


u!Jf l iJT?SS ,,he| P edh "fc- 

tner m a £20m operation to 

fro?R r”™ 1 * oId h*E 

uom Belgium to Britain 
through the Channel ports a 
com was told y«ierdny? m ' 

•nSSSP** 1 ® Ga more.25, 
aUegediy travelled with her fa- 
ther to the Continent "every 

S nn We ^ end ” 10 bri °S back 

the one-kilograin bare. 

Kmghtsfridge Crown Court 
3*® “*[? to on each occasion 
me bullion was concealed in care 
and never declared to Customs 
and H«sse for Value Added Tax 
purposes. 

. fr was then sold on by others 
involved in the 18-month con- 
spiracy, possibly making more 
than £3ra profit in the process 
because of the VAT that was 
then paid by the new owners, it 
was alleged. 

Ms Gilmore. 25. of Bridg- 
north, Shropshire, and another 
alleged courier in the operation 
Sumnder Kumar, 32, of Sutton 
Coldfield, West Midlands, denv 
a joint charge of conspiracy to 
cheat by evading payment of 
VAT on the imported bullion. 

Pfeter Rook QC, for the pros- 
ecution, told the jury that Ms 
Gilmore's father Michael, 53, of 
Craithie, Aberdeenshire, had 
admitted his part in the affair. 

Normally, because the price 
of gold was the same across the 
world, it did not make com- 
mercial sense to import it from 
abroad, he said. It only proved 
profitable when gold could be 
obtained from a tax-free source, 
smuggled abroad and then sold 
on with VAT added on. 

Mr Rook said Belgium nor- 
mally imposed only 1 per cent 
VAT on the precious metal, but 



Law on trial: PC Lucy Gilmore denies smuggling charge 


it was the Crown's case the 
smugglers avoided paying even 
that by pretending the real pur- 
chaser was an overseas busi- 
nessman trading from Dubai. 

He said Mr Gilmore, one of 
a number of couriers, was ac- 
companied to Belgium by his 
daughter, who was stationed at 
Telford in the West Midlands at 
the time, on at least four occa- 
sions towards the larterend of 


the conspiracy, which was end- 
ed in January 1993. 

“It is the prosecution's case 
that when she accompanied 
her father she knew what was 
afoot and she was thereby as- 
sisting her father as courier,” Mr 
Rook said. 

He alleged Kumar was "one 
of the most prolific couriers", 
taking cash abroad and bring- 
ing gold back. 


He acted as a “trusted lieu 
tenant" to his elder brother. Jee- 
van Kanda, “the moving spirit 
behind this fraud”. 

Both men, he said, were in- 
volved in the jewellery business 
in the Midlands. Both Kanda 
and his girlfriend, another al- 
leged courier, were now some- 
where abroad. 

Investigators had failed to dis- 
cover the precise destination of 
the gold after it arrived in 
Britain, although Ms Gilmore 
allegedly wld her former 
boyfriend, Robert Davis, that its 
eventual destination was Birm- 
ingham. 

Mr Rook said Mr Davis, a tri- 
al witness, would tell the court 
how she travelled to Belgium 
with her father as often as 
every other weekend. 

Mr Rook said that in one of 
her letters to her then boyfriend 
Ms Gilmore spoke of a trip to 
Belgium being a "change from 
my normal tedious routine" 
which would "give me a tittle ex- 
tra cash”. 

"Why would Lucy Gilmore 
be receiving a little extra cash 
for going on a trip with her fa- 
ther?" he asked. 

Mr Rook said all the gpld was 
paid for in cash in Belgium, with 
a Birmingham deposit box be- 
ing used to keep it in before the 
purchases were made. 

A total of 107 gold purchas- 
es had been made in 
Belgium, Mr Rook said, after 
which it was smuggled by feny 
or hovercraft through Dover 
and Sheerness using Audi and 
Volvo care. Forensic tests re- 
vealed traces of "high purity” 
gold in a number of the cars. 

The trial continues today. 


Woman golfer 
labelled ‘Ali’ 


after punch-up 


A champion lady golfer was 


lampio 

dubbed “Muhammad Ah" after 
punching a club member from 
bis bar stool, an industrial 
tribunal heard yesterday. 


matters between Mrs Vaughan 
and Mr Price, 49, who strenu- 


ously denies touching her. 
“There was a bad 


The story quickly spread of 
e Phil omen a 


how the blonde 
Vaughan swung into action 
when John Price, a business- 
man, allegedly stroked her thigh 
at a trophy presentation cere- 
mony. 

Jean Evans, a part-time 
assistant at the Dewslow Golf 
Gub shop, which Mrs Vaugh- 
an managed, told the Cardiff 
hearing of jokes that were made 
about the incident afterwards. 

"Philomena was laughing 
about it," said Mrs Evans. “She 
was talking to a shop rep and 
saying members were calling heT 
Muhammad AIL That's how 
word got around other clubs.” 

Mrs Vaughan, 42, a mother 
of four, three times club cham- 
pion and a county player, was 
later sacked for gross insubor- 
dination, the mbunaJ has heard. 

She is claiming unfair dis- 
missal and sexual discrimination 
by the £450-a-year Dewslow 
Club at Caerwent, Gwent, 
where she had worked for five 
years. Hex case is being backed 
by the Equal Opportunities 
Commission. 

Jonathan Harris, a partner in 
the fanrily-nm dub with 800 
members, agreed that he had 
also chuckled at first when told 
about the incident - but that he 
then realised the implications. 

After rumours and gossip 
about the row, the club man- 
agement had tried to settle the 


bad atmos- 
phere and something needed to 
be done about it,” said Mr 
Harris. 

Mis Vaughan was suspended 
from playing golf at the club 
but kept her job at the shop, 
pending an investigation. 

Although there was no dis- 
pute that Mrs Vaughan had 
struck Mr Price, the club had 
been unable to find any wit- 
nesses who saw what caused the 
incident, said Mr Harris. 

Die tribunal beard she was 
dismissed two months later, 
after launching a "tirade of 
abuse” against Ehwyn Harris, 
the club committee chairma n. 

She was also alleged to have 
called the club's ladies’ captain 
Mary Fuller an “old bitch” 
after being told she would no 
longer be allowed to collect a 
trophy on behalf of the dub. 

Giving evidence, Mrs Fuller 
said Mrs Vaughan had been a 
friend. Their relationship had 
soured because Mre Vaughan 
had mistakenly believed she 
was taking the management's 
side, the tribunal heard. “1 told 
her that 1 was laches’ captain and 
bad no responsibility whatso- 
ever to management on em- 
ployment matters. I said I would 
never be responsible for her 
losing her job." 

Mre Y&ughan, a 14-handicap 
golfer, of Rogiet, near Newport, 
is expected to give evidence 
when the hearing resumes 
today. 


Police investigate 
death of Scottish 


football stalwart 


JOHN McKIE 


Police and gas engineers were 
last njght investigating the deaths 
at home of the captain of Scot- 
land's leading First Division 
football team and his girlfriend. 

Nome McCathie, 34, and 
Amanda Bums, 26, a hair- 
dresser, were found dead on 
Monday evening at McCathie's 
home in Fife; when McCathie's 
business partner John Watson 
and a friend, Geoffrey Menzies, 
became worried after he missed 
training on Monday. 

They broke into the farm cot- 
tage in Crossford at around 6pm 
to find the pair fatally poi- 
soned by gas fumes. Post- 
mortem examinations yesterday 
showed that both died of car- 
bon monoxide poisoning and 
gas engineers we re last night ex- 


amining the cottage. Fife police 
said there were “no suspicious 
circumstances". 

Watson and Menzies were ac- 
companied by Julie Gillies, 
daughter of the chib director 
Andrew Gillies. On Sunday, 
the Scottish Sunday Mail re- 
ported that she was pregnant 
with McCathie’s child, some- 
thing he denied. 

Fans and players paid tribute 
to McCathie, who played for 
Dunfermline Athletic for the 
past 15 years, captaining the side 
for the last eight He helped the 
dub to promotion three times, 
including two seasons in the 
Scottish Premier League, and 
led the side out at Hampden in 


the 1991 League Cup Fund. 
Nest Tuesday he had been 



Amanda Bums: Found 

dead in farm cottage 


due to make his 500th League 
appearance in a Dunfermline 
shirt. The club, which tops the 
Scottish First Division, post- 
poned last night's away fixture 
against Dumbarton, and Sat- 
urday's home game against 
Clydebank also looks doubtfuL 
The two pubs in the area owned 
by McCathie were also closed 
last night as a mark of respect 

Jim Leishman, a former 
Dunfermline manager, said yes- 
terday: "He was a winner as weD 
and he was like a rock in our de- 
fence. To be with one dub for 
15 seasons is rare these days 
and he was a hero with the 
Dunfermline fans." 

The club secretary, Paul 
ITMello, said: “There is just ab- 
solute devastation here today. 
He was like the bricks of the chib. 
We are all just devastated." 


Take a right at the Doors . 



take left at the Carpenters 





. and end with Elton John 





RICHARD SMITH 


A farming community is trying 
to solve a bizarre mystery which 
has left a tiny village swamped 
with wacky road signs dedicat- 
ed to pop stare. 

It all started after Tbny Dale, 
a fanner, innocently put up a 
makeshift warning sign saying 
Mud" on the main road 
through Preston on Wye, near 
Hereford. Soon afterwards, an- 
other sign appeared nearby 
bearing the word "Sfaowaddy- 
waddy”, and during the past 
three weeks more than 30 
home-made signs have sprout- 
ed up on a rule-long stretch 
of road through the village 
(population 250). 

They include: a pair of jeans 
hanging from an oak tree with 
a sign saying "Swinging Blue 


Jeans"; a pile of sand, mixed 
with driftwood and pebbles 
bearing with the words “Sandie 
Shaw”; the lower half of a tai- 
lor's dummy wearing knickers 
and a pair of Wellington boots, 
labelled “Nancy Sinatra"; a 
lavatory sprayed with the word 
"Loolu”; and a sign pointing to 
a field full of swedes which says 
“Abba". 

The caper even extends to a 
sign greeting motorists with 
the words “ELO and welcome 
to Preston". 

Almost every day villagers 
wake to find new signs have 
sprung up. but no one knows 
who is responsible. 

"It all started because the 
farmer who put up the Mud sign 
didn't include the words ‘on 
road’,” said Mike Smith, a local 
builder. “So some witty bugger 


stuck up sign saying Showaddy- 
waddy who were Mud's rival 
band in the Seventies. 

“Since then the signs have 
been getting more and more 
witty. The great thing about it 
is nobody knows who is behind 
ft- Some people have said its 
dangerous because motorists 
are slowing down to read the 
signs. But this is the best traf- 
fic calming measure Preston has 
ever had" 

One of the prime suspects is 
the local councillor Harry Han- 
cox, 64, a retired BT engineer. 

“For some reason they keep 
blaming me but I'm definitely 
not guilty," he said. 

“I think most people find it 
very amusing but I suspect the 
last act will be made by the po- 
lks or the highway authority 
ordering the Move." 


M&S 


may sue 
on ‘child 
labour’ 
claims 


STEVE BOCGAN 

Chief Reporter 


Marks & Spe ncer and one of its 
suppliers were considering 
legal action yesterday over 
allegations that children as 
young as 14 were employed to 
make their products. 

Au M&S executive was 
dispatched to Morocco to 
investigate claims made in 
Monday’s World Inaction doc- 
umentaiy that child labour was 
being used and that clothes 
made there were later labelled 
“made in the UK". 

Lawyers for the retailer and 
for Desmonds, a Londonderry- 
based supplier, were e xamin ing 
the allegations with a view to 
issuing a writ for defamation. 
Both companies reacied furi- 
ously, arguing that the misla- 
belling was a simple mistake and 
that the child labour allegations 
were “simply untrue". 

The programme challenged 
M&S’s public assertions (hat it 
carefully vets suppliers to ensure 
they comply with the highest 
standards of manufacture and 
employee welfare and that most 
of its' products are British- 
made. 

Researchers found that some 
nightwear labelled “made in the 
UK", supposedly by Desmonds, 
was in fact made at Sicome SA, 
in Morocco. 

Worse for the manufacturers. 
World In Action claimed to 
have interviewed children who 
were employed at the factory 
even though they were only 14. 

M&S immediately went on 
the offensive, describing the 
programme as "slanted and 
distorted in making unproven 
allegations which were unsup- 
ported by the pictures actually 
shown." 

It went on: “For these alle- 
gations to be true, there would 
have to have been deliberate 
collusion to mislead us . . . 
Marks & Spencer has never ex- 
ploited child labour. The com- 
pany considers the use of child 
labour abhorrent, and would 
never countenance it. 

“As for suggestions that 
Marks & Spencer misrepre- 
sents the proportion of its mer- 
chandise which is British-made, 
the company's last annual report 
clearly stated that M&S sold 
£5 Jbn of British made goods in 
1994/95 (78 per cent of British 
sales). 

“lit fact, there have been 
only four incidents of misla- 
belling in the last five years - 
representing only £310,000 out 
of total sales of nearly £18bn." 

Denis Desmond, chairman of 
Desmonds, said that one of his 
senior managers and a board 
member of M&S had flown to 
Morocco to carry out a surprise 
inspection when World In Action 
first approached them with 
allegations. 

He said they examined all 
employment records and met 
workers in the factory and 
found no 14-year-olds. "We 
stipulate that all Lhe girls who 
work there have to be 16, apart 
from a few 15-year-old ap- 
prentices, who are not allowed 
to work with machinery," he 
said. 

“It is simply untrue to say our 
contractors axe using child 
labour. All the evidence, their 
records, our records and gov- 
ernment records, show that this 
is not the case. The matter is 
now in the hands of our 
lawyers." 

Granada TV said yesterday 
that it stood by World In Action's 
claims and was following up 
new leads thrown up by the 
programme. 
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THE PEUGEOT 106 ESCAPADE. 
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PASSPORT 

PRICE - 

DEPOSIT 
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ONE 

PAYMENT ON 
SIGNING THE 
AGREEMENT 

AMOUNT 

FINANCED 

RNANCE 

CHARGES 

TOTAL 

AMOUNT 

PAYABLE 

23 

MONTHLY 
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Breast scans 




GLENDA COOPER 

Up lo 2JiUii ii-.o a war could 
!v saved if ruiiimc Prc.»i can- 
cer vireoninc v..is landed to 
older uniriL’n. according lo the 
charity Age Concern. 

Widespread ignorance 
among • «Ider uoiricn also meant 
that they were not aware that 
they were at risk, despite the fact 
that two- thirds of deaths Irom 
the disea.se occur in women 
aged f>5 or over. 

Unlike ilieir coumerpans 
aged 5*1 to *>4, olJer women are 
t ?< *1 invited for three-yearly 
screenings through the NHS 
breast screening programme, 
but they can request one. 

However the survey of more 
than l.fifMJ women aged 65 
showed that 7*i per cent of 
women are unaware that they 
are entitled to request a screen- 
ing. largely believing this right 
lies with younger women. Gov- 
ern men IJi cures show that less 
than half of one per cent of 
older women late up this 
entitlement every year. 

Even those w ho do ask for a 
screening may he turned down 
- 2 per cent of respondents 
said they were told that screen- 
ing was not available or were 
refused the service. 

Age Concern's report. Not. -it 


MyAge. also showed that C*4 per 
cent of respondents considered 
themselves "not very much at 
risk" from breast cancer and 
mure than a quarter [2S per 
cent j believed that they were at 
"no risk at all". More than halt 
had never had a mammogram. 

Tlte director-general of Age 
Concern. Sally Greengross. 
said: “These findings paint a 
very bleak picture for older 
women. The current system 
does not adequately cater for 
those women most at risk. Up 
to 2.1 K Hi extra lives a year could 
be sated if screening were ex- 
tended to older women. It is vi- 
tal that they are made aware of 
their rights to the screening ser- 
vice. It is unacceptable that 
their ignorance may kill.” 

The charity is calling for the 
NHS breast’ screening pro- 
gramme to be extended so that 
all women over h5 are includ- 
ed in invitations for screening. 

The shadow health minister. 
Henry McLeish. said Labour 
w us concerned at the number of 
older women who were not be- 
ing offered screening or being 
refused the service. 

Breast cancer caused 5 per 
cent of all deaths in women, he 
said, and many could be pre- 
vented. “The Government is 
failing to meet its own targets 


for reducing the number of 
deaths from breast cancer." 

Bui Julietta Pat nick, naiion- 
al co-ordinator of the NHS 
breast screening programme, 
said that they had funded an ed- 
ucational drive with Age Con- 
cent io inform older women of 
their right to screening: ■ How- 
ever I must emphasise we are 
nol vet in a position lo start in- 
cluding older women in the au- 
tomatic call and recall system." 
she said. 

“The programme prides itself 
on strict evaluation of new de- 
velopments before they are ful- 
ly incorporated. That is why we 
have welcomed the pilot pro- 
grammes into increasing the 
screening 3ge which are being 
set up ’ in Wakefield and 
Brighton.” 

Breast cancer was also the 
subject of controversy after 
cancer specialists questioned 
the value of the Government's 
screening programme. 

Professor Gordon Me Vie, 
scientific director of the Cancer 
Research Campaign, and Pro- 
fessor Michael Baum, a con- 
sultant surgeon at the Royal 
Marsden Hospital. London, 
said in September that the Gov- 
ernment should reconsider the 
value for money of a pro- 
gramme that costs £27m a year. 


JOHN McKlE 

Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber 
yesterday put a Picasso palm- 
ing - which he bought for more 
than £ISm - on show to the pub- 
lic at the National Gallery. 

The painting, from the artist's 
"blue period", was bought by the 
composer for £18,045.5011 at 
Sotheby's in New York and is 
the most expensive painting to 
have been sold at auction since 
1990. He has lent it to the Na- 
tional Gallery for the next six 
months and for “three lo four 
months " a year until the turn of 
the millennium. 

The painting dates from 1903 
and depicts Picasso's friend 
and fellow artist. Angel Fer- 


nandez de Solo, smoking and 
drinking in a Barcelona cafe. De 
Soto was described by Picasso 
as “an amusing wastrel". 

A keen collector. Sir Andrew 
yesterday revealed why he had 
bought the painting for his Art 
Foundation and he also hinted 
at plans to open a collection of 
work he has bought, which in- 
cludes Cana leno’s Horseguards 
of the Parade, on which he 
spent around £ 10m in 1992. and 
which is currently on loan to the 
Tate Gallery'. 

Sir Andrew said: “The Pi- 
casso was part of a jigsaw of 
which there are a lot of parts 
missing. Very good pictures 
don't come up on the market 
very often and I don't know of 


any others of this quality to have 
come up. 

“I would like to have all my 
collection in one place tine day 
but it would take tremendous 
organisation. In addition, a lot 
of the pieces have been with me 
since I was young and 1 like hav- 
ing them around me." 

Sir Andrew also revealed 
that he had failed to buy the last 
major Picasso work on" sale. Yu 
Pf\'its.ro. when it was sold in 198 9 
for £32m. 

Neil MacGregor, director of 
the National Gallery, was de- 
lighted. He said: “It's one of the 
greatest portraits of one of the 
greatesi artists of the twentieth 
century. It's a terribly generous 
loan."’ 


Nursery education: Tories plan new performance measures 




scheme ‘wi 
guarantee’ 



JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

Four-year-olds are not guaran- 
teed a nursery place under the 
Government's voucher scheme, 
ministers admitted yesterday. 
And some nursery schools will 
be able to operate for up to a 
year before they are inspected, 
Robin Squire, the schools 
minister, said. 

Mr Squire insisted vouchers 
would increase the number of 
nursery places, but added: “ll 
is impossible to say that on 1 
April next year every single 
four-year-old wili have a place." 

Mr Squire said providers of 
nursery education would be re- 
quired io fill in forms saying 
what education and staff they 
could offer before they were 
allowed to receive vouchers. 

“Self-assessment will deter 
ihe frivolous." he said. He ad- 
mitted it would be possible for 
them to operate for up to a year 
offering education that might 
later be pronounced inade- 
quate: “There is a trade-off be- 
nveen the necessity of having 
large numbers of providers and 
the importance and riming of 
inspection.” 


The £1.100-a-year vouchers 
for parents in four piloL local 
authorities will be issued in the 
next two weeks. 

David Biunken. Labours ed- 
ucation and employment 
spokesman, said: “Three of the 
four local authorities have said 
that they are unable to guar- 
antee a place in return for a 
voucher. Where there is no 
place there can be no choice. 

“The proposed inspection 
regime, which during the first 
year will only require providers 
lo validate themselves, is hard- 
ly a guarantee of high-quality 
provision.” He questioned 
whether the Office for Stan- 
dards in Education would be 
able lo cope with the workload 
created by the scheme. 

The office is still struggling to 
inspect ail primary schools. 
There wflj have to be 12,000 in- 
spections of private and volun- 
tary nursenes in 1997. and 
4.000 additional inspectors will 
be needed for day-long visits to 
nurseries. 

Mr Squire said inspection 
would be ‘Tight touch, not soft 
touch" -Ml private and volun- 
tary providers would need io be 
registered under the Children 


Acl safeguarding health and 
safety. Those that (ailed to 
come up to scratch would lose 
their validation and close at 
once, though parents' voucher 
money would not be refunded. 

Few er than half existing play- 
groups are expected to apply to 
join the voucher scheme. The 
resi believe they do not yet meet 
the Government's standards. 

Margaret Lochrie. chief ex- 
ecutive officer of the Pre-School 
Learning Alliance, said: “We will 
do ail we can to create the new 
places which are required for 
four-year-olds, but more funds 
are needed to train additional 
staff and for new premises." 

All nursery education 
providers will have to show 
that they arc working towards 
goals for what five-year-olds 
should know. The goals, drawn 
up by the School Curriculum 
and Assessment Authority, in- 
clude firsi steps towards litera- 
cy and numeracy and a sense of 
right andwTOng. Vouchers will 
be sent out each term by an 
agency, which will write to eli- 

g ’ble parents through the Child 
enefil Centre. Parents will 
have to complete a form and 
return it ro the agency. 


Tests for five-year-olds 
are given go-ahead 


JUDITH JUDD 

Children will be tested at five 
or earlier under proposals an- 
nounced by the Government 
yesterday. 

Robin Squire, the schools 
minister, said the Government 
had not yet decided whether 
testing five-year-olds would be 
voluntary or enforced by legis- 
lation. Voluntary tests could 
be introduced next September 
but compulsory ones could not 
be in place until 1998. 

Gillian Shephard, the Secre- 
tary of State for Education, has 
asked her advisers on the cur- 
riculum and testing to look 
at ways in which schools are 
testing five-vear-olds. 

At present most schools test 
live-year-olds to find out their 
weaknesses. Ministers want to 


use tests lo measure schools' 
and children’s progress as hap- 
pens in local authorities such as 
Birmingham. Schools’ success 
would be judged by the progress 
children made between the 
aces of five, seven and eleven. 
Tests for 7- and I Uvar-olds are 
already in place. 

Doug McAvoy, general sec- 
relaiy of the National Union of 
Teachers, said: “Any attempt to 
substitute simple tests for some 
of the excellent local authority 
schemes will merely diminish 
the qualiiy of assessment” 

Pupils will be tested on the 
basis of goals for five-vear-olds 
drawn up by the School Cur- 
riculum and .Assessment Au- 
thority. Marian Whitehead of 
the Early Years Curriculum 
Group sai'd; “This is backwards 
to basics and can only lead to 


selling five-year-olds short 3nd 
turning them off learning for 
life.*’ 

Goals or “outcomes ' include: 
personal and social develop- 
ment; children to be confident, 
show self-respect, take turns and 
share fairly: language and lit- 
eracy: know print reads from left 
to right, recognise own names 
and some familiar words; 
maths: use numbers lo 10 and 
be familiar with bigger numbers 
in their everyday lives: knowl- 
edge and understanding of the 
world: talk about where they 
live, their environment, their 
families, past and present events 
in their own lives: use comput- 
ers: physical development: use 
small axid large equipment; cre- 
ative development: use their 
imaginations through art. 
music, dance, stories and play. 
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Chinook’s engines ‘failed’ before fatal crash 


JOHN ARUDGE 

The Chinook helicopter which 
crashed on the Midi of Kin tyre, 
killing elite counter-terrorist 
officers from Northern Ireland, 
may have suffered mechanical 
problems just before it struck a 
mountain and exploded killing 
the 29 people on board. 

An eyewitness who saw the 
aircraft plough into the 1,400ft 
Beirut na Lice on the tip of the 
remote peninsula (old the offi- 


cial inquiry into the accident yes- 
terday that he could not bear the 
aircraft's engines as it flew over 
his head. Russell EUacott, 35, 
who was on a cycling holiday on 
Kin tyre, said he felt a downdraft 
from the helicopter's rotors 
but could not hear any noise 
from the engines. 

The Chinook, flying from 
Belfast to Inverness, was so low 
that he could feel “a heat** 
from the craft and ducked to 
avoid it. Seconds later he heard 


a dull thud as it crashed dose 
by him into a mist-shrouded hill- 
side smashing into the slopes of 
the mountain, disintegrating 
"like a fireworks display”. 

Mr EJlacott, from Sussex, is 
the only person who saw the US- 
made aircraft crash. Lawyers rep- 
resenting the two pilots, whom 
the Ministry of Defence blame 
for the crash, regard his evidence 
as crucial. They argue the acci- 
dent in June 1994, the RAFs 
wocst-ever helicopter disaster. 


was the result of mechanical; not 
pflot, error. 

They will present evidence to 
die inquiry in Paisley that the 
helicopter suffered an engine 
“flame out” moments before the 
crash, lists carried out by RAF 
safety experts weeks before the 
aeddent uncovered flame- 
outs on other Chinooks and 
test flights were suspended. 
Chinooks already in service, 
however, continued to fly. 

Further evidence of me- 


chanical problems emerged yes- 
terday from a witness who de- 
scribed how the.-Qdnopkwas 
.flying dangerously low and. 
making “a peculiar noise" as it 
left Northern Ireland. Anne 
Tyler, 40, from Carnlough in 
CtountyAntrim, described bow 
the twm-rotor.crqft “skimmed 
tree I 



mainland. •> . 

"The helicopter was u| 
glen from our house, 


flying verylow/ she said. "It was 
a very load noise. There was 
some thin g strange about it It 
wasn't a familiar noise. 17 

She conceded she was not air 
aviation expert but she said, 
she had heard lniHtaiy heli- 
copters in foe province before 
and when .the <Jrinook came 
overhead she-had "a gut feel- 
imp thing was wrong, 
was something strange , 
about the noise. 4 At the time ' 
she recaffedthatsbe thought the 


helicopter's tiro rotors might be' 
“out of sync”. 1 
' Mark Holbrook. 39, turned 
his attention from the heli- 
copter once he realised it was 
hot taking part in sea maHoeur 
vres in his immediate vicinity, 
and did not see the crash 


andlevel at a height of 200ft to 
400ft, as Jf it was heading for 
.the hearty RAF Machrihanish 

airbase: 

Mr Holbrook, a scientific in- 


strument maker from Stew- 
arton. Strathclyde, told the in- 
quiry he could see the 
‘ helicopter from about a quar- 
ter to naif a mile away, its prid- 
ing gear, markings and flashing 
light a& clearly visible. 

He told the inquiry: “If you 
■ are seeking to establish whether 
the pilot could see the location 
of the Mull lighthouse, yes. i 
believe he could.” _ ) 

The inquiry at Paisley 
. Sheriff Court continues. . 


Women join boardroom elite but ‘glass ceiling’ holds firm 



First lady: Clara Freeman, who has been appointed to the board of Marks & Spencer 


ROGER TRAPP 

The appointment this week of 
Clara Freeman as Marks & 
Spencer's first female executive 
board member elevates her to 
an exclusive dub. According to 
surveys, there are just two oth- 
er fe male executive directors of 
FTSE-100 companies. Kath- 
leen O'Donovan and Rosemary 
Thorne, finance directors re- 
spectively of J Sainsbuiy and the 
industrial conglomerate BTR. 

Although news of Mrs Free- 
man's promotion came at the 
same done as Rolls-Royce Mo- 
tor Cars' announcement that it 
was appointing its first woman 
executive board member — 
Christine Gaskeli, who joins 
from Fisons- there is tittle ev- 
idence that women are finally 
breaking through the “glass 
ceiling" which stops them pro- 
gressing to the very top of the 
career ladder. 

Indeed, in 1994 the Institute 
of Management (IoM) pro- 
duced a shock report showing 
that the proportion of women 
managers in British industry had 
dropped after 21 years of suc- 
cessive rises. The long-term 
trend was resumed last year, 
however, with another rise - 
from 9.5 per cent to 10.7 per 
cent - while the figure for 
women on the board hit a new 
peak of 3 per pent 

Roger Young, director gen- 
eral of the organisation, said this 
was still not suffident "There 
are not enough women at board 
level by a long shot. They bring 
a different perspective and dif- 
ferent talents, and represent 50 
percent of society, so should be 
up there." He is, however, en- 
couraged that more women ap- 
pear to be aspiring to board 
positions - they account for at 
least half of the participants 
on many of the management 
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NICOLA HORUCK: 

Managing director in charge 
of the City pension flind . 
business Deutsche- Morgan 
Grenfell - 

Horlick, 33, known in the 
Square Mile as “Super- 
woman* because of manag- 
ing to combine her 
demanding post with mar- 
riage to a banker and having 
four children, is one of a 
band of influential women in 
banking. Someone who has 
known her since university 
days says: "She's so dynamic 
she’s frightening." 


KATHLEEN O’DONOVAN: 

Finance director of BTR, this" 
hard-working 37-year-old won 
fevour with senior manage- . 
meat of this famously oost- 
conscious organisation' with 
her business acumen. BTR 
controls Dunlop and has a 
turnover of nearly £10bn. 
O'Donovan helped to com- 
plete BTR’s £L5bn bid for 
Hawker Siddeley. Colleagues 
say she likes to “get on with 
the job" - something that ap- 
parently means regular 
13-hour days. A keen 
Manchester United supporter. 


ANN IVERSON 

Chief executive of Laura 
Ashley; she has long experi- 
ence of retail, both in her na- 
tive US and in Britain. 
Appointed vice president of 
Bloommgdafes in 1984, Six 
years later, lured to Britain to 
turn round British Home 
Stores, a performance that 
established her reputation in 
this country. Became chief 
executive of Mothercare for 
two years before returning to 
the US. Aged 51, she relaxes 
with “easy fiction, the theatre 
and gardening in Arizona”. 


ROSEMARY THORNE s 

Finance director of J Sains 
bury since March 1992, sht 
is also a council member of 
the Chartered Institute of 
Management Accountants. 
Aged 44, she was group fi- 
nancial controller at Grand | 
Metropolitan for two years be- 
fore that and has been finan- • 
cial director and company 
secretary at Ha mods and in 
the finance department at 
Storehouse. Fellow of the As-; 
sociation of Corporate Trea- 
surers and involved with the ; 
Prince's Youth Business Trust 


courses that the IoM organises. 

The Institute of Directors, 
which stresses that it does not 
favour positive discrimination, 
reports a 70 per cent increase 
in the number of women di- 
rectors attending its develop- 
ment courses. The number of 
women members of the organ- 
isation, meanwhile, has grown 
by about 30 per cent in the past 
year, so that they represent 
about a tenth of the 35,000- 
strong UK membership. 


Opportunity 2000, the or- 
ganisation that promotes 
women in business, was also en- 
couraged by a doubling of the 
proportion of women managers 
among its 295 members in its 
fourth year of operation ending 
last November. 

However, women still ac- 
count for only 1 per rent Of main 
board positions, and LizBargh, 
director of Opportunity 2000, 
believes there is a lot of work 
stiff to be done. “We just have 


to keep on saying that this is a 
serious business issue." 

' All concerned agree that 
among the biggest bars to 
women's promotion are the 
“boys' duo” attitudes and the 
long-hours culture prevalent in 
British industry. - 
This view was thrown into 
fresh relief yesterday when the 
top businesswoman Prue Leith 
artadted the “stupidity” of work- 
ing long hours, which she said 
discriminated unfairly against 


women. Many male manager _ 
were pitying a “stressful powtr 
game" by starting work at lb- 
crack of dawn and staying !al . 
in the office, she complained. • -- 
Ms Leith, who founded a 
successful catering company and 
is a nonexecutive director of sev- 
eral companies, said she had sug- \ 
gested ata recent board meeting r 
that executives should set an ex- 
ample by leaving work at 5pm to 
spend time with their families. 1 ■ 
Leading article, page 14 


Duo’s nude art advert upheld 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

The debate over nudity in ad- 
vertising - and art - reignited 
yesterday when the Advertising 
Standards Authority refused to 
uphold complaints that Gilbert 
and George's The Naked Shit 
Pictures were offensive. 

The ageing duo’s controver- 
sial exhibition last August at the 
South London Gallery featured 
16 enormous photographs of ex- 
crement and pictures of the 
artists naked, one showing their 
anuses. 

It was promoted with an ad- 


vert showing a full-frontal nude 
photograph of Gilbert and 
George in both Time Out, the 
London listings magazine, and 
The Big Issue, which campaigns 
for the homeless. 

Unfortunately, the explicit 
picture attracted the ire of the 
home counties -Hampshire and 
Berkshire, to be specific - 
where two complainants ob- 

{ ected to the title of the eshi- 
jition and to the advert for it. 

The ASA did not uphold 
their complaints. “The adver- 
tisers believed that nudity, a re- 
current theme in artistic 
expression throughout the his- 


tory of art, was not generally 
thought offensive," it said. 

“They said the title of the ex- 
hibition was included in the ad- 
vertisement partly to reflect 
the type of art on show, which 
pictured naked people and 
excrement.” 

Ironically, the finding could 
be viewed as a defeat for the 
pair, who for years have tried to 
shock the art world and the pub- 
lic. Ths has led them to the pub- 
lic lavatory, aad associated 
images of masturbation. 

A second ASA ruling criti- 
cised Berlei for suggesting 
sports bras could prevent 


breasts drooping in later life. Its 
advertisement asked: “If you 
don't wear a Berlei sports bra 
what shape will you he in?" and 
featured an ilhisirarion of a Skip- 
ping rope shaped to outline a 
pair of sagging breasts. 

TWenty complainants argued 
that the illustration was offen- 
sive and that the sports bras 
could not prevent drooping in 
the long term. 

Although the advertisers sub- 
mitted a survey showing that 80 
per cent of GPs agreed that 
sports bras could alleviate 
drooping breasts, the ASA said 
there was insufficient evidence. 


Nature reserve 
threatened by 
drought order 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 

Drought-hit Yorkshire itoter 
wants to take millions of extra 
gallons a day from the over run- 
ning through a wetland which 
the Government yesterday 
proposed as an outstanding 
European nature site. 

Conservationists say that if 
the Government grants the 
company an emergency drought 
order to lake extra water from 
the Derwent, south-east of 
York, it could have a disastrous 
impact on the valley's ecology 
and large bird population. 

There will be a public hear- . 
ing next Tuesday into Yorkshire 
Water’s application to raise the 
limit on what it can extract at 
two pumping stations in the 
Lower Derwent \felley from 
305,000 tonnes a day to 360,000, 
an 18 per cent increase. 

If granted, it would last six 
months - enabling the compa- 
ny to build up stocks until the 
summer. But Yorkshire Water 
is also applying to the Nation- 
al Rivers Authority to raise the 
limit for a three-year period. 

Yesterday, the Environment 
Secretary, John Gummer, said 
the vafley should be one of a fur- 
ther 75 Special Areas of Con- 
servation (SACs) under the 
European Union's habitats di- 
rective. These are the wildlife 


sites which get the highest lev- 
el of legal protection from de- 
velopment and damage under 
British law. Last year, the Gov- 
ernment sent a list of 136 sites 
to the European Commission 
for inclusion in the directive. 

The list proposed yesterday 
also includes Dungeness in 
Kent, Orford Ness in Suffolk, 
Eppisg Forest, north-east of 
London. Salisbury Plain, Flam- 
borough Head m Yorkshire, 
Lundy, tbe Solly Isles, the Avon 
Gorge woodlands in. Bristol 
Dartmoor, and the large area of 
sand dunes at Braun ton Bur- 
rows, Devon. Scottish sites in- 
clude Rannoch Moor and the 
flow country of the far north. 

In the Derwent Vfcfley, thou- 
sands of bird overwinter in- 
cluding 23,000 wildfowl and 
more than 15,000 waders, gold- 
en plover, teal wigeoa, 
pochard, shoveler and whim- 
brcL In the summer, several oth- 
er birds breed in the damp 
meadows, including lapwing, 
snipe, curlew and redshank. 
There are also breeding otters. 

The Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds strongly 
opposes the application. “There 
is a great danger of a major im- 
pact on the wetland,’ the con- 
servation officer Kevin Bayes* 
said “Removing the water is a 
little like switching off the life 
Support system.” 
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DAILY POEM 


Cease Fire 

By Michael LongJey 
I 

Put in mind of his own father and moved to tears 
AchiUes took him by the hand and pushed the old king 
Gently away, but Priam curled up at his feel and 
fftpt with him until their sadness filled the building. 

n 

Taking Hector's corpse into his own hands AchiUes 
Made sure it was washed and, for the old king’s sake. 

Laid it out in uniform, ready for Priam to carry 
Wrapped like a present home to Troy at daybreak. 

m 

Mien they had eaten together it pleased them both 
lb stare at each other's beauty as lovers might, - • 

AchiUes built like a god. Priam good-looking still 
And full of conversation, who earlier had stated: 

IV 

“/get down on my hands and knees and do what must be done 
And kiss Achilles’ hand, the killer of my son. * 

Michael LongJey, the third TS Eliot Prize shorl-Iisted poet to 
be featured in the Daily Poem this week, was the Poetry Book 
Society Choice last summer for his collection The Ghost Orchid 
(Cape). It is magical verse, whether Longley’s pen is poised in 
his easy and free translations of the load and the Odyssey, 
or in creating tiny, deft calligraphic miniatures of words and 
movement. Just ahead of the announcement of the winner, 
Michael Longley and his nine fellow short-listed poets will be i 
reading at the Almeida Theatre, Islington, London Nl, on Sunday ! 
14 January. 


Ticket Offer 


The Independent, mth the Poetry Book Society and the ■ 
Almeida Theatre, is pleased to make an exclusive two-for-one I 
readers’ offer to attend the readings ty the TS Eliot short-listed • 
poets. The readings will take place at the Almeida Theatre on I 
Sunday 14 January from 7pm. Ticket prices axe £4 or £6. Tb take . 
advantage of this offer, simply call the Almeida on 017 1.359 i* 
4404-quoting “Independent Offer”. Independent readers will also t 
be offered discounted membership of the Poetry Book Society '■ 
in Saturday’s edition, and a complete set of the short-listed books 
will be available to the first 10 applicants. ^ 


: . t ■!•• 


(:i:f 

■- 1 


a ■ - 


\ i 



















) 


ras aro epe,vd SNT . Wednesday 


10 JANUARY 1SW 






tp-o* 

::r-k. 



U 





politics 


Nicholson’s return: ‘Come on in, the water’s lovely,’ convert tells old colleagues 



Defiant Major 
tries to focus 
Tories on poll 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

John Major yesterday launched 
a valiant effort to focus his par- 
ty* on the coming electoral bat- 
tle with Labour, as its latest 
defector. Emma Nicholson, 
took her Commons seat among 
delighted Liberal Democrat 
MPsT 

Mr Major brushed aside calls 
from Tony Blair, the Labour 
leader, for an immediate elec- 
tion and opposition gibes about 
Miss Nicholson’s departure to 
declare that Labour had no re- 
sponse "to the economic 
prospects that tie ahead of us”. 

Mr Major went out of bis way 
to reassure his own supporters 
that tiie Government had every 
chance of lasting a full term by 
asserting that the Government’s 
“legitimacy might have some- 
thing to do with the largest pop- 
ular vote ever recorded at the 
last election - and a majority in 
this House". 

He declared of Miss Nichol- 
son’s defection, which has 
sparked off a fresh wave of in- 
fighting between the party's 
left and right wings: ~I believe 


that she has made a derision 
which she will come to regret. 
But she has made her derision 
and she will have to live with her 
decision both in the short term 
and the long term.” 

The exchanges came as gov- 
ernment whips - inevitably tak- 
ing some of the blame for the 
second defection within three 
months -- discreetly sought to as- 
sure MPS in their charge that 
any MPs with doubts would be 
received sympathetically if they 
warned to talk them over. The 
move is designed to prevent any 
further defections after that of 
Miss Nicholson and the born- 
again Labour MP Alan 
Howarth. 

Mr Major declared: “As far 
as the matters of concern to the 
people of this country are con- 
cerned, I wiD say what they are: 
mortgage rates, the lowest for 
30 years; the basic rate of tax, 
the’ lowest for 50 years; unem- 
ployment failing more rapidly 
here than anywhere else in Eu- 
rope; inflation, lower than for 
50 years. These are the matters 
you used to attack this party 
about. They are now being 
solved to a better extent than at 


any stage in the past and you 
have no response." 

Mr Blair condemned Mr Ma- 
jor for having once again - in a 
weekend interview - raised the 
prospect of privatising the Fosi 
Office and asked: "Isn't it ob- 
vious the only reason Post Of- 
fice privatisation is back on 
the agenda is to placate that fac- 
tion of the Conservative Party 
that wants to privatise anything 
and everything- 

“Isn’t ’it precisely because 
the whole business of your 
Government is now about 
pleasing that faction of the 
Conservative Party*, that the 
country has given up on the 
Conservatives as a serious 
party of government?" 

Mr Major provoked a fresh 
Labour onslaught by suggesting 
that on his recent trip to the Rr 
East Mr Blair might have done 
well if he bad travelled on the 
privatised Japanese railway, 
“which you and your colleagues 
oppose". Brian Wilson, a 
Labour transport spokesman 
swiftly responded in a letter say- 
ing that more than 80 per cent 
of Japan's rail network was in 
public ownership. 


Watchful eye; A policeman looking on as Emma Nicholson prepares to enter the House of Commons yesterday Photograph: Nicholas Turpin _ — — 

Determined Nicholson runs gauntlet Chaining women backed 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

“"With a string in his nose like 
a pig going to marker” was 
Emma Nicholson’s most graph- 
ic description yesterday of the 
pull of the Tbiy right on the 
Prime Minister. 

That damning put-down, de- 
livered on ITN s lunchtime 
news during a packed day of 
media appearances, ranked if 
anything worse on the Richter 
scale of Tbiy disapproval that 
anything she said about her 
more obvious enemy, Michael 
Portillo. Hie Defence Secretary 
was, to paraphrase, a cowardly 
gangster, or cowardly creep, 
depending on the broadcast. 

The Devon West & Torridge 


MP had risen at 6am with a 
steely determination. Within the 
hour she was over at the BBC 
Radio 4 Today studio, pouring 
scorn on Mr Portillo’s tenth an- 
niversary celebration at Lon- 
don’s Alexandra Palace and 
lashing out at the “Portillo 
gang" which was dragging the 
Tbiy party behind ft. 

Like Admiral of the Fleet, 
Lord HSl-Norton. she thought 
him “something like” a creep, 
only a cowardly one as well be- 
cause he didn't like the flak. 

Several interviews later, it was 
back to her Pimlico flat for a 
hairdo, before meetings with her 
secretary Barbara Stevens and 
Archie Kirkwood, the Liberal 
Democrat chief whip. 


On the way to an 1 130 pho- 
tocall at Westminster’s St 
Stephen’s entrance came a 
chance encounter with Alan 
Howarth. the Stratford-upon- 
Avon defector to Labour. Pre- 
pare to run a very unpleasant 
gauntlet he warned through an 
embrace. 

Ms Nicholson urged erst- 
while Tory colleagues: “Come 
on in, the water’s lovely. Once 
you have swum through the filth 
spewed out by Central Office, 
you find you're in dean water 
and you can swim freely and say 
what you think.” 

Eschewing what the Liberal 
Democrats decided would be a 
“tacky” grand entrance to the 
Commons chamber, the MP 


was quietly escorted in at 
prayers by Mr Kirkwood and 
Menzies Campbell, the Liber- 
al Democrat foreign affairs and 
defence spokesman. 

She remained in her seat 
flanked by successive minders 
through defence and Prime 
Minister’s questions until after 
Home Office minister Ann 
Widdecombe had completed 
her statement on the shackling 
of pregnant Holloway prisoners. 

Only Nicholas Soames, the 
defence minister, felt moved to 
make a joke at the expense of 
a beleaguered government. 
“May 1 wish you a happy new 
year Madam Speaker, tie told 
Betty Boothroyd “as indeed do 
all wings of the Tory party". 


Ms Widdecombe’s perfor- 
mance meanwhile served to re- 
inforce Ms Nicholson's belief 
that all the bfle and opprobri- 
um from former colleagues had 
been worth it. “I found [the 
statement] quite sbodciqg in its 
divorce from the feelings of 
most people in a civilised soci- 
ety.” she said afterwards. 

“She just kept repeating like 
a mantra that the medical pro- 
fession could recognise when 
labour was about to begin as if 
that were somehow a justifica- 
tion. 1 almost felt I was living in 
Nigeria. 

“On the opposition benches 
you can see the harshness and 
the somehow jailing laughter of 
some of the men behind her.” 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Afia/rs Correspondent 

Ministers have rejected hospi- 
tal proposals which would have 
ended the controversial practice 
of shackling pregnant women 
prisoners to prevent escapes. 

Medical staff had offered to 
take midwifery services into 
HoDoway prison, north London, 
rather than force the mothers- 
to-be to wear chains when they 
attended Whittington hospital 
for ante-natal care. 

But yesterday Anne Widde- 
combe, prisons minister, de- 
fended the shackling policy, 
which has caused a furore since 
prison inspectors walked out of 
Holloway prison in disgust at 
“over-zealous” security and ap- 


palling conditions. She said it 
was better for the women to 
attend hospital. 

Ms Widdecombe told the 
Commons shackles were nec- 
essary to prevent prisoners from 
escaping. “Some MPS may like 
to think that a pregnant woman 
would not or could not escape. 
Unfortunately this is not true. 

“The fact is that hospitals are 
not secure places in winch to 
keep prisoners, and since 1990, 
20 women have escaped from 
hospitals”. 

Secretly filmed footage, 
broadcast on Channel 4 last 
week, showed a Holloway pris- 
oner, named only as Annette, 
shackled to warders only an 
hour after giving birth. Wit- 
nesses said she bad been re- 


strained when she was having 
contractions. 

Ms Widdecombe said ft was 
not policy to restrain women 
during labour and claimed that 
in Annette's case, once full 
labour had been established, she 
bad not been shackled. 

“The Prison Service has a 
duty of care to the mother, but 
this must be balanced against 
the needs of the service to keep 
all prisoners, including pregnant 
women prisoners, in secure 
custody,” she said. 

Jack Straw, Labour's Home 
Affairs spokesman, said it was 
“degrading and unnecessary” 
for a woman to be shackled at 
any stage of labour. He said that 
no* prisoner in labour had ever 
escaped. 


Bill ‘could protect 
regimes of terror’ 


M ichael Howard’s white 
list of countries whose 
citizens he believes ai 
no serious risk of persecution 
could be used as a “mask of re- 
spectability'’ behind which hu- 
man rights abuses continued 
unchecked, a Commons com- 
mittee was told yesterday. 

Opposition MPs on the com- 
mittee currently dissecting the 
Asyhun and Immigration Bill 
are pressing for safeguards to 
the summary treatment pro- 
posed for would-be refugees 
from countries on the list. 

“In their absence, we are 
putting at risk the lives and the 
bodies as well as the liberties of 
applicants for whom we get ft 
wrong,” Keith Hill, Labour MP 
forStrsatham, said. “The. effect 
of what is proposed [by the Gov- 
ernment} is to override indi- 
vidual rights in favour of 
collective convenience.” 

Dong Henderson, a Labour 
borne affairs spokesman, and 
David Alton, the sole Liberal 
Democrat on the committee, 
pointed to the persecution of 
the Christian minority in Pak- 
istan including the Jailing of a 
man for allegedly writing blas- 
phemous remarks on the wall of 
a mosque. Pakistan is one of sev- 
en countries on the list of des- 
ignated countries whose citizens 
wiD be dealt with on a fast track 
system with only rudimentaiy 
appeal rights if they tiy to set- 
tle in Britain. 

Mr Henderson said it was 
“bi zar re" that Pakistan had 
been included on the list. He 
proposed amendments intend- 
ed to ensure immigration offi- 
cials. did not take a “blanket" 
approach to an applicants from 
“white list” countries but looked 
at cases on merit Romania 


□ Opposition raises fears over 
asylum legislation □ Blair calls 
for election after defection 


and Bulgaria are also cm the list, 
despite document evidence of 
ill-treatment of gypsy minorities. 

Tory MRs. who tend to say lit- 
tle on committees and concen- 
trate on their mail, reacted 
angrily when Diane Abbott, 
Labour MP for Hackney North 
and Stoke Newington, said that 
while the expertise on minori- 
ties at risk was "limitless” at 
mandarin level, the clerical and 
executive grade staff who took 
- decisions at the airports did not 
have that expertise. Cases were 

Inside 
I^riiament 

I Stephen 
■jjjjl Goodwin 

just “shovelled through”, she 
said. 

Challenged by Timothy Kirk- 
hope, a junior Home Office 
minis ter, to disassociate h i m set f 
from Ms Abbott’s remarks, Mr 
Henderson suggested she 
meant officials were hard- 
pressed. 

An immig ration official had 
mid him that even before the list 
was leaked in the autumn, the 
merits of individual applica- 
tions from countries on it fre- 
quently were not taken into 
account, Mr Henderson said. 
“The Government are frying to 


legitimise a practice which has 
already been taking place.” 
Mr Alton dwelt on the dan- 
ger of the white Jisr being seen 
as a “blessing” from the British 
parliament that a country had 
a clean human rights record. 

Countries could use inclusion 
just as China used British sup- 
port for its population control 
programme as evidence of a 
“dean 621 of health” despite the 
latest “horrendous” evidence of 
children being starved to death 
in Its orphanages, Mr Alton 
said. So far China is not on the 
Home Secretary’s list. 

T he first Prime Minister’s 
Question Time of the 
new term brought calls, 
led by Tony Blair, for an elec- 
tion and stuping at the defector, 
Emma Nicholson, who took 
her seat on the liberal Demo- 
crat benches. 

Labour's Paul Flynn. MP for 
Newport West questioned the 
democratic legitimacy of a 
prime minister who had “lost 
the last vote in this House [on 
fishing policy! who has It 
every by-election in the coun- 
try by a mile and is now being 
abandoned by some of his most 
honourable members.” 

But Mr Major had an obvi- 
ous answer. To Tbiy cheers, he 
replied: “I think the legitimacy 
might have something to do 
with the largest popular vote 
ever recorded at the last elec- 
tion - and a majority in this 
House” 
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Major to attack IRA role 


The Prime Minister will protest 
tomorrow to Senator George 
Mitchell, chairman erf the in- 
leniatioi^ body dealing with de- 
coimnisa oniag ERA aims, about 
the IRAs alleged involvement in 
killing? in Northern Ireland, 
writes CoBn Brown. 

John Major wfll tell Senator 
Mitchell and the commission ax 
Downing Street that the con- 
tinued violence by the IRA in 


Northern Ireland against drug 
dealers and minor criminals is 
threatening the peace process. 

Sir Patrick Mayhew, Secre- 
tary of State for Northern Ire- 
land, announced yesterday that 
Lord Lloyd of Berwick, a Law 
Lord, wfll cany out a funda- 
mental review of anti-terrorist 
laws. Labour refused to endorse 
the renewal of the anti-terror- 
ist legislation last night 
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Number 
10 press 
secretary 
appointed 

DONALD MACINTYRE 


Jonathan Haslam, a 4>j*ar-old 
career official in the Govern- 
ment Information Service, has 
been appointed the Prime Min- 
ister’s chief press secretary in 
place of Christopher Meyer, 
who is to become the new Am- 
bassador in Bonn. 

Mr Meyer, 51, an urbane 
Russian expert with a wide 
range of Foreign Office expe- 
rience, has secured one of the 
most important embassy post- 
ings after two years in the job 
as Mr Major's top spokesman. 

Mr Haslam worked loyally for 
Mr Major as deputy to both Mr 
Meyer and his predecessor, 
Gus O’ Donnell, who now holds 
a senior post in the Treasury. He 
is currently head of information 
at the Ministry of Agriculture. 

Mr Meyer - never less than 
comprehensively well informed 
- has managed to combine ro- 
bustness and subtlety in his 
treatment of political journal- 
ists. But he has been scrupulous 
in resisting the many pressures 
in his job to become drawn into 
party political conflict. 

The announcement of his 
appointment to the embassy in 
Boon is one of a series of 
changes to key postings in Eu- 
rope-related jobs in the Foreign 
Service. Michael Jay, the senior 
official for EU affairs in Lon- 
don, is to become ambassador 
in Pars and both men are like- 
ly to be in their posts until well 
after the next general election. 

Whitehall sources said last 
night that Mr Haslam has been 
amoted to grade 3 in the Civ- 
il Service ana given a two-year 
appointment- though that does 
not impose any obligation on 
Tony Blair, the Labour leader, 
to retain him if he wins the next 
election. 

There is widespread specu- 
lation that Mr Blair would 
make a political appointment by 
putting Alastair Campbell, his 
current press secretary, into 
the job. 

Mr Haslam, a thorough and 
experienced operator, who has 
worked in the industry and em- 
ployment departments as well 
as the Home Office, could then 
be moved into another senior 
Civil Service job. 
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77“ ~~ “ ~~ ~"~7 7771 T 0 ut rebel raiding party 

Chechen hostage crisis: Expert says feeble Russian forces faced near-impossible task trying to Ke p • , -| _ 


Border troops 
‘had no chance’ 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 

Russia's armed forces, facing an 
avalanche of critidsm for fail- 
ing to defend the southern fron- 
tier of the Federation against 
yesterday's Chechen incursion, 
were given a near-impossible 
task, say military experts. 

The rebels readied Kizlyar, 
deep in what should be secure 
Russian territory. There were 
suggestions the' Russians let 
them in deliberately to justify a 
renewed offensive against the 
Chechens. But a former British 
Army officer who was in the 
area last month said the Rus- 
sians were so badly organised 
and equipped they aid not 
stand a chance of stopping the 
Chechens slipping across the 
vast and frozen expanses of the 
plains south of Grozny and 
north into Dagestan. 

Colonel Charles Blandy said: 
“Given the quality of personnel 
the Russians have there I don't 
think they had a chance. They 
have an appalling standard of 
training ... little things like the 
security at checkpoints. There 
are no trenches, nothing." 

After 13 months, during 
which the Russians flattened the 
Chechen capital, Grozny, 200 to 
400 Chechen rebels have man- 
aged to trick or fight their way 
between SO and 1 00 miles from 
their hide-outs across the bor- 


der into neighbouring Dagestan 
and north to Kizlyar, taking 
more than 1,000 people 
hostage. 

The raiding party is said to be 
part of a group called Lone 
Wolf, founded last year by 
Salman Raduyev, son-in-law of 
the rebel leader, Dzhokhar Du- 
dayev. who is in hiding in the 
Caucasus. 

President Boris Yeltsin yes- 
terday vented his anger on the 
Russian Border Guards, who 
are responsible for defending in- 
ternational borders and who are 
also deployed on the borders of 
the unstable republics within the 
Russian Federation. 

Russian security sources were 
at a loss to explain how a sig- 
nificant force of Chechen 
rebels moved so far, past what 
Mr Yeltsin said were “thou- 
sands” of Russian Army troops 
and Border Guards, who should 
have had modern surveillance 
technology, and to reach the 
River Terek, which was report- 
ed to be under Chechen fire. 

During the fighting in 
Grozny a year ago die Russians 
obliterated resistance in the 
city and pushed south towards 
the icy barrier of the Caucasus 
mountains. But the rebels held 
out in what has long been 
recognised as some of the 
most perfect country for guer- 
rilla warfare. 

Before the recent fighting 


Chechnya's population was 
about 1 million. 

An estimated 90 per cent of 
the surviving males of military 
age bear arms, giving the 
Chechens up to 150,000 men. 
Women and children are 
reported to be sheltering in the 
mountains but the men sfifl con- 
trol the villages south of Grozny 
and the road to Gudermes. 

lie Chechen war effort is stfll 
being directed by Aslan 
Maskhadov, the chief of staff, 
who masterminded the defence 
of Grozny. 

Last week a new hardline 
Russian commander, General 
Vyacheslav Tikhomirov, was 
appointed. Yesterday he told 
Russian radio: “I don't negoti- 
ate with bandit chiefs of staff", 
a reference to Mr Maskhadov. 
His predecessor, Lieutenant- 
General Anatoly Romanov, 
who had reached an under- 
standing with Mr Maskhadov, 
was injured in a bomb attack in 
October, he is still in hospital 
in Moscow. 

The Chechens appear to be 
well supplied: many of their 
weapons were inherited from 
the former Soviet army when 
Genera] Pavel Grachev, the 
Defence Minister, ordered a 
withdrawal from Chechnya in 
1992. In addition, the Chechen 
mafia in Moscow and other 
cities have been sending mon- 
ey to aid the rebel cause. 



Many happy tax 
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Holders of 
maturing TESSAs 

can now 
invest up to 

£ 1 5,000 




Is your TESSA about to come of age? 
We've solved the problem of what to do 
with all that lovely interest. 

Our new TESSA-PEP package lets you 
re-invest your TESSA capital and your 
interest all in one go. It's a nifty, 
tax-free combination. And right now, if 


you buy a TESSA-PEP, we'll even reduce 
the charges on the PEP by up to £150. 

So call TSB PhoneBank now to 
receive a free guide and your voucher 
worth up to £150. 
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FREE 


0500 758 400 
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Spy chief 
takes 
over from 
Kozyrev 


TONY BARBER 

Europe Editor 

President Boris Yeltsin yester- 
day named Yevgeny Primakov, 
the head of Russia’s foreign in- 
telligence service, as his new 
Foreign Minister. 

Mr Primakov, 66, replaces 
-Andrei Kozyrev, who resigned 
last week following years of crit- 
icism of his pro-Western policies 
j from the nationalist and Com- 
munist opposition. 

Mr Primakov is an experi- 
: snced specialist in foreign af- 
fairs. and in the Soviet era held 
senior positions in the Cora- 
! munis: Part}' and academic 
world. .As Mikhail Gorbachev's 
reforms led to the collapse of 
Communism. Mr Primakov, far 
from abandoning the party, rose 
in I9S9 to the post of a candi- 
date member of the Politburo. 

Mr Primakov 's chief area of 
expertise is the .Arab world, es- 
pecially Egypt He became a fa- 
miliar face to Western television 
viewers in 1990 and 1991, when 
he was Mr Gorbachev's special 
envoy to the Gulf, charged with 
the task of averting war between 
die West and President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. 

.After the failed Communist 
putsch of August 1991, Mr 
Gorbachev appointed Mr Pri- 
makov to run the foreign intel- 
ligence service of the former 
KGB. The fact that Mr Yeltsin 
kept Mr Primakov in this job af- 
ter the demise of the Soviet 
Union suggests be valued his 
knowledge of the world and in- 
telligence maners. 

Mr Yeltsin’s staff said last 
week that Mr Kotyrev’s depar- 
ture would not change Russia’s 
foreign policy. Under Russia’s 
constitution the President plays 
the most important part in 
fashioning foreign policy. How- 
ever, Mr Primakov does not 
have the pro-Western profile of 
Mr Kozyrev. His appointment 
may soothe critics of the Pres- 
ident's foreign policy in the 
Russian parliament. Mr Pri- 
makov can be expected to sup- 
port Mr Yeltsin’s efforts to 
prevent the expansion of Nato 
mio Central and Eastern Eu- 
rope and to continue improving 
relations with China, one of 
Russia's diplomatic successes. 

Mr Primakov was bora in 
Kiev, the capital of Ukraine. He 
joined the Communist Party in 
1959 and was a columnist from 
1962 to 1970 on the Asia and 
Africa desk of the party news- 
paper. Pm'da. 

He held two prestigious aca- 
demic posts in the 1970s and 
1980s, as director of the Insti- 
tute of Oriental Studies in 
Moscow and as head of the In- 
stitute of World Economy and 
International Relations. It was 
not until 1989 that he entered 
the Communist Party's policy- 
making Central Committee. 

The major event of his time 
as chief of the espionage service 
was the revelation that Russia 
had recruited a CIA spy, 
Aldrich Ames, viewed widely as 
one of the most harmful dou- 
ble agents in US history. 


1 



‘Bara 
shows it can 

strike 



Kremlin fall-out: President Yeltsin at yesterday’s emergency meeting. ‘How can we 
understand you, generals? Are you playing games? 1 he raged Photograph: Globenet 


Kio vinovot? asks thedassfe 
Russian question. Who rs 

® U rSie seizure yesterday of 

m0 re than 1,000 civilian 
hostages by ^echen retek m 

southern Russia left President 
Boris Yeltsin incandescent with 
fury at the incompetence ot tus 
miutaiy and security service 
commanders. , 

‘Tiow can we understand 
you, generals? Are you playing 

games? Several thousand ser- 
vicemen were in the rebels 
path but they still passed 
through," he raged at a meet- 
ing of ministers called to deal 
with the emergency. 

The rebel raid on the town ot 
Kizlyar was all the more hu- 
miliating because it was only Iasi 
week that the Kremlin ap- 
pointed a new commander. 
General Vyacheslav Tikhomi- 
rov. to conduct operations 
against the Chechen insurgents, 
fo remarks likely to return to 
haunt him, the general pre- 
dicted an end to the Chechen 
war by this summer because 
“these are just a band of aimed 
bandits who are oppressing and 
degrading their people”. 

The problem for Mr Yeltsin 
is that, 13 months after his 
armed forces launched their 
crackdown in Chechnya, rebel 
units still seem capable of se- 
lecting targets at will and car- 
rying out devastating attacks. 
The Kizlyar raid was almost a 
carbon copy of an assault in 
June on Budyonnovsk, where 
more than 100 people were 
killed in a hostage drama that 
lasted almost a week. 

A month ago a prominent 
rebel commander, Aslan Mas- 
khadov, masterminded an at- 
tack on Gudermes. Chechnya's 
second-largest city. The guer- 
rillas stayed there a week and 
the fighting was so violent that, 
according^ to Interfax news 
agency, more than 500 apart- 
ment blocks were ruined. 

Scarcely a day passes now 
without a report of Russian mil- 
itazv casualties in this turbulent 
comer of the land. For exam- 
ple. last Thursday one soldier 
was killed and six wounded 
when guerrillas blew np an ar- 
moured troop earner near the 
Chechen capital of Grozny. 

In all. about 2,000 Russian 
servicemen have been killed in 
Chechnya since December 19W 
- a rate that matches that 
suffered by Soviet forces after 
they invaded Afghanistan in 


1979 , Civilian casualties have 
been even higher. jVhK fimir 
Rubanov, deputy secrffl iy of 
Russia’s Security Goanratwhkh 
has co-oidinatM^aa^prigp 
in Chechnya, estimate* that 
20,000 to 30,000 I'taye been 
lolled in the conflict - 

Despite the ferocity of its ef- 
fort the Russian araty hasfeflcd 
to break the spirit aCQieqhen 
resistance or to foreeUie rebels 
to seek a compro mise peace. 
None of the main secesskmist - 
lea ders, from DzboHuir,Pu- 
davev, the republic's President, 
to' Shamil Basayev, who Je<J 
the assault on Bratvonaow^has 
been captured or kilted. 

The Russians' task is made 
especially hard tty the fact ihai 



^ up of seemingly self-suf- 
ficient groups. The band that at- 
tacked Kizlyar is called Lone 
Wolf, and its audacity, dearly 
stunned Mr Yeltsin. - 
In October he: said the 
Chechen crisis was iheiaggest 
disappointment of Ins presi- 
dency, and it woul d-agpe g he 

underestimated the dimOafiy ef 

subduing a natkmaccuadmed 
to resisting Moscow’s authori- 
ty. 1 1 is a crisis that cries out for 
a negotiated settlement, yet 
iheKrdvar raid has almost cer- 
tainly damaged wfaat prospects 
existed for an eariv peace. 

With Russia five months 
from a critically important pres- 
idential election, it wig be vir- 
tually impossible for either Mr 
Yeltsin or any' other candidate 
to advocate compromise waifc 
the Chechens. • • 

Briefly last summer it ap- 
peared the Kremlin was con- 
sidering a deal with the 
Chechens. The Budyonnovsk 
raid prompted the Prime Min- 
ister, Viktor Oicrncmyrdin, to 
take control of the crisis and be 
agreed a truce with the rebels. 

However. Moscow's pre- 
ferred option still seems to be 
force, a point underlined by Mr 
Yeltsin last year when, in foe 
company of President B3I Clin- 
ton at Halifax. Nova Scotia, he 
denounced Chechnya as J a 
world centre of terrorism, cor- 
ruption, bribeiy and the mafia". 

For their part, the Chechens 
have not budged from their de- 
mand that aB Russian troops 
should leave the republic, and 
their hopes of independence re- 
main very much alive. 

Tony Barber 
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143 Uses for a Lemon 


You already know lemons are 
good for you. but did you know 
mat lemons can also be used to: 

• Fight worms 

• Heai wans 

• Dear away pimples 

• Counteract poison ivy 

• Relieve neuralgia 

• Stop nausea 

• Prevent jetlag 

• Relieve indigestion 

• Stop hiccups 

- Clear laryngitis 

• Relieve hangovers 

• Brighten eyes 

• Relieve hektaches 

- Stop diarrhoea 

- Stop bleeding 

• Ana foal's not all... 

DID YOU KNOW THAT: 

• Sprinkling lemon juice along 
the doorstep sends garden 
ants scurrying off 

■ Lemons also deter slugs and 
snails 


Lemons are Just about the 
best way to shine pewteT 
plates and tankards 
•The best way to clean nei 
curtains is with lemon and 
cold water 

• Lemon can be used exten- 
sively ro treat hair and revive 
skin texture. 

• THE LEMON BOOK To 
order send your name, add- 
ress and book title with pay- 
ment ( cheque or Visa! Access 
wuh expiry date) of £9.95 
which includes postage and 



i 


wr uru 

or telephone their 24 hou 
order fine on 0J206 82560 
( quoting reference L E 
Allow up to 14 days for delh 
ery. You may return the boo 
any time within three month 
for a full refund if not ss/rve 
satisfied. 
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°cro snipers 
say farewell 
to Sarajevo 
with bullets 


EMMADA1Y 

Sarajevo 

One man was killed and six peo- 
ple. including a six-vear-oid 
boy. were wounded yesterday in 
an attack on a tram in central 
“frajevo lhai came hours before 
the expiry of a deadline imposed 
by rebellious Serbs desperate to 

"SiffeDVO. peace plan. 

rrencti Nato troops deployed 
along bniper Alley returned 
with 20mm cannon towards 
the Serb-held suburb of 
Grbavrca, which is due io reven 
to government control next 
raonth under the peace plan, 
ine soldiers reported a stream 
of sniper fire coming from Gr- 
bavica, some 200 yards from 
Snifter Alley across the Miljac- 
ka river, and dispatched a pa- 
trol to seek the source. 

The first Sarajevan to die 
since the peace plan was signed 
in December lay on a carpet of 
glass on the floor of the tram, 
his body covered by a brown 
blanket. A six-year-old boy. 
Nedtm Corovic. sat in the emer- 
gency room at Kosevo hospital 
blood on his T-shirt. Like the 
five others injured when a rock- 
et-propelled grenade crashed 
through the roof of the tram, he 
was not badly hurt. 


At the time of the attack the 
tram driver. Mehliba Dzevlan. 
was at a stop opposite the Hol- 
iday Inn. She told passengers 
to get off, then drove on to the 
nearest first aid post; "I did not 
expect this to happen. We'll see 
if they fl-ForJ do anything dif- 
ferent from the UN." 

A spokesman for I-For. the 
Nato Implementation Force, 
said French troops who were 
forced into a gun battle with the 
Serbs would continue their in- 
vestigations. “We view this as a 
serious, senseless and coward- 
ly attempt to disrupt the peace 
process," Major Simon Hase- 
lock said. 

The Serb leadership, repre- 
sented by Momcilo Krajisnik, 
the Serb assembly speaker, as 
Radovan Karadzic is barred 
from contact with I-For as a sus- 
pected war criminal, wrote to 
Admiral Leighton Smith, the I- 
For commander, demanding 
that he postpone until 15 Sep- 
tember the hand-over of five 
suburbs around Sarajevo to the 
Muslim-led government. 

Mr Krajisnik warned that 
without such a postponement, 
which he wanted confirmed by 
today, there would be a mass ex- 
odus of Serbs from the area. 

Yesterday several explosions 
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Walesa 
asks for 
his old 
job back 


Peace derailed: Government soldiers inspect a tram hit by Serb snipers in Sarajevo in which a man was killed 


rocked Grbaviua and other sub- 
urbs as Serb forces apparently 
blew up and set fire to buildings. 
At dusk, four fires could be seen 
burning in the hills north of the 
city. Chic large building was 
razed, its beams burning furi- 
ously for at least two hours. 

I-For troops investigating the 


explosions could not say what 
had been burnt hut speculated 
that the destruction was a dra- 
matic farewell by Serbs who are 
furious about their Josses. 

“I’m so angry about every- 
thing that 1 have no words for 
you." said one Serb man stand- 
ing in (be back of a lorry filled 


with his furniture, as he pre- 
pared to leave Grbavica. 

“I'm leaving with my familv 
and where I go is my business," 
be said. A broom, an ironing 
board and a sledge leant against 
the wall of his apartment block. 
A friend helped to heave a table 
into the lorry. 


Last month. Serbs in the five 
suburbs said they would noL stay 
without guarantees of safety. 

The Bosnian government 
yesterday issued an amnesty to 
all Serb soldiers except those 
who are listed as war criminals. 
However, the Muslim govern- 
ment’s gesture failed to impress 


Photograph: Globe net 

those Serbs who live in 
Grbavica. 

“Why should we need their 
amnesty?" the man asked. “It's 
an amnesty to keep me here in 
prison," added the man's friend 
“It's rubbish. We lost our hous- 
es on the other side and now we 
have to leave here too." 


Bildt accuses US of undermining Bosnia reconstruction 


SARAH HELM 

Brussels 

Transatlantic tensions over 
peace-making in Bosnia erupt- 
ed yesterday when Carl Bildt. 
the man in charge of imple- 
menting the civilian side of the 
peace deal attacked the US for 
deliberately undermining the 
reconstruction effort 
Speaking in graphic terms, 
Mr Bildt, the former Euro- 
pean peace co-ordinator, took 1 
the stage at a Brussels press con- 
ference to describe how hiS 
reconstruction team had been 
barred, on US orders, from all 


former United Nations facilities 
in Zagreb and Sarajevo. As a 
result, he said, they had been 
forced to grovel for shelter and 
telephone lines as they at- 
tempted to establish a presence 
in the former Yugoslavia. 

“We have had to negotiate for 
every single telephone line and 
single metre of office space," he 
said, describing the situation in 
Sarajevo as more divided than 
Berlin during the Cold War. Mr 
Bildt told how he personally had 
withdrawn 300,000 German 
marks from an EU account 
fast week and carried the notes 
out to Bosnia in a suitcase. 


Mr Bildt was hitting back at 
stinging criticism from Wash- 
ington that he and fellow Eu- 
ropeans have dithered in setting 
up the rebuilding side of the 
peace operation. Washington 
has proudly acclaimed the suc- 
cess so farof J-Fbr. the military 
Implementation Force, which & 
US-led and involves the de- 
ployment of 60,000 Nato troops. 
But American officials have let 
it be known that they believe the 
Europeans have been slack and 
indecisive in fulfilling their role. 

Mr Bildt. appointed as High 
Representative for reconstruc- 
tion in December, has been sin- 


gled out for failing to set up his 
office in Sarajevo. Yesterday Mr 
Bildt pointed out that he could 
not have set up his operation 
faster without ready facilities 
and money. 

The UN has largely with- 
drawn from Sarajevo and Za- 
greb. However, Mr Bildt said 
bitterly yesterday, the US has 
taken over the many fully 
equipped UN facilities for the 
military operation, while barring 
the European reconstruction 
team. 

Mr Bildt aims to have a team 
of about 50 in Sarajevo and 30 
in Brussels, but arrangements 


have been further hampered by 
an extreme shortage of money. 
European funds for recon- 
struction - now totalling lZIhn 
ecus (£10.1 bn) - have been 
slow in flowing and do money 
has yet come from the US or 
elsewhere outside Europe. 


“Everything that has been done 
on reconstruction so far has 
been done by the Europeans," 
he said. 

Behind the row lies a histo- 
ry of acrimony between the 
Europeans and the US over the 
credit for peace in former 


Yugoslavia. Since the start of the 
US-led peace initiative, the Eu- 
ropeans have voiced caution 
about Washington’s optimism. 
Mr Bildt warned that, whatev- 
er the military achievements, 
reconciliation between the par- 
ties was still a long way off. 


ADRIAN BRIDGE 

Central Europe Correspondent 

Lech WiJesa yesterday proved 
that he has not lost his taste for 
the unexpected by submitting an 
extraordinary request to his 
former employers at the Gdan- 
sk shipyard — to give him back 
his ola job as an electrician. 

The unprecedented move, 
less than a month after the de- 
feated president handed over Lo 
the farmer Communist Alek- 
sander Kwasniewski, appeared 
on one level to be a protest 
about money. According to Mr 
Walesa's wife, Danuta, although 
her husband was now entitled 
to a full-time bodyguard, he 
would only be drawing his old 
presidential salary for a further 
three months, then he would re- 
ceive nothing. “He must earn 
money to support the family." 
the mother of eight said from 
the family home in Gdansk. 

Technically, Mr Walesa, Pres- 
ident for five years, has been on 
an extended leave of absence 
from die firm once known as the 
Lenin shipyard, where he used 
to repair electric cart engines 
and from which he launched the 
Solidarity trade union that 
brought down Communism. 

His former colleagues were 
incredulous, and delighted, to 
hear that he may be rejoining 
them. “Walesa is a first-class 
specialist and we will have him 
back with great joy," Piotr 
Witek, head erf the shipyard’s re- 
pairs section, told Gozeta 
Wyborcza. If Mr Whiesa does 
return to the shipyard, his 
monthly salary will be 500-600 
zlotys (about £150) - just over 
half the 1.000 zlotys paid to his 
bodyguard. 

Despite claims of impending 
penury, few believed Mr Wale- 
sa's motive was financial, with 
many seeing it as part of his 
wider strategy to reunite 
Poland's fractured opposition 
and perhaps even to recreate 
something of the old Solidari- 
ty movement. 


Only Cellphones Direct can offer 
a range of bargains like this. 




When it comes to the best deals on 
Nokia, nobody beats Cellphones Direct 
Just take a look at these January special 
offers, for example. We've slashed the 
price on the feature-packed Nokia 232. 
We have an exclusive package deal on 
the top-selling Nokia 101. Or you can be 
among ihe first to buy the exciting new, 
lightweight model 909. 

Whichever Nokia you choose you get 
free connection to Vodafone LowCatl Tariff. 

Simply phone us with your credit 
card details to receive your phone within 4 
working days. 
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to <£6,000 
cashback 
on your 
mortgage? I 


. Phis a 3% discount 
in (he first year. 

4 . 49 % C 4 . 6 apr) 

At the Woolwich our new 
Cashback Plus Mortgage offers 
up to £6,000* cashback and a 3% 
discount for one year. It's available 
to all new mortgage customers and 
existing customers on the move. 

if you take out a mortgage at 
our standard variable rate, and do 
not borrow more than 95% of the 
Society’s valuation, not only will 
we reduce your payments by 3% 
for the first year fejit - after 
completion - we will give you a 
cheque for 3% of the loan up to 
£ 6 , 000 ! 
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Now, with our 
award-winning 
performance for our mortgages 
over the long-term, this offer is 
more proof that it's good to be with 
the Woolwich. 

So call in to your local 
Woolwich branch to have a chat 
with our mortgage adviser. Or call 
us free Monday to Friday 8.30am - 
9.00pm, Saturday 9.00am - 3-OOpm 
or Sunday 10.00am - 2.00pm on 
0800 88 88 00 quoting ref: II 101. 

It’s good to be with the 

WOOLWICH 

BUILDING S O C I £ r y 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A 
MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 

•See our leaflet for full details. Tbe rate b variable and the APR te variable and typical These lcro» apply only tvfwre > wrtnen offer of advance wis Issued 
on or liter 15 12.95 and the monpage completed by 31.5.1996. Typical erampte: based on an endowment imerrsi rut of -4.49K 4,6*1 APR flhf* 
represent* a discount otiS off the standard variable mortgage rate, currently '..!«*» ^8*- APR) and a purchase price of JTO.OOO. a couple taking out a 
mortgage or £52,000 over 25 rears i where the amount of die advance i< 74% of the Society’s valuation of the propcrtyi would ply Interest at SI 94.57 
per monib Rites iJOO payments) Accrued interest S£TU 8. Valuer* fee £155.00. Application fee £195.00 Solicitor's mortgage charges £100.00. Deeds 
AdminM moon Fee payable on nrfOTprioni50.«> wd a single repayment of capiHJ of £52, OOO. Toul Jtnouni pa>aWc£J JO.OwiJW. APB The 

rumple assumes the mortgage starts in the middle of the month, a minimum guaranteed death benefit of £52.000 and a term of 25 years for the 
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to sums, valuation and a minimum age of Id. A wrtnen quotation i« available un request from ary branch or from W oolwich Butkiing ■iocicn. Dcpi LS, 
Corporate HQ. Wailing Street, Bexieyheaih. Kent DAO 7RR. The Woolwich Budding Society represents only the Woolwich Marketing Uroup. which is 
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TERESA POOLE 

Peking 

Malcolm Rifkind, the Foreij 


na to be open about conditions 
in its orphanages. He said he 
had told his counterpart, Qian 
Qichen “that the best way In 
which China could reassure the 
world that there were no abus- 
es at these orphanages was to 
allow complete transparency, 
completely open contact to 
show that there was nothing to 
hide. And we very much hope 
that that kind of assurance can 
be given”. 

Mr Rifkind was speaking af- 
ter more than two hours of dis- 
cussions with Mr Qian during 


which both sides appeared to 
have decided not to let Peking’s 
anger over last night's screen- 
ing of the Channel 4 docu- 
mentary Return to the Dying 
Rooms disrupt negotiations 
over Hong Kong. Despite ear- 
lier warnings that the pro- 
gramme was “certainly harmful 
for the environme n t of these dis- 
cussions”, the foreign ministry 
spokesman. Chen Jian, later 
characterised the meeting as 
“frank and pragmatic” and its 
outcome “beneficial”. 

hi a sign that Sino-British re- 
lations continue to improve, the 
Chinese confirmed that Mr 
Rifkind would today meet the 
Prime Minister, Li Peng, and 
will tomorrow bold talks 


with President Jiang Zemin. 

In his fist visit as Rwejgn Sec- 
retary to China, Mr Rifkmd said 
he had raised a number of hu- 
man rights issues with Mr Qian 
including the recent Human 
Rights Witch report on Chinese 
orphanages, the 14-year jail 
sentence for the dissident Wei 
Jingsheng, and Tibet. 

The Chinese side bad de- 
fended its position that there 
was no abuse of the country’s 
orphans “in very robust terms, 
but at no time was it implied 
that the subject matter of the 
programme would have any 
implications for the relations be- 
tween the British and Chinese 
governments". Earlier in the 
week a Chinese embassy official 


in London was quoted as say- 
ing screening the documen- 
tary, which indoded the Human 
Rights Winch findings, would 
“poison’ 1 relations. 

“With regard to Wei Jing- 
sheng,” said Mr Rifkind, “we 
emphasised our view that the 
sentence imposed upon him 
seemed very, very harsh in- 
deed when one thirds of what 
seems to be the relatively minor 
offences with which he was 
charged." Mr Qian repeated the 
rhinflga position that the sen- 
tence was “justified”. 

Mr Rifkind also raised “the 
sufcgect of Tibet and the need for 
dialogue with the Tibetans and, 
if posable, with the Dalai I .ama 
with regard to Tibetan matters”. 


On resolving outstanding a- . 
sues over Hong Kong, he re- 
ported progress in -five areas. 
The most important of these 
was a commitment from Mr 
Qian “that, all those persons 
with permanent resident status 
who are now in HongrKong will 
continue to have. resident sta- - 
tus after 1997”. Although the 
question was posed after con- 
cerns were raised by Hoag . 
Kong businessmen without the 
right to Chinese nationality, 
Kfr Rifkmd said he understood 
it would also to apply to ethnic 
Chinese with foreign passports. 

Raking had also agreed to gore 
the go-ahead to. the “vexed 
question” of the stalled CT9 
container port. "We have been 


informed that the Chinese gov- 
ernment can accept. whatever 
the companies (in me port con- 
sortium] toemfidyraamea 7^ 
is very satisfactory,” said Mr 

- Rifkin d. : ■ 

There was also agreement 
that the Preparatory Commit- 
tee which wHl setnptoepcst- 
1997 goveaunentwm establish 
liaison with the present Hong 
Kong government A minute 
was sighed ovier China’s 
arrangements for issuing the 
post-1997- Hong Kong pass- 
port^ winch wfil enable London 
to decide within two to three 
months whether such _ 
holders will be allowed visarT 
into the UK. 

Rifkind made no headway 


entry i 


in tiying to persuade Peking not 
to soap Hong Kong’s Legisla- 
tive Council when die colony re- 
verts to China. “I made it dear 
that in ourviewflie dismantle- 
meat of the Legislative Coun- 
cil would- serve no use fill. 

purpose We continue to 

hope that the Chinese govern- 
ment will reconsider their cur- 
rent position.” Mr Chen said the 
Qhmfaw decision "r emains un- 
changed and will not change”. 
H China expressed “grave con- 
cern and strong displeasure” at 
\Sfetthingfoo’sdedsioo to grant 
transit visas to the Taiwanese 
Vice-President Ii Yuan-zu. The 
foreign mimstiy said Thiwan was 
“a very sensitive issue” in Sino- 
US relations. . 



Survivors and local villagers gather round the wreckage of a train crash in the Chandpur district of south-east Bangladesh, in which 16 people were foiled 


Photograph: AFP 


Patten 

Meats 

Foreign 

Office 


STEPHEN VINES 

Hong Kong 

Chris Patten has used the For- 
eign Secretary's viatic impress 
cm him the need for a resolute 
stance in defending institutions 
established by the outgoing 
colonial power. 

Elements within the Foreign 
Office remain deeply sceptical 
of Mr Patten’s ideas and had ap- 
peared to be winning the bat- 
tle to keep the Governor in the 
background. Mr Rifkind ’s visit 
to Hong Kong has clearly 
marked the failure of this effort 

He left Hong Kong issuing a 
dire warning of the “extremely 
damaging” consequences of 
China’s proposal to dismantle 
the colony’s elected legislature 
once it resumes sovereignty on 
1 July next year. The Foreign 
Secretary has not spoken quite 
so bluntly about this in the 
past and indicated he would 
raise this matter in meetings 
with the Chinese leadership. 

However, Mr Rifkind indi- 
rectly acknowledged that 
Britain had little with which to 
persuade China to change its 
pohcy.The main bargaining chip 
was China’s “overwhelming in- 
terest for Hong Kong to be a 
success”. He warned: “if they 
are insensitive, they will be 
shooting themselves in the 
foot”. That is unliketyto be well 

received by Peking, which has 
assembled a group of Hong 
Kong notables who claim that 
there is no demand for more 
representative government. 

The Hong Kong visit has 
caused some problems for the 
Hueigp Secretary. He dismayed 
and annoyed legislators by 
telling them that the colony had 
determined its own policy for 
making the territory a port of 
first asylum for Vietnamese 
boat people, and was therefore 
responsible for solving the 
matter. 

Legislators pointed out that 
the policy was imposed by 
Britain, which determines for- 
eign policy for its colonies. 

There was also anger over 
Mr Rifldnd’s suggestion that 
Hong Kong people have never 
been entitled to full British 
citizenship. 


IN BRIEF 


Zaire crash aircraft ‘was overloaded 7 

Kinshasa — The Russian crew of a cargo plane that crashed into 
a crowded market in the Zaire capital on Monday, killing 264 
people, was in protective custody as an inquiry began. Prelimi- 
naiy reports indicated (he Russian-built Antonov 32 may have 
been overloaded. The aircraft crashed seconds after take-off from 
Kinshasa's Ndolo airport, skidded across a busy street and thun- 
dered through an open-air market. Airport authorities said the 
Jane was carrying engine oil, wheat flour and salted fish bound 
~r Jonas Savixnbfs Unita organisation in Angola. AP 


£ 


North Korea famine reports disputed 

Seoul — Disputing reported prospects of mass starvation in North 
Korea, a South Korean official said the Communist state is not 
expected to face famine until the middle of the year. UN relief 
officials returning from North Korea reported widespread 
hunger after flooding Iasi summer. But South Korea said dire 
predictions do not take into account vast military stockpiles Py- 
ongyang could use to feed its 22 million people. AP 

Spy swap lawyer jailed for extortion 

Berlin — Wolfgang Vogel, the East Berlin lawyer who engineered 
Cold War spy swaps, was convicted of extorting money from East 
German emigrants eager to flee to the West. Vogel was found 
guilty of pcq’ury, four counts of blackmail and five counts of fal- 
sifying documents. He was given a two-year suspended sentence 
and a 92,000 mark (£41.400) fine. Reuter 

Mafia boss exposes Andreotti link 

Padua — An informer told a court that he could have exposed 
Giulia Andreotti, the former Italian prime minister, as someone 
with Mafia links more than 10 years ago but feared efforts would 
be made to discredit his evidence. The witness. Tommaso 
Buscetta, the first boss to expose the Sicilian Mafia’s inner work- 
ings, turned state's evidence in 19S4. Reuter 

Caribbean ‘no dump for dissidents' 

London — Britain's deportation of the Saudi dissident Mohammed 
al-Masari to Dominica could cause civil unresi and be blocked 
by parliament, according to Rosie Douglas, leader of the oppo- 
sition Labour Pant' on the Caribbean island. Whitehall acted 
after pressure from Saudi .Arabia and UK defence firms to curb 
Mt Masari’s campaign against the Saudi regime.“The Caribbean 
is not the dumping ground for dissidents.” Mr Douglas 
added. PA 


Turkish leftists 
kill 3 to avenge 
jail riot deaths 


HUGH POPE 

Istanbul 

Left-wing urban guerrillas 
struck at the heart ofthe Turk- 
ish establishment yesterday, 
murdering a member of the 
popular Sabanci business dy- 
nasty in apparent revenge for 
the police lolling of three com- 
rades in brutal jail riots. 

First reports said the attack 
at the Sabanci Centre sky- 
scraper in Istanbul was carried 
out by a woman with a 
silenced gun who penetrated the 
landmark building, possibly in 
league with the tea lady. The 
attacker shot dead Ozdemir 
Sabanci 54, (he Manchester- 
trained head of the family's car 
making business. 

The intruder also killed 
Haluk Gorgun, head of the 
Sabancis' joint-venture car- 
making plant with Tbyota, and 
Nilgun Hasefe. personal assis- 
tant to the dynasty's leading fig- 
ure, Sakip Sabanci Salop and 
others of the five Sabanci broth- 
ers were apparently on the ex- 
ecutive floor at the time. 


the Revolutionary People’s 
Liberation Party-Front (DHKP- 
C), an offshoot of Dev Sol, one 


of the far-left groups whose 
roots go back to the Turkish po- 
litical violence of the 1970s. 

The DHKP-C emerged in 
1995 as the most dangerous and 
best organised left-wing group 
in Tinkey, staging 178 violent in- 
cidents. The group has made a 
speciality* of revolts in Thridsh 
prisons. Three DHKP-C mem- 
bers were killed last Thursday 
when a rebellion in the Um- 
raniye-Uskudar jail was sup- 
pressed by security forces. 

The government suspended 
two senior officials at tbe Is- 
tanbul jail on Monday pending 
an investigation. This led to the 
release of all thehostages and a 
return to normal yesterday. 

Turkey's secular establish- 
ment received a second blow 
yesterday when President Su- 
leyman Demirel gave the pro- 
Islamist Welfare Party the first 
chance to form a government 
from the divided parliament 
elected on 24 December. 

The Welfare Party leader, 
Necmettin Erbakan, has no ob- 
vious coalition partners and 
President Demirel said after 
meeting leaders of all five par- 
liamentary parties that “unless 
somebody comes to me with a 
government ready on paper, I 



Police lifting a prisoner into an ambulance near Ankara 
after suppressing a jail riot- Photograph: AFP 


will not approve it.” 

“Such is the price of stub- 
bornness,” screamed a banner 
headline in the nationalist dai- 
ly Huniyet, blaming Mr Er- 
bakan’s success on the feud 
between the two leaders of tbe 
centre-right, Mesut YQmazand 
Tansu GBer, who stays on as act- 
ing Prime Minister. 

Ttirks hope the 197Qs-style 
political deadlock will not be ac- 
companied by 197Qs-style po- 
litical violence, and that the 
military stays watching from 
the sidelines. 

Left-wing passions have been 
inflamed tty police actions, in- 
cluding tbe forcible burial with- 
out funerals of the prisoners 
killed in last week's riots. Dur- 
ing the stand-off, hundreds of 
would-be mourners and 
demonstrators were rounded up 
by police and kicked and 


punched as they were herded, 
hands over their heads, into a 
nearby sports stadium. 

Turkish commentators did 
notsidewith toe prisoners. The 
liberal daityTtayn blamed back- 
ward Thridsh 12^ for mixing vi- 
olent terrorists with prisoners of 
conscience. 

The economy is giving con- 
flicting signals. GNP growth 
ran at over 7 per cent in 1995 
and foreign investment reached 
a record high, while inflation is 
still over 80 per cent and the 
IMF has suspended its stand-by 
programme. 

But the Turkish left-wing 
commentator Ahmet Allan 
thought there was a deeper 
malaise. “A beaten army and a 
collapsing regime are always 
dangerous for people,” he said. 
“And in TUrfcey the regime is 
breaking down.” 


10,000 murders uphold 
SAh name for violence 


ROBERT BLOCK 

Johannesburg 

South Africa’s designation as 
toe most violent country in toe 
world outside a war zone looks 
unlikely to change, accordingto 
toe latest police statistics. 

More than 10,000 people 
were murdered in toe mst sev- 
en months of last year, accord- 
ing to toe South African Police 
Service’s National Crime In- 
formation Mana^ment Centre. 
In the same period, 1,126,101 
serious crimes were reported 
across the country, exriuanjg the 
old homelands. 

The total includes 46,752 
armed robberies, 55,890 cases 
of car theft, 18^84 rapes. 96391 
aggravated assaults, 90,410 
common assaults, and 10,161 
murders, an average of one 
murder eveiy 29 minutes. 

While comparative figures 
for the same period in 1994 
were not immediately avail- 
able, figures for the first six 
months of 1994 and 1995 
showed substantial increases 
in all violent crimes except 
murder, which had decreased by 
7 per cent in 1995. 

Police stress that the figures 
are preliminary and ihaf they 
will not know the true picture 
until later this year. “At toe mo- 
ment we are optimistic that 
some ofthe figures, particular- 
ly murder, might be on toe 


decrease,” said Reg Crewe, 
national police spokesman. “Wfe 
will just have to wait and see.” 

Last year the World Health 
Organisation named South 
Africa as the world's murder 
capital. And last week the South 
African National Police Com- 
missioner, George Fivaz, said 
that unless toe police force is 
given the funds it needs to fight 
crime. South Africa risks 
becoming a “gangster state".; 

Violence has long plagued 
South Africa, but under 
apartheid the country’s whites 
reassured themselves that it 
was mostly confined to black 
townships. While violent crime 
has now spilled over into toe 
white suburbs, it still affects 
blacks significantly more than 
whites. It is estimated that, on 
average, 15 per cent of a South 
African’s disposable income is 
spent on security measures. 

Thousands of young Eng- 
lish-speaking white profession- 
als are opting to emigrate. 
While the exodus is hard to 
measure, the High Commission 
for Australia, one of the most 
popular destinations, says it re- 
ceives around 50 applications a 
week from would-be migrants. 

According to one recent sur- 
vey, there may be as many as 
250,000 white South Africans, 
or 5 per cent of tbe total white 
population, now living abroad. 
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from just £30 the RAC covers you 
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Fnm iujI £30 for o full 1 2 months* cover. no one offers 
you more security on tfie rood ihon tfw RAC: 

■ RAC Rescue covers you, not your cor. So now 
you con coll on vs whenever you need fast roadside 
assistance, even when you're simply o passenger in 
someone efse's car. 

■ Roadside Rescue. In more than 8 out of 10 
coses, our patrols can fix cars on the spot. 
Otherwise, they'll taw you ta a nearby garage, free 
of charge. 

■ Accident Service. A replacement cor, free legal 
advice, plus we'll deal with your insurers. 


Theft and Vandalism Cover, if your car's stolen or 
can't be driven because of vondofem, we'I remove it 
to o nearby garage or secure area 

■ Battery Assist. A new battery on the spot. 

Whenever service you me. callouts and our labour ore 
free - you only pay for parts. 

You con a bo tod or your cover to meet your needs, with 
the option to take out Joint and Family Cover or odd our 
‘At Home' service. 

Don't waft until you breok dwn. find out how to join the 
RAC today. 
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r makes 


sure it’s lee 
Cold in Harlem 


Ls sU U tying >0 defend mv 
actons during ih e bli^urd of 
the centuiy that the weather 

E3EK£F cul " y dttfc 

^ woridn S Gnc - 
Honest No mention of crippled 
^nages and frozen third mils. 
And the train had pulled into 
2J J 0 ®** s ‘a*'on. a ghostly 
plume of powder behind it 
bang on time. Utile did I know. 
«„ LlItle . dld 1 know, for in- 
stance, that what I thought was 
me «>sn am was actually the 
6.36. exactly two hours late. 
And little did 1 know, even 
though 1 have ridden this line 
for over a year, thai once into 
greater New- York, my fine los- 
es the overhead electric cables 
and switches to that dreaded 
third rad for power. Third rails 
are not much good in drifts as 
big as sand dunes in the Sahara. 

Compared with the suffering 
of some otftere in the storm our 
little drama was no more than 
an inconvenience. Even so, 1 
never did make it to Grand Cen- 
tral. When finally, we slithered 
into 125th Street Station 



New Ybrk — The north-east 
United States began diggng 
out yesterday from the btoarti 
that buried airports, naadsand 
cars, Reuter reports. At least 
41 deaths were blamed on the 
storm. The federal gDwsmment 
in Washington remained 
closed for the second day be- 
cause of weather, as did 
schools in NeWtork, Philadel- 
phia and Boston. 

A record 30in fell in 
Philadelphia and more than 
20in accumulated in Man- 
hattan's Central Park, with 
higher amounts elsewhere in 
the city. The storm ranked 
among the top three in New 
■Ybrk City. ■•...• 


Harlem, we had been on that 
train for just over six horns with- 
out refreshment, with only one 
lavatory in a carriage with 
standing room only, and most- 
ly without heal. It was nine 
hours before I made it back 
home to Connecticut, nothing 
achieved. 

For one day, we were the cast 
of one of those Hollywood dis- 
aster movies. "Ice Cold in 
Harlem", perhaps, or “Ap- 
pointment with Ginger". It 
added pep to the script that we 
were almost all well-heeled 
and cosseted suburbanites from 
Connecticut's Gold Coast — 
Wall Street traders, lawyers, 
designers, fashion buyers and 
more traders; people who gen- 
erally prefer to be in control of 
their destinies. 

The trouble-makers, two of 


(hem, happened to be in mv row 
of scats. ( Yes, I at least had a 
scat). The fin.! was a sour- 
looking gentleman with half- 
moon glasses who only once 
unglued his eyes from a raps' of 
the Men- Yorker to complain 
that 1 was disturbing him talk- 
ing to the news desk in London 
on my mobile phone, too loud- 
ly apparently. "Does the whole 
tram have to listen to your tele- 
phone conversations?" he 
inquired rudely. 

The other was across the 
aisle; a younger, athletic-look- 
ing man with a baseball eap. He 
did not miss a single opportu- 
nity to hark insults at the con- 
ductors whenever they passed, 
accusing them of incompetence 
and of lying to us about the 
situation. 

"Oh yeah. 15 minutes. Will 
that 15 minutes end today or to- 
morrow?" or, to white-haired 
conductor, "Hey. old man, you 
don't know how to run a rail- 
road. Why don’t vou retire and 
go home"’ 

It was probably after about 
two hours when we had just 
made it out of Fbrdham, u stop 
in the Bronx that wc began to 
realise that our plight was seri- 
ous. “"We are having trouble 
making contact with the third 
rail," came one of Lhe last mes- 
sages over the address system 
before ail power was lost and 
even that packed up. “You folks 
should have stayed at home". 
Well, yes, we were beginning to 
get that part. 

After some agonising mirrutes 
of jerky stops and starts, the 
train and the third rail finally 
parted company. And that was 
that. We were in a shallow cut- 
ting, beneath some public hous- 
ing blocks with a playground 
behind a high chicken-wire 
fence. It wasn't long before the 
children began to take interest. 
In small groups, they waded 
through the snow to peer 
through the wire at this train 
that would not move. “Yes, 
there are people in here. Help 
us!” a man shouted For the first 
time, . the whole carriage 
laughed. 

We laughed again when an- 
other man rang home on his 
mobile and asked his wife if 
we were on the news. Appar- 
ently, we were. “Is be ordering 
pizza?" someone else asked. 
Then came hope of rescue. A 
diesel train was on its way to 
lake us off our Marie Celeste and 
into New York. It would have 
only five carriages and our train 
was seventeen long, but they 
would try to cram us in. About 
an hour later, the diesel pulled 
up. We whooped with excite- 
ment. By now, most of us were 
freezing’ at least from the knees 
down. 

We waited, the diesel roared 
and — it chugged away again 



international 


Wife on Death 
Row spurns 
clemency plea 


Great white way: A lone figure battles along in New York’s Seventh Avenue - a 
normally hustling thoroughfare turned into a wilderness by the blizzard Photograph: AP 


into the white wastes without us. 

Nota good moment. The two 
Japanese gentleman with tittle 
English in the seals behind 
were doubly confused. So were 
we all. Onfy later did I discov- 
er that the so-called rescue 
team on the diesel had forgot- 
ten to bring along the little 
draw-bridges need for us to get 


from our train to theirs. Great. 

In the end. it was five engi- 
neers who tramped down the 
line with gas blow-torches who 
saved us. One by one the con- 
tact pads beneath the carriages 
were thawed of snow and finally, 
just as the blizzard outside was 
easing, we were on our way. At 
125th Street only one door 


would open. Just opposite it on 
the platform was a billboard ad- 
vertising Jamaican Airlines and 
teasing us with a beach scene of 
palms and turquoise waters. 
Behind me, as we filed off, I 
head a voice saying: “We were 
kids when we got on this train". 

David Usbome 


JOHN GARUN 

Washington 

Guinevere Garcia warns to die. 
Many people, in her shoes, 
would want to die loo. In a 
week’s time the state of Illinois 
plans to oblige her: Wednesday 
17 January ls the date scheduled 
for her execution. 

The bald facts of (he case arc 
that Garcia, who is 35 and had 
previously been jailed for killing 
her baby, shot her husband 
dead after a drunken quarrel in 
July 1491. A court sentenced her 
to death in October 1992. 

Against Garcia's explicit 
wishes. Amnesty International 
has launched a campaign to de- 
prive her of her dying wish. 

The Governor of Illinois, 
who has the power to gram a 
pardon, has been besieged by 
letters from Amnesty members 
world-wide. 

In response to a formal pe- 
tition for demeney co-signed by 
Bianca Jagger, a member of the 
Amnesty 'international Lead- 
ership Council, the Illinois 
Prison Review Board meets to- 
morrow to hear the case for a 
reprieve. 

When Guinevere Garcia, 
born Swan, was IS months old 
her alcoholic mother plunged to 
her death from an apartment 
window. 

Her father abandoned her 
and her grandparents took her 
in. When she was six an unde 
raped her, which he continued 
to do for the next five years. 
Court records show that while 
the grandmother did nothing to 
stop the abuse, she did express 
concern as to whether the un- 
cle was wearing a condom. 

At 14 the girl was gang-raped 
by five teenage boys, none of 
whom was convicted, and short- 
ly afterwards her grandfather 
sold her in marriage for $1500 
to an Iranian student who 
sought legal residency status in 
the United States. 

When she was 15 she became 
stripper and a prostitute. 
When she was 17 she gave 
birth - not by her husband - to 
daughter she called Sara. 
Rows with the grandmother 


over custody of the baby, com- 
bined with the fear that her child 
would inherit (he mother's fate, 
led her io suffocate Sara when 
she was 11 months old. 

In 19S3 she pleaded guilty to 
Sira’s murder (she had been ar- 
rested in 1981) and was sen- 
tenced to 20 vears in prison; she 
served 10. On her release she 
married George Garcia, who 
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Guinevere Garcia: Victim 
of horrific abuse 

was 60 and a client from her 
days as a prostitute. 

It was not a happy marriage. 
On one occasion, as medical 
records show, he attacked her 
with a piece of glass, inflicting 
a two- inch cut in her vaginal and 
rectal walls. 

One night in July 1991 she 
went home drunk, straight from 
a fight with Ihe uncle who had 
raped her as a child, and shot 
her husband. In October 1992 
she was sentenced to death by 
lethal injection. 

The court found that she 
had not been “under the influ- 
ence of extreme mental or emo- 
tional disturbance at the time of 
the crime". 

In November 1994 the case 
went to the Supreme Court on 
appeal. Five of the seven judges 


concurred with the sentence 
which, by majority ruling, was 
upheld. 

One of the dissenting judges, 
justice Freeman, said in a doc- 
ument made public in March 
last year that the court had been 
“clearly wrong" in failing to lake 
properly into account the fac- 
tors in mitigation of semence. 

Justice Freeman's arguments 
will form part of the clemency 
case at tomorrow's prison- 
board hearing. 

Ms Jaggcr will be among 
those testifying. In the petition, 
dated 5 January, which she co- 
wrote with an Illinois prison- 
rights advocate, she said: “If 
clemency is refused to Guine- 
vere Garcia, the cycle of vio- 
lence against this woman is 
completed and all of us are 
shamed ... The execution of 
Guinevere Garcia is the ulti- 
mate act of injustice against this 
battered woman." 

Garcia believes death would 
be the ultimate act of mercy. 
She recently told a judge: “I 
don't worn to die. Your Honour, 
but my Life is miserable. 1 made 
peace with God and myself. I 
am sitting in prison while my vic- 
tims are" dead. My life has no 
purpose, no meaningful exis- 
tence." In an interview, Ms 
Jagger said she had agonised 
over her decision to intervene 
in the case: “1 can understand, 
of course, why she feels the only' 
thing left for her is to die. But 
I also feel that the state has no 
right to execute her. 

“She is the quintessential 
case of a battered woman and 
an abandoned child. What I 
have discovered is that in almost 
all instances, the people on 
Death Row who have with- 
drawn their appeals against ex- 
ecution have been abused as 
children; almost all the women 
on Death Row have histories of 
terrible degradation." 

If the Review Board hearing 
goes Garcia’s way, she will be 
only the second woman to be ex- 
ecuted since the reintroduc- 
tion of the death penalty in the 
United States in 1977 and the 
first to be executed in Illinois 
since 1938. 


Clinton at ri s k 
as Hillary lands 
in double trouble 


China 
starves 
babies 
by the 

thousand 

1 ^ ; . 
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If you saw "Return to the 
Dying Rooms" on Channel 4, 
you may want to know how 
you can help. Donations, 
made payable to "The Dying 
Rooms Trust", can be made at 
any National Westminster 
Bank - account number 
4349564S, sort code 60-40-09. 
For a lobbying pack, send a 
s.a.e. to: 

The DtfmS Tvooms Trust 

The Jubilee Campaign, 

St John's, Cranleigh Road, 
Guildford GU5 OQX. 

Registered charity no. 1049321 


RUPERT CORNWELL 
Washington 


It was supposed to be a week in 
which the launch of the Fust 
Lady’s book would seal her 
reputation as a global authori- 
ty cm ebadrens’ welfare. Instead, 
Hillary Clinton is back in her no 
less familiar role of wicked 
witch of the White House, en- 
tangled anew in controversies 
that could damage her hus- 
band's chances of winning a sec- 
ond presidential term this year. 

The trouble is twofold. Doc- 
uments released at the weekend 
suggest that in the mid-I9SQs in 
Arkansas she may have done 
considerably more legal work 
for the foiled savings bank at the 
heart of the Whitewater affair 
than she has so far admitted. 
And new evidence has emerged 

dered tlK^?^3ra^mgs of the 
WhiLe House travel-office staff, 
a debacle for which other offi- 
cials have been censured. 

Neither development, by the 
standards of Washington scan- 
dals, amounts to a “smoking 
gun". Both, however, add to the 
sensation that the While House 
has failed to tell the truth on ei- 
ther matter. They prompted the 
influential columnist William 
Safire to brand Mrs Clinton “a 
congenital liar’’ in Monday's 
New ybrk Times. Asked to com- 
ment on that allegation, the 
White House spokesman yes- 
terday declared that if Mr Clin- 
ton were not President be 
“would have delivered a more 
forceful response ... on the 
bridge of Mr Safire’s nose". 

Alas for the Clintons; their 
PR problems cannot be settled 
by a bout of fisticuffs. At the very 
least, the promotional tour for 
Mis Clinton’s book, 7t Takes a 
Village and Other Lessons Chil- 
dren Teach Us, with which her 
staff hod planned to polish an 
image of a caring, socially 
involved First Lady, threatens 
to become an itinerant press 
conference on Whitewater. 

At worst, the revelations 
could lead to the spectacle of 
Mrs Clinton testifying hi person 
on Capitol HfiL to the separate 
congressional committees in- 
vestigating Whitewater and the 


1993 “Travelgate" affair. A final 
decision has not been taken, but 
Senator A1 D’Amato, the highly 
partisan New York Republican 
who beads the Senate White- 
water panel, has spoken of 
“tremendous inconsistencies" 
between the documents just 
released and previous sworn 
statements by Mrs Clinton. 

It now seems probable that 
Mr D’ Amato will be able to pro- 
long his investigations beyond 
the original cutoff dale of 29 
February, keeping Whitewater 
in the public eye deep into the 
presidential election campaign. 
Indeed, the First Lady's mis- 
adventures may already be 
affecting her husband’s poUtical 
standing. 

Reversing the trend of recent 
months, a new CNN-IZ&4 Today 
poll shows Mr Clinton once 
again trailing his likely Repub- 
lican rival for the White House 
next year. Senator Bob Dole, 49 
per cent to 46 per cent, after 
leading by as much as 10 points 
over the autumn. The turn- 
about may be accounted for by 
the unpopularity of US military 
involvement in Bosnia, or by 
public disgust at the budget dis- 
pute. But Whitewater and the 
“Hillary Factor" could also be 
playing a part. 

"Saint or Sinner?" asks 
Newsweek on its current cover 
on the First Lady. Right now, 
and despite Democratic changes 
that she is victim of a Republi- 
can-inspired smear campaign, 
the pendulum ts swinging 
towards the latter. 

The President meanwhile 
suffered an embarrassing legal 
setback of his own yesterday, as 
a federal appeal court ruled (hat 
Paula Jones, the former 
Arkansas state employee who 
says she was sexually harassed 
by Mr Clinton in 1 991, could 
proceed with her case. In doing 
so, the court overruled argu- 
ments by the White House that 
the matter was a distraction 
from his Presidential duties 
and should be deferred until he 
left office. But Mr Clinton's 
lawyers are appealing to the 
Supreme Court, which means 
almost certainly that nothing 
will happen until after the 
November 1996 election. 
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Only if we lower them. 


Compare the interest races on our Business Deposit accounts with 
any of the ‘Big Four* banks and youtl notice one thing immediately. 
Ours are higher. 


[ THE COOPERATIVE BANK BUSHCSS DEPOSIT SERVICES X GROSS RATE. 1 

Balance Band 

Insane 

30 Day 

90 Day 

£500 - £9,999 

!L25 

3.75 

4.44 

£10,000 - £49,999 

3.93 

5.00 

5.15 

£50,000 - £249,999 

4J25 

5.25 

5.75 

<250,000+ 

4.96 

5.75 

6.00 


Which means there is no more profitable home for funds on 
bank deposit than The Co-operative Bank 

Wnh an instant Access account, you can even have a Business 
Banking Cashes rd ihar gives you dye easiest possible access co your 
funds 24 hours a day through Link cash dispensers nationwide. 
Paying in is easy too. You can pay in through our network of deposit 
machines or use the freepost deposit envelopes we provide. 

You can choose your notice period - Instant. 30 day or 90 day. 
5o why wait any longer to enjoy higher interest, 1 Call us today. 


0800 323 323 

Call free quoting reference no. 97601 or post the coupon 


The COOPERATIVE BANK 


Why do business with one that isn't? 


Post to The Co-operative Bank pJLc- FREEPOST (MR8I92), Manchester Ml 9AZ or call free on 0800 323 323 (24 hours a day. 7 days a week). 


Name. 


Organisation name. 


.Position. 

.Address 


.Postcode 


Phone number 


Are you? A limited company or society D A sole mder or partnership O A school O An unincorporated miscellaneous organisation 1 
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Karoly Grosz, the last leader 
of Hungary's ruling old-style 
Communist movement, the 
Hungarian Socialist Workers' 
Party (HSWP}, was at the cen- 
tre of power for barely two years 
but, in the course of his mete- 
oric rise and fall, he oversaw 
Hungary’s transition from one- 
party rule to the beginnings of 
democracy. 

During that period, from 
1987 to 1989, he initiated far- 
reaching changes - mostly in 
economic affairs - and resisted 
many other radical measures de- 
signed to bring Hungary closer 
lo a Western-style multi-party 
system. Though he appeared de- 
termined, decisive and dynam- 
ic at the start of his brief stint 
at the top, by the end he had be- 
come confused, hesitant and 
exhausted. 

Grosz was bom in 1930 in 
Miskolc, centre of Hungary’s 
north-eastern industrial heart- 
land, into a working-class fam- 
ily of ethnic German descent. 
Initially he foDowcd his father 
into the printing trade, but his 
political commitment and am- 
bition destined him for a dif- 
ferent career. He joined the 
Communist Party when he was 
only 15 and within three years 
was working in his home town 
as a full-time, professional Par- 
ty activist. He served as a po- 
litical officer in the army in the 
early 1950s, during the darkest 
days of Stalinism when loyalty 
to the regime counted for 
more than military training or 
experience. 

Grosz resumed his civilian ca- 
reer in 1954 as a junior official 
in the Communist propaganda 
apparatus. He was in 
Miskolc during the 1956 pro- 
democracy uprising, and later in 
life he claimed to have helped 
Communist officials who had 


gone into hiding. At the time he 
approved of the Soviet army's 
intervention which crushed the 
uprising. But later he expressed 
regret for the Communist 
regime's reliance on Soviet mil- 
itary might, because in the 
decades that followed it limit- 
ed the freedom of manoeuvre 
of Hungary’s paramount leader, 
Janos Kadar. who had been in- 
stalled in power by Soviet 
troops in 1956. In any case, 
Grosz was bewildered by the 
events unfolding in Hungary 
and for a time contemplated 
leaving Kadir’s newly formed 
HSWP and abandoning his po- 
litical career until his father 
persuaded him to stay on. 

Grosz's progression there- 
after was steady if unspectacu- 
lar. From 1958 to 1961, he 
edited the provincial newspaper 
Eszok-Magyororszdg, and then 
moved to Budapest, where he 
became HSWP Secretary at 
Hungarian Radio and Television 
- a key job supervising ap- 
pointments and censoring the 
output of the Communist state’s 
main media outlets. He stayed 
in the job until 1968. For the 
next 13 years he worked almost 
entirely in the HSWP's 
Agitation-Propaganda Depart- 
ment, rising to the top post in 
the unit. He was getting close 
to the inner core of power, the 
Party's policy-making Politburo, 
but his ambitions suffered a re- 
verse in 1979 when Kad&r sent 
off the plain-speaking and am- 
bitious Grdsz to head the 
HSWP organisation in bis 
native Borsod county. 

The early 1980s were a high- 
water mark in the Kadar era: af- 
ter years of improving living 
standards - the period of 
“goulash Communism” - the 
new experience of economic 
stagnation, coupled with in- 


Karoly Grosz 



creasing foreign indebtedness, 
led to the steady erosion of 
Kidir’s popularity. Grdsz was 
among the senior figures who 
began to criticise the ageing 
leader and his closest col- 
leagues. As the pressure to 
stop the policy drift increased 
on Kadar, Grtiszwas recalled to 
Budapest to take over the cap- 
ital’s HSWP organisation in 
1984 and the following year he 
joined the Politburo. 

It was at this time that Grrisz 
shot to prominence with his ad- 
vocacy of far-reaching eco- 
nomic reforms. Although 
earlier he had had the reputa- 
tion of a hardliner, he was a 
pragmatist at heart who was ex- 


ploitiiig the twin arategies of re- 
structuring and openness -per- 
estroika and glasnost - pursued 
by the Soviet leader, Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 

As Hungary was struggling to 
overcome a mountain of eco- 
nomic problems under its inef- 
fectual |eriatxic leadership, the 
energetic GriSsz introduced a 
stroqg dose of criticism into the 
C ommunis t policy-making es- 
tablishment, ft was partly to sad- 
dle Gr6sz with the blame for a 
series of much-needed but un- 
popular austerity measures that 
Kddar sanctioned his appoint- 
ment as Prime Minister in June 
1987. A wily operator and great 
survivor, K£ddr thought that 


power would remain in his 
hands as the HSWP’s General 
Secretary while Grdsz, as head 
of government, would have to 
carry the onerous responsibli- 
ty for making the necessary 

ch/m ges. 

But the dynamic Grdsz, 
working 14 to 16 hours a day, 
turned the tables on his boss by 
beginning to transform the gov- 
ernment into a second centre of 
power and undermining 
Kaddr’s position within the 
HSWP. As a result, Kddar was 
removed from the post of 
Party leader - after 32 years - 
at a special conference in May 
198S. Grdsz was elected to 
succeed him. 


For the next six months 
Grtisz combined the posts of 
HSWP General Secretary and 
Prime Minister. Throughout 
19S8 he was introducing a se- 
ries of radical reforms. Hungpy 
became the first Communist- 
ruled country to establish a 
system of universal personal in- 
come tax and VAX These 
chang es were not welcomed by 
Hungarians, who joked at the 
time that Grosz had succesduDy 
combined Swedish levels of 
taxation with Ethiopian wages. 
Bui they helped lay the foun- 
dations for a more rational 
financial system. 

Meanwhile, Hungary was 
»kn forging ahead on the road 


o restoring capUahWjjf 

ralising large-scale private en- 
SmS: and beginning the 

irocess of privatisation. Grrisz 
vas among the 

=aslem Europe » erp^d- 



economic policies fi- 
shed London- And under hnn 
jungary also pioneeredthe 
ractice of virtually unrestnet- 
j travel to the West. 

All these momentous 
janges were happening m 
J88when Grrisz was emerging 
. i - - - — *- ■■ixHcniiifid leader. 



rislation in place, Gz6sz 
Jped down as Prune M irns- 
r ^November 1988. He was 
ready being assailed by more 
dical reformers within the 
immunist leadership, headed 
Imre ftosgay.who envisaged 
angary’s transition to a 
:asi- democratic society, 

rdsz's reluctance to go along 
tb their advocacy of a multi- 
rty svstem turned him almost 
ernigbi from a reformist into 
conservative figure. He also 
and it hard to break with the 
Lbodox Communist interpre- 
[ion of the 1956 uprising as a 
unter-revolution and _ to 
cognise it as a genuine 
tional revolt 

At a meeting of the HSWP 
idership in February 1989 
e radical reformers' views on 
ese key issues prevailed and 
>m then on Gr6szs mflu- 
ice dramatically declined, 
mr months later later he was 
reed to share power with 
ree of his radical rivals, in- 



1989. When the 
HSWP became at thai Congress 
thefirsi ruling 

viet bloc to transform nseif 
into a Western-syte social ^ 
mocratic oigan^oon - tbe_ 
Hungarian Socialist Party 

GriS teft.f th a 

party officials to cany 

Ser for a slightly reformed but 

still d&tioctfy Gwimumslfl**® - 

ment which retained the tame 
of the HSWP. But he took no 
office in the party, and ithas re- 
mained on the margu^^ Hmi- 
garian politics, having faded to 
^ any **ts in parhamcml 
during the two elections of the 

d^Sd of 1989 Gitfsz^ 
fectively retired. He spent the 
final years of his life as a wid- 
ower in an architect-designed 
igloo-shaped house in the qm- . 
et town of Gddollo, on the 



risz was losing the will to 
nue his rearguard action 


against cancer. 

Karoly Grdsz described him- 
self as a Marxist - but no longer 

a Leninist He was highly crit- 
ical of Hungary’s mainstream 
pol iticians - including his one- 
time Communist colleagues — 
because of their whole-hearted 
espousal of the market econo- 
my and thefrpro- Western ori- 
entation. The “Hungarian 
Gorbachev”, he had wanted to 
bring about far-reaching re- 
forms within the Communis! 
system but he did not stand for 
a break with GonununisniitsdL 
. Gabriel Fftrtos 

Karoly Gross, politician : born 
Miskolc. Hungary 1 August J93Q; 
First Secretary, Budapest HSWP 
1 984-87; Prime Minister of Hun- 
gary 1987-88; General Secre- 
tary, HSWP 1988-89; married 
(two sons): died GoddOo, 


Professor John Kenyon 


John Kenyon was one of 
Britain's leading scholars of 
17th-century English history. 
He had held chairs a! the uni- 
versities of Hull, Si Andrews. 
Kansas and Columbia, he pub- 
lished eight substantial scholarly 
books, and was for many years 
one of the most respected re- 
viewers of history for the books 
pages of the Obscner. 

That bare outline of facts 
gives little sense of a man whose 
increasingly Falstaffian figure, 
trenchant judgements and 
sardonic sense of humour 
were known throughout the 
scholarly world. 

I first encountered John 
Kenyon when he was one of a 
glittering quintet of historians 
leaching at Christ’s College, 
Cambridge, in the mid-1950s. 
The others were Jack Plumb, 
Rupert Hall, Frank Spooner 
and Barry Supple. At that time 
these five dons had received lit- 
tle recognition, but they went on 
to produce one knighthood, 
two masterships of Cambridge 
colleges, two Ford lecturers, 
four Fellows of the British 
Academy, five Doctors of Let- 
ters and, of course, five pro- 
fessors. But. Jack Plumb apart, 
it was John Kenyon's reaching 
which most people remember 
besL L, for one, was so impressed 
by being supervised by him in 
his vast three-sided red super- 
vision chair that when he left for 
a professorship at HuD J bought 
it from him and have taught 
another 33 generations of 
Cambridge students in it. 

Kenyon was a product of 
King Edward VII Grammar 
School in Sheffield and then 
Sheffield University. When he 


appeared at Christ’s in 1954 he 
cast himself in the role of mock- 
ing outsider, offering caustic 
criticisms from the hinges of 
college power in the confident 
and correct expectation that 
they would largely be ignored. 
They were. College meetings 
would be punctuated by Keny- 
on’s heavy sighs and even heav- 
ier disapproving sniffs and brief 
dismissive comments,, but the 
college men of affairs went 
about their efficient business un- 
troubled by these background 
muttering. • ..., 

Undistracted by a desire for 
college preferment or college in- 
fluence, Kenyon proceeded to 
lay the solid research founda- 
tions for his scholarly career. He 
was quickly elected into a uni- 
versity lectureship and he pub- 
lished two substantial books in 
quick succession: first a major 
study of Robert Spencer, Earl 
of Sunderland and then his in- 
fluential general history of the 
17th-century monarchy. The 
Stuarts. Both appeared in 1958. 

Elected to the G.F. Grant 



Kenyon: Fafstaffian 


Professorship at HuD University 
in 1962, he spent the next 19 
years there. As bead of de- 
partment, suddenly he was in a 
position of power and influence. 
I recall his sense of surprise that 
his characteristically severe crit- 
icisms of the world around him 
were suddenly not only listened 
to with respect, but promptly 
acted upon. At first he felt un- 
comfortable with his new pow- 
ers. but hereon grew into them 
and used, them well. His ap- 
pointments and promotions at 
: : ffujl, aod l^ter at St Andrews 
betweenl98l and 1987, showed 
a shrewd and effective judge- 
ment. At St Andrews in partic- 
ular he built up an impressive 
department of able young his- 
torians. He spent the last sev- 
en years before retirement as 
Distinguished Professor of Ear- 
ly Modern British History at the 
University of Kansas. 

During these years away 
from Cambridge his scholarly 
reputation steadily expanded. 
The publication of The Stuart 
Constitution in 1966, The Popish 
Plot in 1972, Revolution Princi- 
ples in 1977, Stuart England in 
1978 and The Civil Wars of 
England in 1988 consolidated 
his position as a leader in 17th- 
century studies; and the publi- 
cation of The History Men in 
1983 reached a wider audi- 
ence, appealing to a readership 
he had won as a regular re- 
viewer for many years in the 
Observer. Those initially put 
off by his Yorkshire bluntness 
were often surprised to find 
him a generous as well as 
an elegant and authoritative 
reviewer. 

Kenyon was not a man who 


found it easy to enjoy fife. He 
cast himself early in a raiher cur- 
mudgeonly role, and be took his 
pleasures savagely rather than 
urbanely, but be was a very con- 
siderable scholar. For thosewho 
were willing to persist beyond 
the rough exterior he was a re- 
warding teacher, a loyal friend 
and a generous colleague. For 
those able to keep up with his 
capacities, he was a memo- 
rable drinking companion and 
a robust conversationalist. 

In 1994 be retired from his 
chair in Kansas and returned to 
this country. He settled in Nor- 
folk. There he found a conge- 
nial place to continue his 
research at the University of 
East Anglia. They offered 
him an honorary research fel- 
lowship, and at his death he was 
close to completing a splendid 
edition of The Oxford illustrat- 
ed History of the English Civil 
Wars. 

Neil McKendrick 

John Philipps Kenyon, historian : 
bom Sheffield IS June 1927 ; 
Fellow of Christ’s College. Cam- 
bridge 1954-62; Lecturer in 
History Cambridge University 
1955-62; G.F. Grant Professor of 
History Hull University 1962-81 : 
Ford's Lecturer in English His- 
tory, Oxford University 1975-76 ; 
FBA 1981; Professor of Modem 
History St Andrews University 
1981-87; Joyce and Elizabeth 
Hall Distinguished Professor in 
Early Modem British History, 
University of Kansas 1987-94 
(Emeritus); married 1962 
Angela Ewert (nie Venables; one 
son, two daughters, one step- 
daughter): died Norwich 6 
January 1996. 



The death of Norrie McCathie. 
who was found gassed in his 
home on Monday, once again 
brings tragedy to Scottish foot- 
ball, less than a year after the 
untimely death of Davie Coop- 
er. The loss of McCathie, cap- 
tain of Dunfermline Athletic 
and one of the Scottish game’s 
most recognisable and respect- 
ed players, will have a devas- 
tating effect on everyone 
connected with the club he 
served for 15 years. 

McCathie is one of two peo- 
ple in recent times who could 
lay claim to the title “Mr Dun- 
fermline”, the other being Jim 
Leishman, the club’s manager, 
with whom McCathie formed a 
potent partnership which took 


Dunfermline to the heights in 
the Scottish game. Promotion to 
the Premier Division was won 
on two occasions, in 198 7 and 
1989. with McCathie the dom- 
inant figurehead of both cam- 
paigns. He stood firm at the 
back for three seasons in the 
Premier Division and proved a 
rock in the heart of the Dun- 
fermline defence for the last 
three seasons as they again 
chased a place among die elite. 

A nigged defender with a 
trademark moustache, who was 
also capable of scoring goals, 
McCathie played 563 games for 
the club, having been convert- 
ed from a left-sided midfield 
player by Leishman on his ar- 
rival from their Fife neigh- 


bours Cowdenbeath in 1981. 
One of the highlights of Mc- 
Ca tide's career was to captain 
Dunfermline in the League 
Cup final of 1991, after leading 
by example in the semi-final 
against Airdrie, in which he 
scored the vital penalty which 
booked a Hampden appearance 
against Hibernian. 

Leishman described his for- 
mer captain as a “Dunfermline 
great of the Eighties and 
Nineties”; everyone in the game 
as well as those who knew Mc- 
Cathie personally has been 
shocked at his death. He had a 
ready smile for customers in the 
pub and the night dub “Nico’s” 
m Dunfermline which he ran 
with his former team-mate John 


Watson, the two forming a 
successful business partnership. 

Last year he revealed that ms 
lover Julie Gflfies, the daughter 
of a Dunfermline director, was 
expecting a child, and d aimed 
people in die town were trying 
to stir up bad publicity against 
him. However the enduring 
image of McCathie is of him giv- 
ing Iris all for the cause on the 
football field and the sight of a 
Dunfermline side running out 
without him at their head will 
be a strange and sad one. 

David McKinney 

Nome McCathie, footballer bom 
Edinburgh 23 Mrirch 1961; mar- 
ried (two children); died Cross- 
ford, Fife c 8 January 1996. 
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Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 

« 

BIRTHS 

BROWNE: On 22 December 1995. to 
Nicky (n6e Matthews) and PauL a 
daughter. Christiana (Christa) Haydn 
Browne, sister lo WOliatn Morgan and 
Owen. 

MANLEV. On 29 December 1995. to 
Kaly (nee Acnrl) and WDjL a daugh- 
ter, Philippa Clara. 

DEATHS 

NEAL: On 6 January, peacefully at 
Gwynfrvn Hall. Wales, after a snort 
illness, Lawrence Edward, aged 100 
yean. Much loved by his son, Stew- 
art, and his daughter. Annabel, and 
their families. Funeral service at the 
Crematorium. Stoke Road. Sough, on 
Saturday 13 January ai [ lam. Dona- 
tions. if wished, to the Thames Y6I- 
lev Hospice. Hatch Lane. Windsor 
SL4 3RW. 

SHEPHERD: Sir Peter. CBE DL 
Hon FCiOB. On 6 January, beloved 
husband and greatly revered father 
and grandfather. Funeral service al Si 
Olave’s Church. Marvgaie. York. Fri- 
day 12 Januarv al l lam. AH en- 
quiries to J.Cj. Fielder & Son. 
telephone 019CM 6544*tl. 

Announcements for Gazette BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births. 
Adoptions, Marriages, Deaths, Memo- 
rial services. We ddin g anniversaries. In 
Mcmorian) should be sent in writing 
to the Gazette EdtUu; The Indcpendoit, 
1 Canada Square, Canary WtuuL Lon- 
don E14 5DL, telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 or bud to 0(71-2932010, and are 
charged at £6JO a Jim (VAT ednj. 
OTHER Gazette announcements omst 
be submitted in writing tor baed) and 
arc charged at £10 a line, VAT extra. 
They should be accompanied by a day- 
time telephone number; 


Birthdays 

Sir Wilier Bodmer, direct OT-gcner- 
ai. Imperial Cancer Research Fund, 
60; Mr Eddie Cheevw, motor-racing 
driver, 38; Sir Robin Chichester- 
Clark, former MP and government 
minister, 68; Mr Thomas Clarke 
MP, 55; Sir Arthur Gold, Honorary 
Life President, European Athletic As- 
sociation, 79; Mr Derek Hammond- 
Stroud, baritone, 70; Sir David 
Hop kin, former Chief Metropolitan 
Stipendiary Magistrate, 74; Sir Derek 
Hornby, chairman. British Overseas 
Trade Board. 66; Mr Thomas Hut- 
Ion, former chief executive, "Rjtai oa. 
75; Miss Dorothy Malone, actress, 71; 
Sir Robert Marshall, former chair- 
man, National Water CounriL 76; Dr 
Peter Mathias, former Master, 
Downing College, Cambridge, 6S; Sir 
David Miers, Ambassador to (be 
Netherlands, 59; Mr Denis Peach, 
former Chief Charity Commission- 
er, 6S; Mr Alan Protheroe, journal- 
ist and broadcaster, 62; Mr Anton 
Rodgers, actor, 63; Mr Freddie Starr, 
comedian, 52; Mr Rod Stewart, rock 
singer, 51; Mrs Valerie Strachan, 
chair man. Board of Customs and Ex- 
cise, 56; Mr Stephen Wdi, United 
Kingdom Permanent Representa- 
tive to the European Union, 49; Mr 
Enoll J. Yates, former chairman and 
managing director. Kodak. 66. 

Anniversaries 
Births: Niels Slensen, anatomist. 
163; Dr George Birkbeck, educa- 
tionist. 1776; Alexei NifaoJ^jwich TbL 
stoy. novelist and playwright, 1883; 
Dame Barbara Hepworth, sculptor, 
1903. Deaths: Carolus Linnaeus, 
botanist, 1778: Samuel Coll, gun- 
smith. 1862; WiBiaa Frederick Cody 
(“Buffalo Ban. 1917; Samuel 
D ashic fl Hammett, detective stoiy 
writer, 1961; Gabrielk (Cocol 
Chanel, couturier, 1971; Chester 


Burnett (“Howling Wolf"), blues 
singer, 1976. On this day: the Roy- 
al Exchaige, designed by Sir Christo- 
pher 'Wren, burned down. 1838; the 
penny post was begun and 112,000 
letters were posted in London, 1840; 
the London Underground (Metro- 
politan Railway! system was started. 
1863; the tomb of Cleopatra was dis- 
covered, 1890; the League of Nations 
was inaugurated, 1920; the cartoon 
character “Tintin" appeared for the 
first time, 1929; the New London 
Theatre. Drury Lane, opened, 1973. 
Ibday is the Feast Day of St Agaiho, 
pope, Sr Dermot or Diarmaid. St 
John the Good, St Marcian of Con- 
stantinople, St Peier Orseolo and St 
W illiam of Bo urges. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Colin Wiggins, 
“Beyond Europe (ii): Gauguin's 

travels", lpm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Louise 
Leates. “The Decorative Arts of the 
French Empire”, 2J0pm. 

Tale Gallery: Justine Hopkins, 
“Spheres of Play and Gonfiict: the ab- 
stract paintings of Kenneth and 
Mary Martin", lpm. 

British Museum: Delia Pemberton, 
“The Mameiuks", 1.15pm. 

Dinners 

Air Force Board 

Air Chief Marshal Sir Michael Giay- 
don. Chief of the Air Staff, presided 
at a dinner held yesterday evening ly 
the Air Force Board Standing Com- 
mittee at the Officers’ Mess, RAF 
Bentley Priory, to mark the retire- 
ment of Air Chief Marshal Sir 
Michael Akx^ Air Member for Lo- 
gistics, and the appointment as 
Deputy Chief or the Defence Staff 
and promotion to Air Marshal of Air 
Vice-Marshal P.T Squirt- 




Thai British Business 
Association 

Mr James Baird, Chairman, Thai 
British Business Association, 
presided at the Annual General 
Meeting held yesterday at the Roy- 
al Over-Seas League, Over-Seas 
House, London SW1. Mr Gerald 
Malone MP, Minis ter of State at the 
Department of Health, was the guest 
of honour at a hmch held afterwards. 

Appointments 

Mr Michael Juj, to be Ambassador 
to the French Republic. 

Mr Christopher Meye*; to be Am- 
bassador to the Federal Republic of 
Germany. 

The Hon David Core-Booth, bo be 
British High Commissi oner to the 
Republic of India. 

Air Commodore PJ- Scott, Air Cora- 
modore JJ3. Haines and Gp Capt 
IXM. Jones, to be Aides-de-CjTnp t.^ 
the Queen. 

Air Commodore OJ. Sharpies, to be 
the Queen's Honorary Physician. 
Air Commodore LG. McIntyre, to be 

the Qnccn's Honorary Dental Sur- 
geon. 

Mr Walter Robert Alexander Ross, 
appointed a member of the Prince's 
Council. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

1hNpnaIMiWiIal.llfiYidliieAt- 
locbtfcn. anaiai the Royal YbcAlint Auocullna 
Boat Show and Lnntbeon al the London Id- 
Icnataranl Btal a». Eaifa G mi E al A mm Cen- 
ire, London SWS. Priocea Mqn, PicadnA. 
the Root Battel. *31 Jltrnd * | xnfc n na nce of 
Uwm as part uflbc Hjroljo Wesaanalcr Week 
al ibe Royal Opera Hook. Conn Garden. 
Ltmdoo Wd 

Changing of the Guard 

TV Hduscbcdd Cmliy Mourned 
mount* the tea's Life Guard d Harp 4 

I lam: 1st Banin Safe GuatJs moats the 
Qvenn'c Court. II Pm MojhT r*MT. ll-ttan. 
hand provided h the ScxoGaanh. 



Renworth Lid v Slephansen and 
another; Court of Appeal 
(Lord Justice NeQL Lord Justice 
Morrill and Sir John Balcombel; 
21 December 1995 

Where a person’s answers to 
questions might expose them to 
the risk of prosecution for a 
Dumber of different offences, 
the fact that the privilege 
against self-incrinunatiou or 
“right of silence” had been ab- 
rogated in relation to those of- 
fences with which it was most 
likely that they would be 
charged, namely theft, might be 
sufficient to compel than to an- 
swer the questions notwith- 
standing the remote possibility 
of their being charged with an- 
other offence, such as con- 
spiracy, in relation to which the 
privilege remained. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed an appeal by the Erst 
defendant, Mrs Sheny Sleph- 
ansen, against the order of Mr 
Justice Buxton, on 11 August 
1995, requiring her to comply 
with the order of Mr Justice 
Newman on 20 June 1995, that 
she should provide tty affidavit 
certain financial information in 
connection with a civil claim by 

the plaintiff, Renworth Ltd. 

Gilbert Gray QC and James Lewis 
(Gouldensl for Mrs Slephansen; 
Roger Henderson QC and Adrian 
Salter ( Palmer Co wen) for the 
ptaintiff. 


LAW REPORT 
« 


10 January 1996 


Lord Justice Neill said that the 
plaintiff appointed Mrs Steph- 
ansen, an interior designer, to 
manage the development by 
the second defendant, Steph- 
ansens Properties Ltd, of a 
property’ at 22 Prince’s Gate, 
Kensington, London, which 
the plaintiff had acquired for 
£4.2m in December 1994. The 
contract price was £687,000 
excluding VAT and the con- 
tractual completion date was 15 
May 1995. 

Between -December 1994 
and April J 995 the plaintiff paid . 
Mrs Slephansen 10 interim 
payments, totalling £674,806 in- 
cluding VAX which she had re- 
quested to pay subcontractors. 
The plain riffs agent then be- 
came concerned that some of 
these sums had not been used 
in accordance with the contract 

On 20 June 1995 the plain- 
tiff issued a writ claiming dam- 
ages against the defendants 
for, inter aha, breach of contract 
and conversion, and obtained 
a Marcva injunction preventing 
the removal or disposal of as- 
sets to the value of £350,000. 
The judge also ordered Mrs 
Stephansen to swear an affi- 
davrt specifying the sums re- 
ceived under the contract, the 
accounts into which they were 


paid, the payments made to 
subcontractors, the location of 
any balance and a list of the 
defendants' bank accounts. 

Mrs Slephansen declined to 
provide some of this informa- 
tion on the ground of privilege 
against sftff-mc ritnm ation. 

The common law privilege 
against seff-incrimmation ,had 
been modified by, inter aha, the 
Theft Act 1968, section 31(1) 
of which provided that js per- 
son should not be excused 
thereby from answering ques- 
tions in proceedings for the re- 
covery of property or for an 
account of dealings with prop- 
erty, but that any statement or 
admission made in answering 
such questions would not be aS 
misaole in evidence against that 
person for an offence under 
that Acl 

The difficulty was that 
this modification of the privi- 
lege only applied to offences 
under the Theft Act; it did not 
apply to other offences which 
might have been committed 
in the course of a financi al 
fraud. 

If it was clear that a person’s 
answers might disclose offences 
other than offences under the 
Theft Act, or some other Act 
which modified the common 


law privilege, then the privilege 
against self - incrimination 
remained available. 1‘ 

In this case, it was alleged 
that Mrs Stepfaanseu's answers 
might expose her to the risk of 

stead of or as welfasfOT^eft, 
and [ therefore the privilege ^ was 
retained. 

In his Lordship’s judgment, 
the matter should be looked at 
realistically. Where there was 
a risk of exposure to prosecu- 
tion for several possible of- 
fences. the fact that a person’s 
answers would clearly tend to- 
expose them to proceedings for 
some of the offences might re- 
duce to almost vanishing point 
the risk of exposure to other 
offences. 

The judge was right to say 
that on the evidence present- 
ly available it was fanciful lo 
suggest there might be a charge 
of conspiracy as well as Theft 
Act offences. The judge took 
the view that Mrs Sleph anse n 
was the person involved in any 
possible offences. In these cir- 
cumstances, to answer the 
questions would not, in any re- 
alistic sense, “tend to expose” 
Mns S tephansen to proceedings 
for offences other than Theft 
Act offences. 

I4*d Justice Morritt and Sir 
John Balcombe concurred. 

Fiaol Magrafh, Barrister 
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news analysis 


’ The progeny of the post-war years are turning 50 and their tastes will have a profound effect on the economy, says Diane Coyle 

Rahv linniYiAffi 



years in the decade or so 
before retirement. Now that 
there are many more people 
reaching this stage of their 
life, total savings will pick up. 

The second explanation is 
the gap between the 


v money Thev will buy those vision are increasingly likely the fripperies of w>uth: 

. t . ear |v idols. The combination of grow- Sixties Ferriris or a Harley to be provided down the _line. OUL 

Some of the preferences ing old and Sixties values in Davidson," says Professor Health and fitness will be cma. new ea re. 
formed in youth last all the the fastest-growing group of McWilliams. Indeed, sales of another growth urea as the Ho , lhe the gap between the growing in boomers’ 

way through life, explains consumers will favour pro- Harleys trebled between 1987 boomers come face to face vice , . The clear- pensions and health bill next unpendi g : nsecur ity, or 

Professor Doug McWilliams ducts and services that and 1OT4. with the physical frailties of biggest sales boom. IK flw F" as the population saving is t t c 

of the Centre for Economics emphasise convenience (leav- The values and lifestyle of latter middle age. Apart from est conclusion of the _ iamBiiint , 5 ahll _ l0D 0 f the known m — 

“ ‘ ' - - ' the newly middle-aged will the straightforward pressure research is that the boomers 

also favour home communi- 
cations, including telephone 
services, broadcasting and 
computers. The information 
superhighway, with its baby- 
boomer cheerleaders such as 


and Business Research, 
business consultancy. 

This month members of 
the baby boom started to turn 
50. The middle-aged have 
become the fastest-growing 
section of the population. In 
the next decade there will be 
an extra 13 million people 
aged 45-60, and half a million 
fewer under 30. It is a demo- 
graphic shift that will prove to 
be a milestone for business 
and the economy. 

One sign that the middle- 
aged are starting to exercise 
their growing weight is the 
public airing of the problem 

‘Now they have 
the money they 
will satisfy 
their youthful 
fantasies’ 

of age discrimination. Last 
week the personnel magazine 
People Management said it 
would no longer accept job 
advertisements bearing max- 
imum age restrictions. David 
Winnick, the Labour MP for 
Walsall North, plans a Private 
Member's Bill to oudaw the 
use of age limits in recruit- 
ment advertisements. At pre- 
sent, a third to a half of ail 
advertisements for non- 
manual jobs in the private sec- 
tor specify an age restriction. 

The unique values of the 
baby boom generation, forged 
in the beady days of the Six- 
ties, will alter the nation’s 
spending habits. Whatever 
the disadvantages of middle 
age, it is a time when most 
people have attained their 
peak earnings. They have 
> money in their bank accounts 
and will spend it on a differ- 
ent mix of goods and services 
to the shrinking cohort of 
under-thirties. 

In a recent report pub- 
lished by Paribas, an invest- 
ment bank, the author 


— — and services that 
emphasise convenience (leav- 
ing time for the more impor- 
tant things in life), health and 
individuality. For example, 
one survey found that a fifth 
of women aged 45 to 64 said 
they had no time to eat proper 
meals. Short queues at the 


of numbers on conventional 
medical services, demand for 
alternative and herbal medi- 
cines, chiropractors, acupunc- 
ture and the like will increase 
- the hippy effect again. 


1 C 3 C 01 UI u 

are starting to save substan- 
dally more as they plan for old 
age. 

There is a threefold reason 
why the over-fifties have 
started to build up a substan- 


. - on 

s£"£d 

found a third of all 45- to 54- 

vear olds - and half the men 
- were worried that they 
would lose their jobs during 
the next five years. The survey 


itv and willingness to pay it. 
The amount of money held in 
private pension funds would 
have to rise from 70 per cent 
to 100 per cent of GDP in 
order to finance likely pension 


rop spending priorities if financially secure 

August 1994. Base: 977 adults 


Change in 
population 

1996 - 2006 


AGE 

0-29 

-554,000 ; 

30-44 

+252,000 

45-59 

+1,315,000 

m 

+147,000 

75+ 

+442,000 

Total 

+1,780,000 


k Source: OPCS 



isearch manager. 

If the prudence of the nlty- 
somethings does tum Britain 
into a nation of savers, it will 
do the economy a favour. 
Although in the short-term 
there wU be slower growth in 
consumer spending, in the 
tong run investment and 
growth will rise. Britain has a 
lower savings rate than most 
other industrial countries, and 
most economists reckon this 
is part of the explanation for 
our perpetually disappoint- 
ing economic performance. 

An increase is also likely to 
lead to a profound change in 
the national attitude to infla- 
tion. If there is one thing that 
savers hate, it is seeing the 

Their cultural 
adventurousness 
is limited to 
a foray on to 
the Internet 

value of their wealth eroded 
by inflation. 

Those 50-year-olds still 
rocking along to the_ Rolling 
Stones have become, it seems, 
financially prudent home- 
bodies. Their cultural adven- 
turousness is limited to a foray 
on to the Internet from their 
home computer, and their 
social conscience is mani- 
fested in buying free-range 
chickens. 

Meanwhile, the economic 
strength of the over-fifties is 
likely to translate into grow- 
ing political muscle. Mr Win- 
nick’s Bill prohibiting age lim- 
its in job adverts is opposed by 
the Government, which 
argues that more regulation is 
not the answer. But Mr Win- 
nick believes that age dis- 
crimination will eventually be 
outlawed: "When it comes to 
race or gender, we have had 
legislation outlawing discrim- 
ination for some time. Indeed, 
1 campaigned for it in the Six- 
ties," he says. The country’s 
faste-st-growing minority will 
not be lightly dismissed. 



a government office spokes- 
woman. “We just hope people 
will put it in their diaries.” To 
add insult to injur* it’s not 
even a public holiday. 


Vlad bishops: 
are they safe? 

s Dr George Carey, the Areh- 
)ishop of Canterbury, suffering 
Erom HIV (Hopeless Intellec- 
tual Vagueness)? What parts of 
a bishop is it safe to eat? The 
answer to these and many other 
questions are. to be found on a 
computer bulletin board run by 
the Rev Francis Gardom, a 62- 



amused? 

in south Lon- 
the traditional- 
a gains t women 

n has decided to 

in its armoury, 
sworn an for Dr 
ieth Palace yes- 
’ herself una- 
[l bufletin con- 


tains a warning from the Rev 
David Dale of All Saints’ Ryde, 
Isle of Wight, against Bishop’s 
Spongiform Encephakpailw, or 
Mad Bishop disease, which is 
marked, he says, by an unusual 
ECG (Episcopal Cringeing 
Grin). Tne symptoms are 
everywhere. Rev Dale reports. 

Eh- Carey, regularly seen 
wearing an Aids awareness rib- 
bon, is diagnosed as suffering 
from Hopeless Intellectual 
Vagueness. “Luckfly for them, 
the sufferers do not die, but 
their effect upon the rest of the 
church is deadly," says the 

message- . ... 

However, all is not lost. It is 
safe, the' “bulletin board ex- 
plains, to eat bishop, providing 
you steer clear of the brain and 
backbone — “if you can find 
either” . 

Maggie’s day 

Tbday is Margaret Thatchw 
Day. True, it is only thusin the 
Falkland Islands, but theres 

nothing to stop “*7®“ 
hSewbo feds soindmed tav- 

mg a party, I fll* 

mil be taking plac® on , 
commemtMrafe theDrfejw™™ 
happens, wpUed 



Still a factor for Fafldanders 

Hair-raising 

Before last night’s television 
programme Return to The Dying 
Rooms, the Daily Mail devoted 
a page to an interview with Kate 
Blewett, who risked her life to 

expose systematic killing vrtthm 

the Chinese state orphanage 
system. The picture caption 
S“H£artb^k:Kate Blewett 
-.with her newly cropped hair- 
eannot forget the honors rite 
saw in China’s orphanage. 

Blonde, blue-eyed (thanks 
again , the MaU) Kate is some- 
wfaat at a loss as to the news- 
paper’s emphasis on her ton- 
sorial arrangements. “My hair 
was cut -nine months ago. And 
frankly, in the light of the film, 
it’s not exactly relevant. 


Brunette, brown-eyed John 
Pilger never encounters these 
problems. 

Lib Demzzz 

Harrods sales shoppers are not 
the only ones, it seems, who are 
forced to camp out all night to 
obtain their objectives these 
days. MPs wanting to speak on 
10 - minute rule bills have dis- 
covered they have to “sleep 
over” in the House of Com- 
xoons in order to beat the wily 
Liberal Democrats. 

Last month Paddy Tipping, 
the Labour backbencher who 
represents Sherwood, slipped 
up when he nonchalantly 
assumed that his whips would 
find him a slot to speak on 
behalf of the Ramblers’ Asso- 
ciation Bill for free access to 
the countryside. He had not 
allowed for five Liberal 

Democrats “sleeping over in 

a committee room opposite 
the public bill office to ensure 
they were head of the queue 
for the first batch of five 10- 
minute slots to be allocated in 
the new Parliament. 

Yesterday, the day of the 
next round of allocations, Tip- 

■ that his. 


packed with old House of 
Commons volumes and 
records ... it’s enough to put 
anyone to sleep.” 





CUT YOUR HOME 
CONTENTS INSURANCE. 
EVEN IN TOWN. 



HBCUSlulwm-- T J. .i 

he tells me “and waited m the 
Commons until the office 
opened at 9am." 

Would he recommend that 
future applicant emulate the 
Lib Dems? “The room m 
which they dept is about 15ft 
by lOft," he tells me. “It is 


Failure can be creative 

Em’s changes 

Between vampish poses in her 
new Vanity Fair interview, 
Pmma Thompson dabbles m 
marital psychology. Asked 
about the failure of her mar- 
riage to Ken Branagh, she 
retorts: “Marriages stop. Mar- 
riages change. People are 
ahrays saying a marriage felled. 
It’s such a negative way of 
potting it I’ve discussed the 
value of failure in creative wort 
Failure is terribly important” 
A close friend of her 
estranged husband tells me 
he agrees with this analysis, 
and will henceforth regard his 
Elm of Mary Shelley’s Franken- 
stein as having stopped, if not 
changed. 





Living in a town or city 
can mean expensive 
insurance. But not 
always. For a more 
competitive quote, 
call us on the 
number below. 


General Accident 
Direct 



FOR BUILDINGS & CONTENTS INSURANCE’ 

FREEPHONE 0800 121 004 

PAY BY INSTALMENTS INTEREST FREE 


MOTOR* 0800 121 000 
REDUNDANCY & SICKNESS 0800 121 008 • TRAVEL 0800 121 007 

Weekdays 8am - 8pm, 5at 9am - 2pm. EES55 
* Written details on request. General Accident Direct. FREEPOST. Hamilton MU 1BR. 
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Nuclear power: 
not a spent force 


T he undignified rush to privatise 
nuclear power this year has had some 
serious consequences for the long-term 
security of Britain's energy supplies. 
Plans for new nuclear stations at Hinklcy 
and Sizewcll had to be scrapped last 
month: thinking about such develop- 
ments has become impossible at a time 
when the industry is up for sale and other 
sources of electricity have become, at least 
temporarily, much cheaper. 

Ministers seem to think that these 
consequences are acceptable.They com- 
fort themselves with the short-term attrac- 
tions of the sell-off. Privatisation is offi- 
cially expected to raise £2.6bn, enough to 
fund a chunk of the tax cuts that could 
make the difference between victory and 
defeat in the general election. 

Today, however, it emerges that the 
official estimate could be hopelessly opti- 
mistic. Analysis by experts at Sussex Uni- 
versity suggests that the industry may in 
fact be worth only £S0Om, less than a third 
of the official valuation. Their report 
argues that even that sum may not be 
available for tax cuts - they say that it 
ought to be set aside to cover the costs of 
reprocessing spent fuel. 

In short, if the Sussex University 
research is correct, the public will in effect 
get nothing for a privatisation that could 
undermine the nuclear industry'. 

There are good grounds for believing 
that this research Is indeed righL The City 
certainly thinks that those selling Britain's 
nuclear power stations are deluding them- 
selves about its potential value. A num- 
ber of experts have for some time been 
saying privately what the Sussex study sets 
out in black and white. 

All of this ought to make the Govern- 


ment think again about what it is trying 
to do with the nuclear industry. After all, 
what is the point of rushing if there is not 
even a short-term electoral advantage of 
extra tax cuts to be rained from a quick 
seU-off? 

Delay would provide time to rethink 
the abandonment of the Hinkley C and 
SizeweU C projects. The building of 
these power stations is essential if 
Britain is to retain its position at the cut- 
ting edge of civilian nuclear technology. 
If Britain leaves itself with only ageing 
reactors that are gradually decommis- 
sioned. it may find itself with no alter- 
native to imported fossil fuels in the next 
century. It will also not be in the best 
position to meet possible international 
growth in demand for nuclear know-how 
and technology. 

Ministers may not be too worried by 
this prospect. They may well be glad just 
to get toe nuclear industry off their 
hands. even if it does go for a song. They 
know that for the next few years, at least, 
nuclear power stations are not likely to be 
able to compete price-wise against gas- 
fired competition. To them the industry 
probably looks like an unreliable car that 
is about to prove expensive, needing an 
MoT, taxing and insurance: certainly not 
worth fresh investment. Better just to off- 
load it, at whatever loss, on to anyone pre- 
pared to accept it. 

But this thinking is the worst type of 
short-termism. which could leave Britain’s 
energy supplies prey to the whim of the 
next century's gas and oil sheikhs. If the 
Sussex research is right, then it is time the 
Government reconsidered its proposals 
and the whole future of the nuclear 
industry. 


Cracking the 
glass ceiling 


M arks & Spencer has appointed its 
first female executive member of 
the board, Clara Freeman. Well, good for 
Clara and good for M&S. Could this be 
further evidence that the fabled glass ceil- 
ing is finally cracking and women are 
making it lo the lop at last in the corpo- 
rate sector? 

Currently only a pitiful 3 per cent of 
company directors are women, according 
to the Institute of Management - a small 
rise from 2.6 per cent in 1992. And the 
number of women in top positions has 
increased, if slowly, over the last 10 
years. The further down the company you 
go, the more women there are. Women 
make up 11 per cent of all managers. 
Clearly generational change is starting to 
occur: the grey-suited men retiring from 
directorships today are watching their 
dynamic daughters climb the career lad- 
der behind them. 

But although the ceiling may be crack- 
ing, it is still not allowing women to rise 
at the same speed as men. Research by 
the National Institute for Economic and 
Social Research shows that women at all 
levels of management stand a smaller 
chance of being promoted than their 
male colleagues. Most surprising of ail, 
the biggest promotion gap is between 
young women and men. This is a telling 
disparity’ because the important rungs in 
most people's career ladders need to be 
climbed in their twenties and thirties if 
they are to make it right to tbe top. 
Unfortunately for women, that is just the 
age when many of them are opting to 
have children. 


We all know the story. Even the mother 
who wants to keep working after the 
children are bora still insists on getting 
home in time to pick them up from the 
creche at five. Meanwhile, back in the 
office, her male colleague is still bashing 
away at the keyboard. Those extra hours 
earn him Brownie points with the pro- 
motion board 

If companies sit back and wait for tal- 
ented women to battle their way through, 
it could be a long time before women are 
as well represented at the top of the busi- 
ness as they are at the bottom. Many lead- 
ing executives are already aware that they 
are wasting the talents of highly qualified 
and intelligent women. 

There is much that companies could 
and ought to do to make better use of 
their female staff. 

First, they should change the long- 
hours culture which ensures that the high- 
est rewards go to those who commit most 
evenings to the company. Accommodat- 
ing women’s - and increasingly men’s - 
need for more flexible work without 
penalising their promotion prospects is 
essential. And companies ought to make 
better use of women returning to work: 
bright mothers in their fifties should be 
just as appropriate for top positions as 
younger men who have not taken time 
out for children. 

Only by introducing such measures 
now will Britain be able to draw on tbe 
best talent to fill the top industrial posts 
in the next century. 

Gentlemen, it’s time for a bit of 
forward planning. 
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■LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Let the Wren soar above a piazza in Paternoster Square 


From Mr Robin BurtereD 
Sir I did raise my voice before, 
about what ought to occupy to the 
north of St Paul’s cathedral, cur- 
rently Paternoster Square (“Time 
to call off this camp pantomime”, 
8 January). It was at the same 
time as Michael Manser, past 
president of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, and I happily 
do it again to bemoan the terri- 
ble fate that must be prevented 
for St Phul's. One of the greatest 
bufldmgs in our architectural her- 
itage, it needs to be seen, not hid- 
den behind a revolting barrage of 
pseudo-classical monstrosities. 

dear everything away ... all the 
post-war austerity buildings, with 
the possible exception of Leo de 
Sylass's choir scfaooL We need to 
go back to the original environ- 
ment of small-scale (maximum 
three storeys) buildings, as it was: 
this vibrant patchwork of city 
byways ... a delightfully ram- 
shackle miasma of houses, 
offices, coffee bouses, bookshops 
and workshops ... this natural, 
harmonious and romantic rela- 
tionship between Church, books 

and buildings. 

Jonathan Glancey has said it 
all. Set back a modest distance, 
surrounding the cathedral with a 
well laid out piazza. Let it be 


good contemporary architecture 
(not more Poundbury) of the 
right scale. 

Yours faithfully. 

Robin Butterell 
Chester 
8 January 

From Mr Kenneth Powell 
Sir. My personal view is that there 
is a strong case for a refurbish- 
ment-based scheme for Paternos- 
ter Square. The existing buildings 
are well constructed, of good 
materials arid have a lot of life left 
in them. They are, in fact rather 
better than Jonathan Glancey sug- 
gests. The scheme is arguably one 
of the better products of the prop- 
erty boom of the Macmillan era. 

The expanding market for 
hotels, shopping and housing 
within the City provides further 
support for refurbishment (which 
could be radical). The problem 
may be that the vast amount spent 
on acquiring the site and devel- 
oping the present scheme means 
that the owners are looking for 
maximum profit in the office mar- 
ket They would argue that the 
buildings are not adequate for 
modem corporate requirements. 
Yours, 

Kenneth Powell 
London, EC1 


Vital facts about viral illnesses 


From Dr Helena Sa\in and 
Dr Adrian Richards 
Sir. In your edition of 4 January, 
you have two articles referring 
to the treatment of viral ill- 
nesses with antibiotics. “Seles 
set to revive Grand Slam 
momentum" referred to Monica 
Seles being “laid low with a 
virus” and, later, how, following 
blood tests, she was put on 
antibiotics. A second article, 
“Acne drug may relieve Gulf 
War sickness”, similarly implies 
that antibiotics can be effective 
in treating a syndrome which, 
according to US Senate sources, 
is a viral illness. 

Both of these references imply 
that viruses can be treated by 
antibiotics. This is not the case. 
Viral illnesses do not respond to 
antibiotic treatmenL 


Enough Idly to buy half a soccer team 


I n the pub there was a big man and 
a little man and a woman who 
didn't seem to be with one more 
than the other, and they were talk- 
ing about - what else - the National 
Lottery. 

“Fourteen million pounds. What 
would you do if you won £14m?” 
said the little man to the big man. 

“He'd buy us ail a round," said the 
woman. “ First one he'd ever 
bought." 

They all laughed. This is what we 
call English humour. Then they got 
serious again. 

“No, seriously." said the little 
man, “what would you do with 
£14m? After aiL, it could solve all 
your problems." 

“No, it couldn’t,” said the big man. 
“Some people it wouldn’t even begin 
lo help. Imagine if you gave it all to 
the Royal Opera House. Ijt would 
only tide them over for a little biL 
Imagine if you gave it to Tottenham 
Hotspur. They could buy a few more 
players, but never enough.” 
“Imagine if you gave it to Kenneth 
Branagh,” sa*id the woman. “He 
could film half a Shakespeare play 
for that monev.” 

“Which half?" 

“The half that didn't have Emma 
Thompson in it.” 

They all laughed. More English 



humour - you can't beat it. 

“The trouble with £l4m," said the 
big man, “is that it's too big to imag- 
ine and too small to be really valu- 
able. It could set us all up for life. 
But it wouldn't build a bypass." 

“What bypass ?" 

“Any bypass. Everywhere thinks 
they need a bypass. Imagine if you 
won £l4m and decided to give your 
village the bypass it wanted. They’d 
love you." 

“And you’d be hated by all the 
other villages that didn't get a 
bypass," said the woman. “But what 
I can't understand is why the vanning 
ticket-holder hasn’t come forward to 
claim his millions of pounds." 

“Maybe he can't find the ticket. ” 

“Maybe he is too busy discussing 
with his family what to do with the 
money." 

“Maybe he's a she," said the 
woman. 


“Maybe he lives in a household 
that strongly disapproves of gam- 
bling and he daren’t own up." 

“Maybe he’s dead.” 

“How do you mean, dead?" said 
the small man. 

“It's a condition where you slop 
breathing and don’t start again, 1 ” said 
the big man. 

“I know that,” said the little man 
testily. “But how can a dead man buy 
a lottery ticket?" 

“He wouldn't have been dead 
when he bought it. He buys it, he 
wins and he's so excited he snuffs it. 

“Haven’t people always said that 
you were more likely, statistically, to 
die at the weekend than to win the 
jackpot? What never occurred lo the 
statisticians was that you might do 
both at the same time! And then that 
would explain why the bloke hasn't 
claimed his w innings . 

“He’s gone to another place and 
he can't cake it with him ..." 

All this time, behind the three of 
them, a small man in an anorak was 
drinking a pint of beer and listening 
to their conversation. He made no 
move to join them, just seemed con- 
tent with listening. There’s one like 
that in every pub. Nobody ever 
speaks to them except to ask the way 
to the gents. 

“I don’t know why everyone 


always asks what you do with the 
money," said the woman. “Just 
because you have money doesn't 
mean you have to DO anything 
with iL I’ve got several hundred 
pounds in the bank. Nobody ever 
asks me what I’m going to do with 
it." 

“What are you going to do with 
it?" said the big man. 

“Mind your own bloody busi- 
ness,” said the woman, and they all 
laughed. Where would English 
humour be without insults? 

“Maybe Virginia Bottomley won 
it,” said the big man. 

“She was asked once if she bought 
lottery tickets, and she said she 
always had a flutter. Well, maybe she 
was telling the truth. And imagine if 
she won the jackpot. 

There’d be a huge stink. People 
would shout ’Fix!’ Tony Blair would 

S romise to put a windfall tax on her. 

o, if she won. she couldn V afford to 
admit it, could she T* 

All this time the lone man with the 
beer listened to them chatting as if 
it were his last chance to listen to a 
conversation on earth, which it was 
in a way, as he had the winning lot- 
tery ticket in his pocket and he 
wanted to savour a last moment of 
normality before he went and i 
changed nis life for ever. 


From Mr Michael Helston 
Sir This letter is really only to 
support Jonathan Glancey in his 
cri ticisms of the Prince of Wales, 
whose interventions, while no 
doubt well-meant, are misplaced 
and ffl-conceived, a classic case of 
a little learning being a danger- 
ous thing. 

if I do have any view on the 
Si Paui’s scheme, it is that a 
proper competition should be 
held and that this should be 
neither rushed nor delayed 
excessively. It is important to 
generate a sense of urgency and 
tension without approaching 
panic. 

Having said thaL it is salutary 
to recall that competitions (the 
Sainsbury Wing, for example) 
are not always happy affairs in 
the UK: whereas less democra- 
tic commissions (Waterloo 
Internationa]) often work out 
better. 

Yours sincerely, 

Michael Helston 
London, E8 
8 January 

From Mr Adam Watson 
Sin You have my foil support 
apropos the need for a better 
design in Paternoster Square. 
“Post-modern classicism” was 


Much of GPS' time is taken up 
discussing with patients bow, con- 
trary to general public belief, a 
penicillin-like prescription will 
do nothing for their cold or flu. 

This winter has seen many 
people suffering with a very 
unpleasant flu virus. Many will sit 
for some considerable time in 
surgery waiting rooms in the 
hope of a prescribed cure. They 
would certainty be better served 
by buying a pharmacy remedy 
and staying in bed. 

Yours faithfully, 

Helena Savin 
Adrian Richards 
London, SW4 
6 January 

From Mr Paul Brownsey 
Sin According to the Con- 
sumers’ Association (In Brief: 


“Drugs warning". 4 January) 
pharmacists are failing to give 
enough customers enough 
advice when selling them over- 
the-counter medicines. 

On the contrary, chemists in 
the West End of Glasgow seem 
bent on counselling you whether 
you want counselling or noL You 
can’t even buy a packet of 
aspirins without being catechised 
by a wee assistant “Are these for 
yourself?" 

“Are you taking any other 
medication?" “Do you suffer 
from ...?" And so on. 

Some of us do check these 
things out for ourselves and don’t 
need this tedious compulsory 
advice. Couldn’t we be green the 
chance to forego it? 

Yours faithfully, 

P\ul Brownsey 
Glasgow 
5 January 

Just the ticket 

From Mr Peter Ness and 
Mr Michael Hum 
Sin We write with regard to the 
recent public worries concerning 
the possible use of a syndicate to 
buy all 14 million possible com- 
binations of numbers for the 
National Lottery. 

Our organisation. Analysis 
and Research into Statistical 
Economics, has calculated that 
it would require 555 persons in 
555 different lottery outlets, 
each working 10 hours a day for 
seven days, to enter all possible 
combinations. Where is a syndi- 
cate likely to find 555 persons 
who are free for this amount of 
time, unless they are prepared to 
lose their jobs and possibly their 
families? 

We conclude that we may all 
sleep safe in the knowledge that 
we all have as much chance as 
each other of winning the lottery 
- unless we do not buy a ticket 
Yours faithfully, 

Peter Ness 
Michael Hunt 
Edinburgh 
5 January 
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just about OK in the Eighties, but 
it's old hat now. especially when 
there is so much excellent new 
modem architecture around, that 
it’s a pity to go backwards. 

The city fathers have, I think, 
a pretty lair record of commis- 
sioning interesting new buildings. 
Let us hope this will continue. 
Yburs sincerely, 

Adam Watson 
London, WS 

8 January 

From Mr Kenneth Nightingale 
Sir. Surely it would be possible 
to recreate the pre-war archi- 
tecture in Lhe immediate local- 
ity of St Paul's. After all, if it was 
possible for the post-war gov- 
ernments of Poland and the 
then Soviet Union to rebuild 
.parts of Warsaw and the then 
Leningrad to their pre-war 
splendour, what is there to hin- 
der this proposal other than 
commercial considerations? 

In great dies the world over, 
cathedrals dominate their sur- 
rounds. This is as it was in Lon- 
don. Let's turn the clock back! 
Yours sincerely. 

Kenneth Nightingale 
Hove, 

East Sussex 
S January 

Hogging the 
middle lane 

From Mr Daiid Watson 
Sin Dennis \\hlker (letter, 9 Jan- 
uary) asks what exactly is wrong i 
with the practice of continuing to 
drive in the middle lane of the 
motorway. The answer is simple: 
it is against the law. 

Paragraph 164 of the Highway 
Code on motorway lane disci- 
pline states “Keep in tbe left hand 
lane unless overtaking". 

I suggest that Mr Walker con- 
sults the Code before he next ven- 
tures out in his car. 

Yours faithfully, 

David Watson 
Director. Public Affairs 
Confederation of Passenger 
Transport 
London, WC2 

9 January 

From Mr James Caird 
Sir I agree with Dennis Walker. 
Those who travel at 70mph in the 
middle lane are not road hogs. 
The road hogs are those who 
expect to travel foster than the 
speed limit at the expense of 
those who abide by i t, by forcing 
them to move over into slower- 
moving lanes. 

Yours faithfully, 

James Caird 
Caynham, Shropshire 
9 January 

From Dr Mark Szczelkun 
Sir In resolutely sticking to the 
middle lane of the motorway, 
Dennis ^ftfalker should take heed 
of John Major's current predica- 
ment, The safest position is not 
always between those on the left 
and those on tbe right. 

Yours faithfully, 

Mark Szczelkun 
Bristol 
9 January 

Main concern 

From Mr S. W Rawley 
Sir: Are the compensation pay- 
ments made by the water com- 
panies cheaper than the mainte- 
nance and repair of the water 
mains? 

Yours faithfully, 

S. w. rawley 
B eamed, 

Kent 
3 January 


In defence of 
King Leopold 


From Mr John Cairns 

Sir In the report “Allies' dilemma 

over ‘cowardice' of Belgian king " 

(4 January), commenting on a 
release of Public Record Office 
papers, it is stated that 
King Leopold Ill's surrender of 
the Belgian army jeopardised 
the Dunkirk evacuation and 
branded him a coward...” 

Lei us consider some facts: 

The evacuation from Dunkirk 
started on 26 May 1940. follow- 
ing the gradual withdrawal b> the 
RAF of air cover for the Belgian 
army. Lord Gort the Comman- 
der of the British Expeditionary 
Force, deliberately' omitted to 
inform the king nf this derision. 
The Belgian army held out until 
28 May, thus assisting the British 
forces’ evacuation. Sir Basil Lid- 
dell Hart, one of the best com- 
mentators on military matter* of 
his day, stated that by prolonging 
his troops’ resistance. King * 
Leopold had “saved the British 
army from destruction". 

Paul-Henri Spaak. the Belgian 
foreign minister, and other mrin- 
bers of the government attempted 
to persuade the king to back 
them in efforts lo negotiate a set- 
tlement with the Nazis. The king 
would have nothing to do with if. 
Spaak later admitted thaL by h is 
refusal, the king had prevented 
him and his colleagues from being 
cast in the role of Quislings. 

There is a dictum that truth is 
the daughter of time. How much 
more Lime is needed for the 
injustices perpetrated against 
King Leopold, and tbe shame of 
those guilty of them, to be 
exposed and universally acknowl- 
edged, once and for all? 

Yours faithfully, 

John Cairns 

Ghent 

Belgium 

Sender unknown 

From Mrs D. E. Wood 
Sir I have just been helping my 
mother go through her Christmas 
cards. She is 90, has poor sight 
and an uncertain memoiy. 

“Nancy? Nancy who? Eliza- % 
betih? I knowsomany Elizabeths." “ 
May I appeal to your readers 
that next year, when sending 
cards to elderly people, they sign 
their names clearly and, ideally, 
indude the surname. The cards 
give such pleasure, but it is some- 
what diminished if the sender 
cannot be identified. 

Yours faithfully, 

D. E. Wood 
Leigh, Kent 

Tourist atlas 

From Mr Keith Holley 
Sir fan MacKinnon ("Land- 
marks for sale at £5m", 8 Janu- 
ary) should consult an atlas. Even 
when the Orkney, Shetland and 
the Scilly foies are ignored, the 
most northerly and southerly 
points on the British mainland 
are Dunnet Head (Caithness) 
and Lizard Point (Cornwall). 

No amount of tourist promo- 
tion can hide these basic geo- 
graphical facts! 

Youra sincerely, 

Keith Halley 
Dalkeith, Midlothian 

Easter Epiphany # 

From Mrs Christine Smith 
Sir. Seen in two supermarkets 
last week, before Twelfth Night: 
hot cross buns! 

Yours faithfully, 

Christine Smith 
London, El 
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In praise of the maligned Mr Portillo 
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t we jin, r „ GnCe SeCretary s v * ews ^ ave been distorted by friend and foe, argues Andrew Lansley 
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fulfil his r 


role as Secrelaiy of Siaie for 


deciding the future of this country. 
Nothing would serve Labour better 
than for lhe Conservative Party to be 


he was. While toon - hrf 

as been, literacy, on ConrerStiv^h a ®??S wh idi Defence, to promote the policies of the distracted into internal wrangling* 
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He has set out dear differences in 
policy between Conservatives and 
Labour on Europe, the Constitution, 
the economy, and privatisation. We 



■ - C aboul ^AAnL-al^ Arch episode is™ 

more absurd. Not only is there no plan 
to sell it it is not Michael Portillo’s 
muustenai responsibility anyway. 

When Mr Portillo returns from 
representing Britain overseas he may 
feel justifiably aggrieved at the way in 
which the media and opposition have 
Whipped up these stories into a per- 
sonal campaign against him. I would 
suggest that he should continue to be 
relaxed about this. It is a measure of 
the opposition’s Jack of confidence in 
their own arguments over policy that 
they have to distort what we say in 
order to attack it. 

The Portillo way is to be clear and 
precise; to say what he means and 
mean what he says; if necessary, to 
cany that clarity through into the logic 
of the argument. It is that about him 
which impresses people and which 
most alarms the opposition. Clarity 
about Conservative principles and 
policies contrasts with the emptiness 
and waffle which so often passes for 
opposition policy. 

The worst thing Conservatives can 
do is to be drawn into internal debates 


opposition policies. He does so with a 
skill and clarity which, the evidence sug- 
gests, is widely appreciated by those 
who work closely with him, not least in 


at fiace value. I like to judge LsSS 
merits anu on ^ 

facta Neither of these stories stands up 
toeraminahon. Michael Portillo didUu 
toa* tf Emma Nicholson - and. bv 
extension, others- was a federalist 

£rtv d Shf m°H l ! he Conservative 
Party. She made n dear that the Ub- 

° Crals “* 1:0 Emitted to a 

F»S ^^ r ° pe ' 10 a United Scaces of 
Europe. Conservatives are opposed to 

NkUSn ^ Emma 

Prime Munster and the Foreign Sec- 
retare have said and would say. They 
and Michael Portillo, have acknowl- 
edged that ibe Conservative Party is 
a broad church. Leaving the Conser- 



Victhn of a campaign whipped up 
by opponents and the media 

the Mmis&y of Defence. It is those abil- 
ities to which the Prime Minister 
referred in his Breakfast with Frost 
interview on Sunday. 

The job of Conservatives is to be 
equally focused upon the same tasks. 
Wc are noi currently in lhe business 
of deciding the future of the Conser- 
vative Parly; we are in the business of 


It would be a bonus to Labour strate- 
gists if Michael Portillo, one of the 
Conservative spokesmen most capable 
of presenting the party’s argument 
forcefully, were fo be hurt by friendly 
fire. 

There are some in every political 
party whose concern is with the per- 
sonalities - who’s on the way up, or 
on the way down. There arc a lew, 
very few, in every political party who 
regard the ideological debate within 
their own party as more significant 
than the contest of ideas and policies 
between the parties. Ask the Labour 
Party if it is right to be thus preoccu- 
pied. It is noC and the need for the 
Conservative Party today is to draw 
upon its shared values and proven 
policies to demonstrate why we should 
be re-elected. 

This will not be achieved by allow- 
ing the Labour Party to obscure the 
differences between Conservatives 
and Labour. That is why we should 
applaud Mr Portillo's approach, not 
cavil at it The public look to the Con- 
servative Party for strong and effective 
policies. His approach, both at the 
Treasury in terms of public expendi- 
ture. and now at the Ministry of 
Defence, is to offer that. 


with voters shows that those who 
have become disillusioned with the 
Government arc not going in search 
of Labour. They are going in search 
of the certainties and success of Con- 
servatism. They are not looking for a 
more extreme form of Conservatism 
but to be reassured that the principles 
and policies they recognise as Con- 
servative are to be effectively deliv- 
ered. The Prime Minister and this 
government have those policies in 
execution and is the making. 

We will never be able to convince 
sceptical voters of this, however, while 
we allow strong exponents of those 
policies to be trammelled by misin- 
terpretations or false accusations. 
That is why all Conservatives should 
not stand by, still less experience any 
sense of schadenfreude a! Michael 
Portillo’s experiences of the past 10 
days, but should defend him. as they 
would any parry spokesman, recog- 
nising the' strength be brings to us in 
taking our message to the British 
people. 

The writer is prospective parliamentary 
candidate for South Cambridgeshire 
and is a former head of the Conserva- 
tive Research Department 


Buy a baby, save a life 

Thousands will be moved by the TV images of Chinese orpans to try and adopt them. And why not? 


A doption organisations will be 
-/“Ybrnring themselves today for the 
inevitable reaction to last night’s 
heart-rending Channel 4 documentary 
Return to the Dying Rooms. The pic- 
tures of neglected, Chinese children 
living in appalling orphanages, ema- 
ciated and starving, will spur thou- 
sands into wanting to rescue those tiny 
abandoned girls. A similar emotional 
outburst followed the exposure of 
conditions in Romanian orphanages in 
1990. At the BBC. where I then 
worked, we were swamped with calls 
from people asking how to adopt the 
baby in the third cot from the left. 

Is this a natural outpouring of 





POLLY TOYNBEE 


human kindness, or a voracious and 
dangerously sentimental wish to pos- 
sess pitiful-lookiag babies? There has 
always been a rather lofty contempt 
for desperate infertile Western cou- 
ples who set off to adopt foreign 
babies, as if they were predators upon 
the world’s poor families, rather than 
rescuers. With virtually no healthy 
new-born babies available for adop- 
tion in Britain, more couples seek 
babies abroad. But often they find 
themselves treated by officialdom not 
as saviours, but as marauders. 

Illegal baby-trafficking in some 
countries lays them open to charges of 
colluding with kidnappers. And even 
when adopting from countries with 
weU-OTganised official proceedures, 
couples often encounter deep ideo- 
logical hostility in this country. 

But what harm is there in the rich 
world taking in the poor world’s 
rejects? As enquiries about adopting 
Chinese children crescendo, the Over- 
seas Adoption Helpline has already 
bad 1,800 requests for information 
aboul Chinese babygiris. China is now 
the single favourite source of babies 
for British would-be adopters. 

A recent reciprocal agreement 
between Britain and China has meant 
that 70 baby girls have been adopted 
here so far, for the Chinese have no 
ideological problem with exporting 
tbe babies they find so hard to care far. 
The Chinese stipulate that foreign 
adopters must have a “home study” 
report from their local authority (for 
which the parents must pay up to 
£3,000), to certify that they are suitable. 
In addition, they must be childless, 
over 35, and their papers have to be 
sent to China through the British 
Department of Health. The couple 
pays $1,000 to the Beging government 
and $3,000 to the orphanage for past 
care of the child. The appeals to be an 
example of welt-regulated adoption. 



adopted a seriously backward child 
from a Romanian orphanage. They 
want to adopt her two sisters, so 
neglected that they cannot feed them- 
selves, walk or talk. But true blue 
Buckin ghams hire County Council, 
hardly a bastion of political correctness, 
has refused permission, although Mrs 
O’Curry is a medal needs teacher. 

Other local authorities still obstruct 
foreign adoptions; Hammersmith and 
Fulham uses the ample device of 
putting requests for home study 
reports at tbe bottom of the pfle. But 
an interview with Josephine Kwhali, 
assistant director of quality assurance 
chairs tl 


and planning, who 1 


1 their adop- 


But not in the eyes of some British 
social services departments. They take 
their political cue from the powerful 
umbrella organisation, British Agen- 
cies for Adoption and Fostering, which 
has traditionally opposed inter-coun- 
try adoption. 

These days, through audibly gritted 
teeth, the BAAFhas relented a little. 
Felicity Collier, their director, says: “ 
We believe that wherever posable chil- 
dren should be cared for in then* 
country of origin - though we do 
accept that occasionally where the 
problems are so acute, inter-country 
adoption maybe tbe only root to sur- 
vivaL We feel countries should be 
helped to care for their own children’’ 

BAARs attitude reflects a sizeable 
part of social work thinking. Many 
prospective adopters stiD encounter 
suspicion and sometimes downright 
hostility from local authorities, who 
are under no legal obligation to pro- 
vide the crucial home study reports. 

Social workers' distaste for tran- 
scuftural adoption was fuelled by the 
Romanian orphanages scandal The 
extraordinary scene of thousands of 
Western couples descending on 
Bucharest, clutching wads of dollars in 
search of babies* w ss a disturbing spec- 
tacle - yet no doubt a great many 
babies were saved from death. 

Now the Romanians have virtually 
closed their doors to adopters as a 
matter of national pride. This pleases 
the Ms Coflier, who says: “They are 



now recruiting families locally to come 
forward and adopt, and their child- 
car e facilities are of much higher 
quality ... I understand Romania no 
longer has a problem." 

This comes as bewildering news to 
the Romanian Orphanage Trust Tbeir 
director says there are still 90,000 chil- 
dren in terrible orphanages filled to 
overflowing. Many are abandoned by 
parents who cannot feed them, due to 
extreme poverty, and they become 100 
severely retarded ever to return home. 
The illegal trade in Romanian babies 
still flourishes, with orphanage officials 
selling babies abroad in large numbers. 

The This! supports foreign adop- 
tions, though it accepts ths is never 


In safe hands: 
two-year-old 
Koreng with her 
adoptive 
parents. China 
has no 
Ideofogicaf 
problem with 
the trade, and 
it seems to be 
well-regulated 
(left) 
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going to be more than a marginal solu- 
tion to the problem of abandoned chil- 
dren. It is working with the Romanian 
government to try to divert the £100 a 
month it costs to keep a child in an 
orphanage towards providing far 
cheaper help for famihes, where the 
average wage is £50 a month. They see 
no contradiction between these two 
policies. If some helpless dying chfl- 
dreo can be saved by foreign families, 
that do® not hinder the attempt at cre- 
ating a welfare system to prevent more 
children being abandoned. They take 
a practical, not an ideological, view. 

The O’Cuny family is among those 
to have fallen foul of the ideology of 
their local authority. Four years ago they 


There has always 
been a lofty contempt 
for infertile Western 
couples who set off to 
adopt foreign babies 


don panel, reveals all the ideological 
baggage that underpins this issue. 

She says the reaction to last night's 
film will be “emotional”, with couples 
falling for the charm of “sweet little 
babies” but she doubts they will cope 
with the child's needs for identity and 
cultural roots. She questions many 
adopters’ “vahie systems" and wonders 
why they don't try to adopt from 
Rwanda. “We can’t try to save all the 
world’s children - we may have con- 
tributed to many of the world’s prob- 
lems in the first place.” She draws on 
the experience of black British children 
brought up by whhe adopters, who, she 
says, suffer serious problems with their 
racial identity in a racist culture. 

However, the basic question she and 
others don’t address is whether a suit- 
able adoptive family is one that rescues 
a child from certain death? 

Among some soda) workers there 
remains an instinctive distaste for peo- 
ple who want to adopt healthy babies 
- middle-class, grasping, only in it for 
themselves. .. Why, some of them ask, 
don’t these selfish couples want diffi- 
cult British 10-year-olds from a life- 
time in care, or children with disabil- 
ities? Because roost ordinary people 
hope and pray they don’t have difficult 
or disabled children. Those who do 
adopt hard cases are remarkable and 
admirable people- but why should tbe 
unlucky infertile be expected to pre- 
dominate among them? 

Adoption from abroad will never 
solve the starving world's problems, 
but each one is at least (me child saved. 
If the risk of emotional scarring is so 
serious, perhaps the Chinese and 
Ro m an i an s would be kinder if they 
killed them all quickly? Looking at 
those desperate babies in last night's 
film, the humane answer for (hose with 
no chance of escape might well be yes, 
but 1 doubt any social worker would 
dare say so outnghL 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Peter Jepson 

Labour should accept the ruling on shortlists 


jeeds Industrial Tribunal, led fcy 
hairman, John Prophet, des- 
;dit for the courage of its dea- 
ifl-women sbortlisls in tbe Lab- 
y. Jt would have been relatively 
the tribunal to have referred 
ill decision to the European 
'Justice -in effect, passing the 
what was dearly a very con- 
j decision that bad “important 
tional implications” - as coun- 

le Labour Party argued. 

it chose to do, however, was 
a declaration that the Labour 
ad sexually discriminated 
both Roger Dyas-EUiott and 


myself in the constituencies of Regents 
Paifc and Soaring ton North, Brentford 
& Islewarth and Keighley. The Labour 
Party should now accept this decision 
of the industrial tribunal and get on 
with planning for the general election. 
15 lodge an appeal in the courts 
would only establish a sore that would 
run untfl, and possibly beyond, the 
forthcoming election. 

To many, it is seen as wrong flat 
democratic deerskins of a political 
party are challenged in the crams. 
Democracy, however, is not, and 
never can be, the tyranny of the 
majority over the minority, with no 


ground rules as to standards. Would 
it be acceptable for the board of 1CI 
to meet and democratically vote that 
they will only employ men? Of course 
not; in a democracy they should, and 
must, respect the rule of law. 

No doubt tins can be criticised as tbe 
imposition of political correctness, in 
that die views of the stale with regard 
to wist is sexually and racially correct 
. are imposed upon society. But what is 
the alternative? Surely if cannot be 
acceptable that we have no employ- 
ment laws, as some Fleet Street edi- 
tors have implied, with just the rule of 
the jungle applying. 


The Treaty of Rome requires gov- 
ernments to legislate so as to provide 

X 1 pay for men and women, with 
quent directives requiring equal 
treatment among the sexes. Because 
of these binding international cov- 
enants, European governments are 
obliged to eradicate sexual discrimi- 
nation, with some welcome attempts 
being made to extend this obligation 
to cover racial discrimination. 

’ It is a fact of law that governments 
are subject to the jurisdiction of tbe 
European Community, just as com- 
panies are subject to European and 
domestic laws. Given the legal require- 


ments for governments and companies 
to comply with laws on discrimination, 
it is a nonsense to argue that political 
parties should be exempt. 

Tb this extent, (be decision of the 
Leeds industrial Tribunal should be 
welcomed. 

As for me. I would welcome the 
opportunity to be considered for sel- 
ection in any winnable Labour seat, 
but I shall continue in any case with 
my academic career in law. 

The writer won his sexual discrimina- 
tion claim offtinst the Labour Party on 
Monday. 


Mitterrand: an 
amorality tale 

The French president was the 
epitome of a man without principle, 
argues Jonathan Fenby 


F rom Mohammed al-Masari 
10 Whitewater, from South 
Korea’s disgraced former pres- 
idents to a dozen European 
funding scandals, politics and 
morality sit uneasily together. 
And nobody epitomised the 
amorality of politics better than 
Francois Mitterrand, France s 
longest-serving president who 
died on Monday. It did him no 
ha r m , keeping him in the most 
powerful elective post in the 
Wesi for 14 years, but the effects 
on his country hardly merit lhe 
tributes being paid on all sides 
this week. 

The tenacity of Mitterrand’s 
quest for power has become the 
scuff of legend — how this politi- 
cian from the pre-atorcuc age 
battled for almost four decades 
before winning supreme power. 
His reverses and recoveries 
through the Fourth Republic 
and the first 23 years of the 
Fifth Republic were enough to 
turn anybody into an intensely 
private, distrustful schemer for 
whom any sign of dissidence 
amounted to treason. The 
irony was that the moment of 
greatest hope for the progress 
of the French centre-left was 
precisely the moment at which 
a politician rooted in the intro- 
verted politics of the Forties 
and Fifties moved into the 
Elysde palace. 

Mitterrand always Insisted 
that what he prized above all 
was freedom. What he really 
meant was irresponsibility to 
anybody but himself. Thus he 
could have friendfy lunches at 
his country home in the Seven- 
ties with the former collabora- 
tionist police chief responsible 
for the mass deportation of 
Jews in 1942, and wax indignant 
when questioned about it. Thus 
be could play favourites with 
successive prime ministers, 
advance the career of a Flash 
Harry entrepreneur as a sup- 
posedly serious politician, and 
block die left’s best hope for the 
Nineties out of personal vindic- 
tiveness. Thus be could refuse to 
return the telephone calls of one 
prime minister, who committed 
suicide in his depression, switch 
policies at the drop of a hat and 
introduce an electoral system 
that was bound to aid the rise of 
tbe National Front. 

There were constants: for 
most of his career Mitterrand 
supported social reform and 
was a committed European. But 
from the abandonment of the 
initial attempt to bufld socialism 
in one country, it was the shifts 
and manoeuvres that increas- 
ingly came to define the man. By 
his second presidency, from 
1986 to 1993, Mitterrand had 
become the epitome of a man 
without principle, the king of a 


court in which the role of cham- 
berlain might be played equaltv 
wefl by a prime minister from 
left or right and where the 
monarch's natural daughter was 
sheltered on the jpublic purse. 

The corruption at court 
echoed beyond (he palace walls. 
Since 3 990, dozens of prominent 
businessmen and politicians 
have been hauled up on charges 
of fraud and other wrong-doing. 
Figures in past Socialist admin- 
istrations have been accused of 
involvement in anything from 
iUicit funding arrangements and 
the diversion of public cash, to 
scandals over a telephone-tap- 
ping ring approved by the Efy- 
sde and the supply of HJV-eon- 
jaminated blood to the national 
health service. 

One former minister was 
sentenced to jail for rigging a 
football match; a Mitterrand 
confidant shot himself in the 
Elys£e; one of the President's 
oldest friends used official 
information for insider dealing. 

France’s scandals are by no 
means confined to the left. But 
it does not matter much where 
the graft is detected. The net 
effect of the later Mitterrand 
years - and of the Mitterrand 
style - has been to undermine 
public confidence in those who 


The corruption 
at court echoed 
beyond the 
palace walls 


rule the country and - more 
important - in the state. 

An opinion poll taken before 
the presidential election last 
spring showed that the French 
wanted to be able to put their 
confidence in a “strong state”. 
In return, they have traditionally 
been ready to accept govern- 
ment by Elites and by a political 
class that is not at home with 
Anglo-Saxon notions of democ- 
racy. But now the centre no 
longer provides tbe rock round 
which die country can revolve. 

At some point, back in the 
Eighties, France's president 
made one deal too many, 
stabbed one former associate 
too many in the back and moved 
one step too far into the world 
of politics for its own sake. Mit- 
terrand may have been hailed by 
Parisian commentators as a 
political artist, but he leaves a 
sombre canvas behind him. 

The author was Reuter Bureau 
Chief in Paris 1968-73 and Paris 
correspondent for the ‘Econo- 
mist’ 1982-85. 


Send a baby box to 
Bosnia this Winter 


nappies, washing 
r materials - not what you'd 
think of giving someone. But for 
a desperate mother in Bosnia 
trying to keep her child safe 
from infection, the basic 
essentials inside one of 
our baby boxes would mean 
the world. 

Feed the Children will deliver 
your box directly into the hands 
of mothers in Bosnia- many 
of whom will be 
sheltering in 
freezing schools, 
factories, and 
bombed-out 
houses 
this Winter. 

Please send 
a baby box to Bosnia 
this Winter - help a 
mother keep her baby safe. 


With love from a friend 
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Final £3.8bn terms 
fall short of Forte 
knockout blow 

Granada unveils plan to pay 47p special dividend 
funded by sale of Meridien and Exclusive hotels 


MATHEW HOflSMAN 

Granada's chief executive Gerry 
Robinson last night signalled a 
knife-edge finish to his takeover 
fight for hotels group Forte, with 
an increased offer of £3.8bn that 
falls short of a knockout blow. 

Amid one of the toughest 
takeover fights seen in the 
nineties. Granada's new terms 
arc worth about 373p a share 
compared to the initial bid of 
327p. 

“it will be much or difficult 
for Forte to remain independent 
now." said a leading leisure 
analyst. 

But other analysts added that 
Granada would still have to pro- 
vide greater details on its plans 
to enhance profits at Forte’s 
restaurants and hotels opera- 
tions if its bid succeeds. “This 
is not a killer offer." said one. 
“It comes down to who can 
manage better, and precisely 
what find of company - a pure 
hotels group or a hotels-and- 
food combination - investors 
wanL" 

The City was also impressed 
by the way Granada raised its 
offer - using a lax-efficient spe- 
cial dividend of 47p payable to 
Forte shareholders once the 
bid is declared unconditional. 
For those institutional funds 
able to avoid lax. roughly 40 per 
cent of Forte's shareholders, the 
revised offer from Granada is 
actually worth 385p a share. 

Granada also announced a 
separate agreement with Che 
Council of Forte, which controls 
0.03 per cent of the company's 
shares but 30 per cent of the 
votes. The Council has agreed 
to step aside, allowing ordinary 
shareholders to decide the 
outcome of the bid. Granada 
will pay the Council £50m for 
its stake, which is to be used to 
finance charitable activities. 

In a change of strategy. 
Granada chief executive, Ger- 
ry Robinson, promised to sell 
Forte's upmarket Meridien and 
Exclusive hotel chains, using the 


proceeds to help fund the spe- 
cial dividend. “Wc deckled that 
we could not attach the same 
value to these assets as many ho- 
tel operators who willing to pay 
good prices." he said. 

Mr Robinson hinted yester- 
day that he had never been wed- 
ded to the upmarket hotels. “V/b 
downplayed our intentions be- 
cause we were bloody nervous 
that Forte might paint us as as- 
set-strippers. 51 But once Forte 
unveiled its own asset disposal 
plan. Mr Robinson said Grana- 
da became “less sensitive" to the 
charge. 

Granada hinted that at least 
four buyers had made ap- 
proaches to buy the hotels - in- 
cluding trophy assets such as the 



Sir Rocco Forte: accused 
Granada of ‘asset-stripping’ 


Grosvenor House in London. 
Granada expects to be able to 
raise about £2bn from the sale 
of the hotels. Forte's stakes in 
the Savoy Group and Alpha 
Airports, as well as the Welcome 
Break, motorway service ar- 
eas. Ike company expects to 
bring gearing down to about 70 
per cent after the disposals. 

Forte immediately rejected 
the increased offer. Sir Rocco 
Forte, its chairman, said: “Now 
we see this bid for what it’s 
worth — a 19SQs style, highly 
leveraged asset strip which has 
nothing to do with management 
skills." A Forte spokesman 


added: “Robinson has turned 
his previous strategy upside 
down. He didn't expect the 
strong defence from Forte and 
has been forced to regroup. 
New he is engaging in a firesaJe 
of assets. This approach is only 
a week old, and it shows.” 

The spokesman added that 
Granada's revised bid, funded 
by asset sales, showed the com- 
pany “could not get backing for 
a real, substantive increase to re- 
flect Forte's true value. Grana- 
da is clearly being pushed.” 

Granada responded that its 
financing arrangements were 
solid, and that sub-underwriting 
was significantly oversub- 
scribed. On the question of 
strategy, Granada said the core 
assets it wanted - Forte's restau- 
rants, and budget and mid- 
market hotels - would be a 
profitable addition to group 
businesses, and that the up- 
market hotels would fetch good 
prices from trade buyers. 

“We are now back to funda- 
mentals in this battle," Mr 
Robinson said. “There has been 
a lot of huffing and puffing, but 
now shareholders have a real 
choice." 

The starkness of that choice 
was echoed by fond managers, 
who said they would have to de- 
ride whether to stick to a pure 
hotels play with Forte - pock- 
eting the proceeds of an £S00ra 
share buyback funded by 
Forte's planned sale of its 
restaurants business to Whit- 
bread - or bet that Granada’s 
management team can provide 
long-term growth. 

Said one leading fond man- 
ager. “We came into Forte be- 
cause we believed that the 
hotels cycle was turning tip. We 
haven’t always been happy with 
Forte's management, but I'm 
not sure this is the time to give 
up on them.” 

The bid closes on 23 January. 
Granada shares closed last 
night at 637p, down 6p, while 
Forte was trading at 351, up 7p. 

Comment, page 17 
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Disenchantment: Brian McGowan's stewardship of House of Fraser has not given shareholders the returns they were hoping for 

Pressure grows for shake-up at Fraser 


NIGEL COPE 

Pressure is growing for senior 
management changes at 
House of Fraser, the depart- 
ment store group run by Bri- 
an McGowan, a high-flyer in 
the Eighties, after the compa- 
ny issued its fourth profits 
warning in two years. 

City analysts and institu- 
tional shareholders are ex- 
pressing disenchantment over 
the company’s performance 
since the Army & Navy and 
Dickins & Jones group was 
launched on the stock market 
to much fanfare two years ago. 

Institutional investors are 
understood to have requested 
meetings with the company to 
learn why trading problems 
have persisted. 

One shareholder said: 
“House of Fraser is not a 


hopeless case but at the trad- 
ing level things do not look 
good. They don’t seem to 
have control over their stock.’ 
Another investor said yes- 
terday's statement “raised 
questions about the manage- 
ment.” Mr McGowan was 
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brought in to chair the com- 
pany and oversee its Rotation. 
Andrew Jennings, the man- 
aging director, moved across 
from Harrods. 

The company declined to 
comment on possible man- 
agement changes. The fund 
management group PDFM. 
which owns a 22 "per cent 
stake in the company, also de- 
clined to comment." Talk of a 
possible takeover has started, 
although raos t acalvts say the 
company is not attractive at 
the current price. 

Yesterday's trading state- 
ment said that this year prof- 
its would be well below 
market expectations after a 
significant fall in the operat- 
ing margins. 

The City was expecting pre- 
tax profits of around £25m for 
the vear to January but this 


was downgraded yesterday to 
£l6m-£lSm. The company 
blamed the problems on 
changes in its sales mix, say- 
ing higher-margin ladieswear 
and homeware departments 
had been particularly disap- 
pointing. with sales down by 
4-5 per cent. The company has 
been forced to discount stock 
to clear space for new ranges 
while slow-moving new stock 
has also been marked down 
aggressively. 

Trading in the week before 
Christmas was strong, with 
comparative sales up 8 5 per 
cent on last year. However. 
sales for the 22 weeks to the 
end of December were up by 
only 2.3 per cent. 

The company said it was ad- 
dressing the problems with the 
recent appointment of a new 

_ ...i. it 


also plans to invest £5m in new 
technology as part of a three- 
year programme that will see 
store refurbishmems and new 
stores in the coming year. 

House of Fraser shares were 
priced at lSQp when they were 
issued in April 1994. After ear- 
ly gains to mure than 200c they 
have fallen steadily following 
a series of profit warnings. Yes- 
terday they closed 3p lower al 
I63p. 

Some institutions say the 
company could become a 
takeover target, although the 
current sharepricc is too high 
to attract serious interest. 
Sears, which owns the Self- 
ridges department store, and 
Burton, which controls the 
highly successful Debcnhams 
chain, could both be interest- 
ed at a lower price. 

Comment, page 17 



Olgas considers delaying gas competition 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

Ofgas. the gas industiy watch- 
dog, has launched an investiga- 
tion into whether competition in 
the domestic gas market should 
be delayed from the planned 
starting date of 1 April. Any slip- 
page would be extremely em- 
barrassing for the Government, 
which until now Jh3S been 
adamant that the opening of the 
market - initially to 500,000 
homes in the Soulh-west - will 
go ahead on schedule. 


It has also emerged that the 
issue of licences for new pub- 
lic gas shippers and suppliers 
will be postponed for a month 
until 1 March following a meet- 
ing on Saturday between tbe 
Department of Trade and 
Industry. Ofgas and the 
industry. 

The so-called “appointed 
day" on which licences will be 
issued was originally to be in Oc- 
tober but was postponed to 
December and then February 
before this latest hitch. 

Ofgas is now thought to have 


appointed Chris Rees oflbuchc 
Ross to examine whether 1 
April remains feasible. One in- 
dustry source said there were 
concerns that the computer 
systems and arrangements for 
coping with multiple suppliers 
would not be ready and that a 
bad start to competition would 
result in lack of confidence. 
“This has got to work,” he said. 

The DTI declined to com- 
ment. But it is thought that 
there is now acceptance that tbe 
project may slip. The DTI bad 
been determined that compe- 


tition for the 500.000 homes 
would begin in April and be ex- 
panded to 2 million households 
in 1997, with the entire country 
following by the end of 1998. 
The timetable for opening the 
markel has been widely "con- 
sidered to be extremely light. 

A spokesman for British Gas' 
pipeline arm. Thmsco, con- 
firmed the delay in the issue of 
licences. But he said Transco, 
whose pipelines will carry gas for 
other suppliers, is “working its 
socks off” to ensure that every- 
thing is ready on time. Key io 


the start of competition are the 
agreements governing the use of 
the pipelines and the arrange- 
ments to ensure that people get 
the right bills. 

Rivals to British Gas. which 
include North Sea producers 
and electricity firms, have pri- 
vately claimed that the compa- 
ny is dragging its feel over 
competition. Companies in- 
cluding Amerada Hess have 
promised 10 undercut British 
Gas by about 15 per cent -about 
£50 for tbe average household 
- in the South-west. 


British Gas. which fears it 
could lose the most lucrative cus- 
tomers through “cheny-picking” 
by others, has yet to say what it 
will do in response. In the in- 
dustrial and commercial market 
where competition is already al- 
lowed. British Gas has seen its 
market share decimated, al- 
though it fs now* fighting back. 

In the consumer markel the 
company faces the thorny prob- 
lem of whether it should cut 
prices in the South-west to 
match competitors while leav- 
ing prices unchanged elsewhere. 


Accountants push for fraud review 


Die Government is being urged 
to set up an independent advi- 
sory panel and carry out a re- 
view of the law with the aim of 
simplifying prosecutions as part 
of a concerted campaign against 
fraud, which is estimated to cost 
British industry up to £lObn a 
year, writes Roger Trapp. 

“ fighting fraud should come 
high on the agenda of govern- 
ment, the criminal justice sys- 
tem, business and the relevant 
professions," according to a 
paper published by the Institute 
of Chartered Accountants 
yesterday. 

While pointing out that it 
would be wrong to suggest that 
the country is indifferent to the 
problem, it adds that “few in- 


volved in combatting it believe 
there is sufficient appreciation 
of the danger it presents. If 
leaders in and out of Parliament 
were more aware of the foil 
havoc fraud can cause, they 
would surely seek to actively 
manage and reduce this key 
area of risk." 

In an attempt to draw to- 
ither all those involved in the 
Jit against the problem, the 
institute is following up the 
publication of the booklet. Tak- 
ing Fraud Seriously with a con- 
ference today. 

The conference will be at- 
tended by more than 100 dele- 
gates. including heads of fraud 
squads from all over the coun- 
try, MPs, lawyers, accountants. 


academics and business 
representatives. It is hoped that 
the will provide a forum for dis- 
cussing the issue and co-ordi- 
nating responses to it. 

Among the other recom- 
mendations put forward in the 
booklet - designed as a discus- 
sion paper and written by Tony 
Bingham of Coopers & Ly- 
brand, Ian Huntington of 
KPMG and Martyn Jones of 
Tbuche Ross - are the creation 
of a legal duty for regulators to 
report suspected fraud to au- 
ditors, re-examination of the de- 
tection role of the statutory 
auditor in relation to corporate 
fraud and a code of business 
practice for dealing with the 
problem. 


SEC ready to sue Joseph Jett 


New York - Joseph Jett, the 
trader at the centre of the 1994 
bond scandal that led to the 
demise of his company, Kidder 
Peabody’, is expected to face civ- 
il charges of wrong-doing from 
the Securities and Exchange 
Commission as early as today, 
together with two of his former 
superiors at the company, 
writes David 17 s borne. 

Jl is widely expected that as 
soon as US government officers 
are back aL work, after the East 
Coast storm, which should be 
today, the SEC will issue so- 
called civil administrative 
charges against the former trad- 
er as well as Edward Cerullo, 
who was head of bond trading 
at Kidder, and Melvin Muffin, 


who first hired Mr Jett. Both 
Mr Jett and Mr Mullin have in- 
dicated that they plan to fight 
the charges. 

When it erupted in April 
1994, the Kidder scandal shook 
the financial industry, in part be- 
cause it involved Mr Jett, one 
of Wall Street's highest -flying 
African Americans. It led Gen- 
eral Electric to dispose of the 
firm to PaineWfebber for $67Qjn 
in December 1994. The firm, 
which now only maintains a 
skeleton staff to handle legal 
claims, is not itself expected to 
face SEC charges. 

Kidder Peabody fired Mr Jett 
when it discovered that he had 
allegedly generated some 
$350m in false profits in bond 


trade, apparently to enhance his 
year-end performance and thus 
his bonus. It contended that it 
knew nothing of Mr Jett's ac- 
tivities. a claim that Mr Jett 
disputes. 

If found guilty of the SEC 
charges. Mr Jett would proba- 
bly face being stripped of ill-gor- 
ten profits, fined up to 5100,000 
and banned from the securities 
industiy from life. 

The US Attorney’s office in 
New York is also preparing 
some criminal charges against 
him, although their filing is not 
imminent. 

“I am completely innocent of 
these charges, I will not allow 
people to condemn wrongly,” 
Mr Jett said this week. 
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Airbus to $4bn 
Malaysian deal 



RUSSELL HOTTEN 

Airbus, the European aircraft 
consortium, was dealt another 
Wcnvyesterdaywhen Malaysian 
Airline System announced that 
a S4bn (£2.6bn) order for 25 
planes was being placed with US 
rival Boeing. 

The order for 15 Boeing 777s 
and 10 Boeing 747-400s was 
good news for Rolls-Royce, 
which also announced that it 
had secured a £315m contract 
to supply 30 H-ent 800 engines 
to power the 777s. 

The world's two biggest com- 
mercial aircraft manufacturers 
had been in fierce competition 
for the Malaysian business, and 
Airbus, led by chairman Jean 
Pierson, would have hoped to 
have won part of the deal at 
least McDonnell Douglas, the 
str ugg lin g US manufacturer in 
merger talks with Boeing, had 
also put in a bid. 

Malaysian Airlines said it 
did not split the order because 
it could, not afford -to operate 
too many different types of air- 
craft. “There could only be one 
winner,” said Tajudin Ramil, 
chairman of the airline. “We 
need to make our engineering 
more efficient, and this can be 
done fry standardising the type 
of equipment we operate.” 

This rs the second big deal that 
Airbus, whose consortium part- 
ner British Aerospace builds the 
aircraft's wings, has lost in as 
many months. A $12.7bn order 
from Singapore Airlines for 77 
aircraft was awarded to Boeing 
in December. 

Boeing captured two-thirds of 
the global market last year. 
Boosted by the dollar's weak- 
ness relative to European cur- 
rencies, Boeing won $31.2bn in 
aircraft orders in 1995, com- 
pared with $7bn for Airbus. 

An Airbus spokesman said 
yesterday: “We are very disap- 
pointed that the announcement 
was not in our favour.” But he 
pointed out that Malaysian Air- 
line is still the world’s largest 
user of the Airbus A330, with 
10 aircraft, and “so was still a 


very important customer." 

Airbus was reported to have 
offered huge discounts to secure 
the deal, though-the company 
firmly denied this and Mr 
Tajudin said he was unaware of 
any price-cutting. The Boeings 
were “slightly more costly, but 
they fit in more with our pro- 
pored destinations,'’ he said. 
Boeing has also agreed to invest 
in Malaysia's fledgling aero- 
space industry as part of the 
(foal. Airbus is believed to have 
promised to manufacture air- 
craft components in Malaysia. 

’ Malaysian Airline 1 has 65 



Pipped twice by Boeing: Jean 
Pierson, Airbus chairman 

Boeings in its current fleet of % 
planes. The new order, stretch- 
ing over five years, with the first 
deliveries in 1997, would give it 
one of the largest Boeing fleets 
in the world-Mr Tajudin said the 
fleet expansion was in line with 
projections that passenger traf- 
fic in the Asia-Pacific region 

would grew by 13 per cent a year 

over the next five years. 

Analysis said the R-R con- 
tract would not have a great im- 
pact on profits, but was 
important because it would 
strengthen the manufacturers 
presence in the booming Far 
East airline market. 

&mdy Morris, of NatWest Se- 
curities, said the deal was ex- 
citing because R-R had fought 
off arch rival Pratt & Whitney, 
whose engines are used in Boe- 
ing 747s and Airbus AC-30s. 
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Conjuring cannot change Forte’s ^ rac ^ 5 ec ? r( ^ 


'In his determination 
to save something of 
the family silver, Sir 
Rocco Forte has been 
prepared to give the 
City virtually ail it 
could ask for... bar 
one thing: his own 
head’ 


T he lines are drawn. the gloves are off, 
decision lime approaches. Forte has 
fought a magnificent campaign. If ever 
there were a case lhat deserved to win on 
public relations effort alone, this is il. Dur- 
ing the course of the takeover battle. Forte 
seems to have brought about a sea change 
in City perceptions, swinging the position 
from that of a no-hoper to that of com- 
manding lead over its assailant, Granada. 

In the end. however, this is not a difficult 
choice to make. What we have seen from 
Forte over the past six weeks amounts to Ut- 
ile more than an elaborate show of pyrotech- 
nics. In his determination to save something 
of the family silver. Sir Rocco Forte has been 
prepared to give the City virtually all it could 
ask for - a spectacular share buyback funded 
by the sale of the company’s roadside cater- 
ing business, the sale of the Savoy stake, the 
promise of a steadily rising income stream. 
Everything, that is, bar one thing: his own 
head. Even that may be negotiable, with Sir 
Rocco possibly prepared to split the roles of 
chairman and chief executive. But there is 
one thing that all the conjuring cannot do. 
It cannot change Forte’s track record, which, 
even on the kindest of interpret a lions, is a 


break-up. whal used to he called assel-slrip- 
pinc Granada plans to keep only the road- 
side restaurants and the middle- to down- 
market hotels. The rest will be sold. Nothing 
like this - lo bid £3.7bn to sell £2bn of assets 
- has been attempted for many a year. Fur- 
thermore. with the bid costs now mounting 
towards £70m. the cost of failure U high. 

The alternative is not particularly alluring 
either, however. Forte as a pure hotels group 
may seem to provide the “ focus that share- 
holders like lo see in companies these days, 
but in truth there is Hule that unites the man- 
agement of top-of-the-range trophy hotels 
with lhat of the Pnslhouse chain. Forte s past 
gives little reason lo suppose it can deliyer 
the profits necessary both to fund its divi- 
dend promises and the investment these ho- 
tels demand. It's lime to move over and give 
somebody else a go. 


Dark days in the 
European heartland 


even on the kindest of interpretations, 
poor one. 

With a decent bid, if not a knoek-oul one, 
now on the table, this is Granada's strongest 
cord and ought to seal Fbrie’s fate. Not lhat 
anyone should have any illusions about 
Granada's bid - it was exposed yesterday for 
ail its base motives as an old-fashioned 


T he sleep jump in German unemploy- 
ment in December is a storm signal not 
just for Germany but for the wider European 
economy, including Britain. Apart from the 
obvious danger of slack demand in Lhe 
engine-room ol Europe affecting trading 
partners through lower demand for exports, 
the intensity of the German slowdown casts 
a pall over prospects for European Mone- 


tary Union. 


est rales eased vy a ninuci cuuuu... ™ 
German rates. Il now seems likely that the 
Bundesbank will cut the discount rate again 
to 2.5 per cent - a rate only reached once 
before since the War - this spring. 

After stalling in the third quarter ol 1995, 
the German economy now seems certain to 
have gone into decline in the fourth quar- 
ter. The sharp rise in unemployment of 
68,000 in December - the highest for more 
than two years and the fifth consecuuve 
monthly increase - testified to a seriously 
saarinc economy. Industrial output in Octo- 
ber and November was more than 2 percent 
below the third-quarter average. 

Bear in mind that even the picture of flat 
output in the third quarter was a flattering 
one. Without a big rise in slockbuildm^eco- 
nomic activity would have fallen substan- 
tially. Against this background, the decision 
of a leading German economic institute, me 
DIW. to halve its growth forecast for 1996 
from 2 to 1 per cent looks plausible rather 

than alarmist. _ 

While conceding that Germany was now 
likeh' lo miss the Maastricht criterion i of a 
budget deficit of 3 per cent or less in 1995, 
Theo Waigel, the German finance minister, 
claimed lhat Germany would make amends 
in 1996. This looks more like the bravado 
of finance ministers around the world rather 
than a realistic prognosis. 


count rate m Deeaa^cp^ -k 
room for a further reduction! % 
vention rate tomorrow by the Banque u 

^ven if d* 
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Time to move 
house at Fraser 


jjou* of ft—*- 



authorities, me , tike 

irichi deficit objective looks ever more like 

an endlessly receding mirage. 

With a quarter of visible exports gpmgtO 
France and Germanv, the British economy 

win not be able to escape the 

a tailspin in the heartland of Lhe Emppe^ 
ecormmv The Treasury s forecast of a n-cov 
ere in exports of goods and services toover 
7 «r cent in 1996 looked ewer-opi imisttc at 
Lhetime of the Budget; now u looks mcreas- 

^neFtSi^erraan imempU^mcnt also 

screes as afurther antidote to Tony Blair s 
vision of the stakeholder economy If 
European country offered a role mcKid an 
deserved such a soubriquet it was Germany. 


Ouse Ot rraaci u" V " 

I ion the high street, for its sharebold- 
is X at least- The lumbering department 
store group has promised much but deliv- 
ered little since it came to market two years 

■ m nfho left Harrods to become House 

Ssff-ws® 2 ® 

bSn given the benefit of the doub | L^ mJ 
Sm*fby parent insututions, but Mr 
wSwan and his fellow directors should 
now be asking themselves who their suc- 
cessors will be. 


Labour attacks 
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75% workforce cut 
at National Power 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 


The Labour Party slammed 
National Power yesterday for 
cutting jobs by almost three- 
quarters over the past three 
years while the pay of the com- 
pany's chairman has tripled. 

The attack was sparked when 
National Power, the nation’s 
largest electricity generator, 

announced that ft was to cut 400 
jobs, bringing its workforce to 
around 4,500 compared with al- 
most 16.000 at privatisation 
five years ago. The Labour Par- 

and 


ty said it was “disgusting" and 
claimed that the 1 1,000 job 


among management and cleri- 
cal staff at the company's head- 
quarters in Swindon, would 
help to save £40m in 1996/7 and 

£60m the following year. But Mr 
McCartney said: “No one op- 
poses increasing efficiency, but 
in the privatised utilities of 
Tory Britain that always seems 
to mean job cuts for the work- 
force and pay rises for the 
executives." 

The job cuts caused uproar 
from the staff unions, with Celia 
Pflay, national officer for the En- 
gineer and Managers’ Assoc- 
iation, saying that the unions 
would challenge the move 
through the . consultation 
process. “It is difficult to think 
of a worse start to 1996. These 

latest cuts threaten to turn a lean 


company into an anorexic one, 
she said. 


National Power 


acq q - ;r; i-/ 




losses at the company have 
cost the taxpayer £49m in lost 
tax and benefits. 

Ian McCartney, shadow em- 
ployment minister, said: "Na- 
tional Power may have cuts its 
workforce by two-thirds since 
privatisation, but the ‘cost sav- 
ings' have stopped at the board- 
room door." He said boardroom reooot^— , . j ~ 

pay had “rocketed” over the pe- 
riod with the remuneration of ^ 

John Baker, until recently duel 
executive, increasing from 
£106,000 in 1991 to £398,000 last 
year. Mr Baker is now paid 
£180,000 in his capacity as 
chairman. . • 

National Power said the re- 
ductions, which will be made 




-500, 
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Her anger was echoed by 
Unison, which said ft would seek 
urgent talks to by to reduce the 
planned cuts. Mick Brade. Uni- 
son’s senior regional officer in 
the soutern region, said: “The 
consequences will be stress and 
loss of morale. It demonstrates 
that the threat of job insecuri- 
ty is in the workplace and not 
in people’s minds as some Tory 
minis ters believe.” 

National Power said its un- 
proved efficiency had come 
from a range of measures, not 
only reductions in staff. A 
spokesman added lhat benefits 
have been passed on, with typ- 
ical industrial customers seeing 
electricity prices fall by around 
23 per cent since the industry 
was privatised. 

Andrew Swanson, company 
secretary, said a review of non- 
power station costs, which re- 
sulted in the latest 400 losses, 
bad been carried out “against 
a background of increasing 
competition in electricity 
generation”. 

Mr Swanson added: Na- 
tional Power believes that the 
cost savings and increased effi- 
ciency will enable the company 
to continue to compete vigor- 
ously in its home market whilst 



NoendUisSIt? Sir Alistair Morton's tenure at Eurotunnel 


is looking increasingly precarious 


photograph: David Sandison 


Shares plunge over 


Eurotunnel fears 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 
and DAVID HELUER 


The precarious position of 
Eurotunnel was underlined 
yesterday after widespread City 
rumours that the Channel 
Tunnel operator bad filed for 
bankruptcy. 

Shares fell 6p to close at an 
all-time low of 77p after spec- 
ulation started in Paris that 


Eurotunnel, co-cbaired by Sir 
Alastair Morton, had called a 
press conference for this morn- 
ing to announce its collapse. On 
the Paris bourse, Eurotunnel 
was off nearly 4 per cent, clos- 
ing at Fr6.20. 

Sources dose to Eurotunnel s 

banks described the nimouis as 

nonsense, while a Euroturmel 
spokesman in Paris said they 
“were without basis.” The com- 


pany’s press conference has 
been called to announce up- 
beat trading and forecasts. 

The nervousness was fuelled 
by reports that the Japanese 
banks among the 220-strong 
consortium holding Eurotun- 
ners £8bn debt are to sell a large 
part of their borrowings. 

According to Klesch & Co, 
the secondary debt specialist 
which has been persistently 


bearish on Eurotunnel, many 
Tokyo-based financial institu- 
tions, hard pressed because of 
domestic problems, are ex- 
pected to sell their borrowings 
by the end of March. 

Eurotunnel’s agent banks say 
they do not know if the Japan- 
ese banks have written off any 
debt. Eurotunnel had hoped to 
pr esep t a financial plan to banks 
by the end of January, although 


it is now increasingly likely lhat 
it will only be able to provide a 
progress update. 

This expectation led many an- 
alysts to conclude that a com- 
plete debt restructuring was 
becoming increasingly difficul t 
and that receivership may well 
be an option. The fact that the 
banks' adviser from Coopers & 
Lybrand was in Calais added 
weight to that theory. 


Payouts to fraud victims soar 

. . ™«lntn(*r sere 


Niccicum 


Compensation paymentsto vic- 
tims of fraud or bad advice are 
set to rocket by 75 per cent, up 
from £16m last year to £28m for 
the tax year ending in March. 

The Investors' Compensa- 
tion Scheme, the financial in- 
dustry’s safety net, is being 
forced to pay more and more 
compensation by the collapse of 
growing numbers of indepen- 
dent financial advice firms. 

Some £20m has already been 
paid out in the first nine months 
bfthis financial year, with pay- 
ments averaging up to £3m a 
month. ICS officials privately 
predict future years’ payouts are 
likely to rise even further. 

The scale of this years pay- 
outs, after several years of 
steady falls, increases pressure 


on the Personal Investment 
Authority, the industry watch- 
dog, to reorganise its contnbu- 
tions to tiie beleaguered scheme 
once and for all. 

Unless il is, experts believe 
the scheme will be unable to 
meet Haims lodged agamst it by 
thousands of victims of the 
pension transfer sca n dal. 

Once it begins to compensate 
thousands of people wrongly 
urged to leave their occupa- 
tional pensions and switch their 
funds into private ones, payouts 
by the scheme may explode. 

Nearly all the compensation 

wffl have to be met by members 

of the PIA, which is liable for 
a levy of up to £100m. Some es- 
timates of the compensation 
needed are several times that 
amount. , 

Gareth Marr, a member of 


the PIA pensions working par- 
ty, and also managing director 
of Moors Marr Bradley, alead- 
ingfinnof advisers, said: “I have 
total sympathy for the idea of 
rigorous regulation on behalf of 
consumers. 

“But the worst possible sce- 
nario is that a decent adviser is 
pushed out of business became 
of heavy financial demands, 
that he is not responsible for, 
from the scheme.” The PIA is 
expected to issue a discussion 
paper on investor compensation 
shortly. 

About three or four firms are 

declared in default each month 
by the ICS. Its staff are now ex- 
amining more than 200 finan- 
daladwsers that have gone bust 
in recent months to check 
whether their clients are enti- 
tled to compensation. David 



Cressweil, customer services 
manager at the compensation 
scheme said: “We are hoping 
that this is a short-term bulge 
rather than a long-term trend. 

“Whal we are seeing is the 
final gasp from former members 
of Fimbra [the financial watch- 
dog replaced by the PIA]. 
they are declared in default by 
us, then payments are made in 
relation to past years’ negligent 
advice. We then expect the 
scale of claims to fall again. 

Mr Cressweil admitted this 
did not take pension compen- 
sation into account: “They are 
the big unknown. But it is not 

for us to have a view on how the 

scheme is set up. 

“Our only concern is to pay 
compensation to investors 
entitled to it, as effectively as 
possible.” 


Train leasing group looks for £550m 


finance 




accountancy 


m & 


member of the consortium that set “P 
«hirh owns nearly 3,700 passenger carnage 


mar- 
w inning 


W fc?5®E« "early 3.700 pa^nger carriages and 
has lease revenues of £291 m. 


Restructure for bridal-wear group 
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Brackenbridge, the Pronuptia and Youngs bridal-wear company 
k being restructured via an acquisition and a rapftaFraismgraen^e. 

£525J500 for Langside, a prowler ofmens 
\ _L_: Jlv director Chari es Bnne will be- 


The company is paying £525,000 for i^angsiae, a “ 

wSrLanSide's managing director Charles Bnne will be- 
comechief executive of the enlarged group, which k to 'Change 
S^ame to Formal Group. Tb finance the acquisition, the com- 
pany is raising £1 .9m via a placing and open offer at lp per ordi- 
nary share 
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Alarm dt German jobless rote 


The number out of work in Gct- 
iany leapt by68,0p0 fast mratiL 
bringing the nanotal unem- 
ployment rate to within 
whisker of 


Union dismay at effects of ‘shackled Gulliver 5 
economy, Imre Karacs writes from Bonn 




as former 

ChanceUbr Helmut Sd^dtd^ 



Gennan mark was the most neg- 
ative factor in the 

leader called for cuts in bom 
public spending and ttWjgL 
“If X don't want endl^ 

in Engfandoracnpj^o^ 

weeHy 

edition of Ok 2eu* 


Figures released by the Fed- 
eral Labour Office yesterday 
showed that seasonally adjust- 
ed unemployment tose by 

68.000 in December to stofld at 
9.9 per cent of the workforce. 
The unadjusted total rose by 

212.000 to 3.8m. . . . 

The statistics also indicated 

ffiattheso^^boo": 

driven by soan^demandmtte 

east was over.^ There were mas- 
sive ic* kisses in the eastern part 
of to country, raking un- 
employment rate to 15- of the 

west, unemployment 
rose to 8.6 per cenLAnoth^lm 
workers on retraining schemes 
Sta eariy retirem^t are ex- 
cluded from the statistics. 


The latest figures suggest that 
the economy is slowing down far 
more rapidly than thegpvern- 
ment had predicted. The Eco- 
nomics Ministry had forecast 
stagnation in the second half ot 
the current financial year, with 

growth resuming in the summer. 

But even if drat were to happen, 
the number out of work will 
cross the psychologically tm- 
poitant4m barrier by the spring, 
and the jobless rate will hit 
double figures, probably next 
month. ... 

Alarmed by Lhe rate at which 

German jobs are disappearing, 
often to foreign countries, the 
government has endorsed a 
proposal ty the largest trade 
union IG Metali for a pact be- 


tween workers and employers. 
Last year the 3-milhon strong 
e ng ineering union resorted to 
strikes to extract an annual 
four-per cent pay rise over two 

Now IG Metali is calling for 

an “Alliance for Jobs” with em- 
ployers, and is prepared to keep 
next year’s wage demands at the 
level of inflation, currently less 
than two per cent In exchange, 
it wants a commitment from roe 
employers to create 300,000 
new jobs by 1998. 

Gesamtmetall the employ 
ers' organisation, said il was un- 
fair to expect employers to 
conjure up 100,00 jobs this year 
while the workers were about to 
receive their 4 per cent wage in- 
crease. The employers also 
wanted lower starting wages 
for those returning from long- 
term unemployment and pro- 
posed to trim holiday bonuses. 


Allied man received £680,000 pay-off 

David Jarvis received £687,845 from Allied Domecq in expert- 
Son for loss of office as head of the dnnks group s spints and 
wines operation, according to the company s 
Jarvis re-emerged within three months of leaving Allied asthief 
executive of Hilton International Ladbroke s hotel business. 

£2.2m for former NFC directors 

Former directors of NFC received £2.2m 

for loss of office .according to the transport and distribution gjojjjs 
£5 aSSs made sweeping « to tfabo^l 

recently in an attempt to turn the bde of its poor performan 

SFO may re-open Barings inquiry 


The Serious Fraud Office is considering reopening its ftwKjiga- 
S SoTe after a court in Smgapore ^ared 

access to papSonghig to Bariegs iFinjms 
Nick Leesoncarried out his ruinous derivatives speculation. 


Kleinwort buys Warburg leasing business 


An 8 page appointment 
section covering vital 
issues in accountancy, 
public sector finance and 
the legal profession. 


See pages 13 - 15 
17-21 
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The Finance & Legal Team on 
0171293 2310 


existing business should result in a £lbn leasing operation. 


Every Wednesday in the 


THE -- i P 


Rowland re-elected Uoyd’s chairman 


^ I / 1 


David Rowland has been re-elected chairman of Lloyd’s of Un- 
demfor 1996. John Stace was reflected deputy chamnanandJdm 
Cbarman was elected deputy chairman, replacing Robert Hiscox. 


section two 
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Investors face a dangerous year 


One of the highlights of the otherwise 
dull post -Christmas period in early Jan- 
uary is the annual visit to London of 
Boh Farrell, the senior investment 
advisor to Merrill Lynch in New York. 
One of the leading market strategists 
in the US, he always attracts a big 
crowd of fund manager* eager to hear 
his views on what the next 12 months 
hold. Having largely missed out on the 
Dow s remarkable surge last year, 
w hich caught almost everyone on the 
hop. it was no surprise to see so many 
at yesterday s talk. 

He didn’t disappoint. If he is right 
about 1 99b. wc are in for a i olatile year 
on Wall Street which means London 
will undoubtedly be buffet ted in the 
side winds. 

While the post is rarely a good guide 
to the future in investment statistic af- 
ter statistic suggests worryingly that 
199b oiii Id be the most dangerous year 
for stock markets since 1929. 

Some of the pointers towards a 
grossly overvalued stockmarket in- 
clude the follow ing: 

□The period from October 19^0 
I when the stockmarket had just fall- 
en 22 per cent in the run up to the Gulf 
War) is the longest period this centu- 
ry wjihoui a 12 per cent or greater ior- 
reclion.The Dow's gain in l Qg 5 has 
been the biggest in any year since 1°75. 
□Initial public offerings and mutual 
fund sales are at record highs. a> are 
volumes on ihe stockmarket. The 
yield on US stocks, at just 2219 per cent 
is lower than at any time since 1920 . 
suggesting that investors are ignoring 
the important fact that half the aver- 
age annual return on shares comes 
from dividend payouts. 

□American households have a his- 
torically high percentage of their assets 
tied up in equity investments. The mar- 
ket value of all equity and fixed income 
securities is a higher proportion of to- 
tal corporate assets than at any time 
since the war and the stockmarket as 
a proportion of nominal GDP is high- 
er than at anv lime since, vou guessed 
it. 1929. 

These ought to he alarming statis- 
tics and against that weight of infor- 
mation the c> aimer arguments seem 
flimsy: they state thaf demographic 
changes mean that the US is trans- 
forming itsell from a nation of con- 
sumers io investors which » ill shift the 
levels at which alarm bells start ring- 
ing: also, as foreign investors largely- 
missed out on last year s party, they will 


longer than logic suggests they should 
as the fear of missing out (greed) over- 
rides the tear of overpaying (fear). 

The bullish outlook is confirmed by 
u number of cyclical pointers, which 
while they seem unscientific do appear 
to be at least consistent. One of these 
shows that while the 5th year in a 
decade ( 1 945. 1 995 etc) has been pos- 
it ive in every 1 decade foracentury. the 
hih vear has also had a good ran (8 up, 
3 down ). Be warned, though, the 7th 
vear has a dreadful record, especially 
w hen, os in the 1990s. it is the year af- 
ter a presidential election-That is a year 
off. however, in the meantime volumes, 
which tend to peak 5 months before the 
market follows suit, are rising, which 
suggests the market still has momen- 
tum. New issue activity is also en- 
couragingly buoyant. 

So much for die market. .As Mr Far- 
rell is the first to admit, however, get- 
ting market timing right is far less 
effective in investment terms than 
picking the right slocks. He tells the sto- 
ry of "two investors, one of whom 
jumped in and out of the market at all 
of its peaks and troughs between 1940 
and 1975 while the other stayed fully 
invested, but always in the best per- 
forming sector. 


The first investor turned S 1,000 
into a useful SS6.000, not a bad return. 
The second, however, had his feat been 
achievable, would have turned his 
J 1,000 into a cool S4.3bn. 

Of course neither route is a realis- 
tic possibility, but the point is well 
made. In a volatile market, the need 
for selectivity is greater than ever, so 
what are Mr Farrell's tips for the 
year? 

Japan, he thinks, will have a good 
cuuple of years, but be careful this is 
a cyclical bounce and does not reflect 
underlying growth. Dollar assets will 
do well as die currency moves in the 
right direction. Small cap stocks will 
outperform their larger peers, gold will 
break out of its current trading range 
and selected emerging markets will out- 
perform the established centres. 

Longer term, the themes for the 
1990s which will drive slocks this year 
and for the rest of the decade could be 
as follows;: expect producer assets to be 
buoyant as capital spending rises in a 
major productivity push: the commu- 
nications revolution will continue 
apace: and demographic changes mean 
massive opportunities for healthcare 
stocks in the broadest sense. Tread care- 
fully this vear. however - there have 


never been two successive years with- 
out at least a 5 per cent correction. 
Whatever it is, 1996 is unlikely to be 
dull for investors. 


Bespak still has 
its problems 


S&P 500 dividend yield 
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Post World War If themes & styles 


Theme 


move in this year, extending the fes 


tMties: finalh’. hull markets ahvavs run 


Style 

Return 


1950s 
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1980s 
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Inflation 

Age ot debt 
financed 
consumption 

Industrial 
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technology 
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Bespak ought to be a go-go stock. The 
company leads the world in the manu- 
facture of asthma inhaler valves, which 
were at the centre of Rhone-Poulenc 
Rorer's recent £1 .Sbn bid for Fisons, 
and sell into the respiratory' drugs sec- 
tor. the fastest-growing part of the phar- 
maceuticals market. Instead, the shares 
languish at less than half the 1993 peak 
of 707p. even after yesterday’s lOp rise 
io 325p. 

The old management which led Be- 
spak astray has gone, but despite yes- 
terday s announcement of a 15 per cent 
rise in interim profits to £3 Jim. it is 
clear that only some of the company's 
problems have gone with them. 

After more than a year of discussion, 
attempts are still being made to mod- 
ify the onerous royalties payable on a 
new valve to ML Laboratories' sub- 
sidiary Innova ta Biomed. Last years 
massive £]S.6m write off should ensure 
all news on this front is good in future. 

There was also a welcome return to 
profits of £500.000 in the two US lenax 
subsidiaries, where restructuring deep- 
ened trading losses to £l~?m in the sec- 
ond half of last year. The 2 per cent 
fall in sales from Tenax Danbury to US 
Surgical, the main customer for its sur- 
gical equipment components, was the 
best performance in three years. 

Even so. Bespak remains heavily ex- 
posed to the vagaries of the large phar- 
maceuticals. A recovery from last 
year's destocking by Glaxo Wellcome 
’and Fisons. which together account for 
more than a third of group sales, was 
the main propellant behind a 52 per 
cent rise in UK profits to £5m. 

Glaxo s recently launched dry pow- 
der Accuhaler. along with new prod- 
ucts from Fisons. should keep 
moving ahead in the short run. while 
there "i> potential to apply inhaler 
technology to other drugs further out. 
But Bespak's management, further 
strengthened yesterday, wili have to 
work hard to diversify the customer 
base to improve the quality of earrings. 
On a prospective p e of 15. assuming 
profits of £$.5ir. this year, the shares 
look fairlv rated. 



BT under fire after an 
expensive line goes dead 


Barely a week in the job and 
Sir Peter Bonfield, the new- 
chief executive brought into 
BT for his technical exper- 
tise. is already facing the 
wrath of the fourth estate. 
Some bright spark cut a 
main cable at London’s 
Mai da Vale exchange on Fri- 
day plunging Loot, the na- 
tional free-to-adverlise 
publication, into a vacuum. 
Despite frantic phone trails 
(from the nearest working 
pay phone) BT was unable to 
restore service for the 25 
hours covering the paper’s 
busiest period. 

“.As socKi as our phones 
started working again the 
switchboard was jammed 
with people wanting to know 
what had happened," said 
Eileen Ford, the editor. 

Demands for compensa- 
tion (for loss of goodwill) - 
including a letter to chair- 
man Sir fain Valiance - have 
so far fallen on deaf ears. 
Now the daily paper, which 
sells 12Q.000 copies a week, 
has resorted to launching full 
scale attacks against BT on 
its from page. ~ 

Today’s front page reads. 
“We apologise if you had dif- 
ficulty’getting through. But 
British Telecom let us down 
badh.“ 

Bt rival Cable & Wireless 
is lapping :t up. ft has taken 
a slot underneath the mes- 
sage to advertise its Mercury 
One 2 One service. 


Even the blizzards of the 
century could not stop Bob 
Farrei: leaving the stricken 
ear. coast of America for his 
annual New Year sermon to 
London iV'pies. The diffi- 
dent ier2:r investment 
adviser a: Merrill Lynch is 
zczzrdti cure status these 
cay?. Ar.dV.Li the Dew 
Jones Ir.cw-ris: A', erase up 
3r re: cent since last January 
this was a/* ay* c ? jtc to be a 
key raL-csrrg.'lr. the event 
:: v.cs standing room only. 
The Butch ers'"Haii tenue 
was rositr. e'o heaving with 
min', a re? rioted fund 



SHeSnaboveT the 

off this mortal coil in a spiral of cocaine s tSm- 
mrn in bis grave. His name is being used MpmMll im- 
age of that other breed which lives life ~ 

mortgage broker. The invitation to the 21st birthday party of 
John CharcoL provider of upmarket loans. watte 
Belushi - he knew how to party. John Chareol - so do we . 
Soon to form part of the broker’s advertising campaign. 


manager forced io sit on the 
floor. 

And what did they learn? 
Mainly that Mr Farrell had 
flown over on Concorde. 
"When people start flying on 
Concorde you know the bull 
market has peaked," ob- 
served the prophet. "Mind 
you." he added dryly. "Con- 
corde might be extravagant 
but the hotel they put me in 
is not" 


City so there is no point in 
retiring.'* Mr Herbert, who - 
has a weekend home in Bath. 
commutes from London’s 
west-end during the week, 
arriving at his desk at 7.00 
am. He lives in a flat in Up- 
per Berkeley Street- a prop- 
erlv that a friend lent bun on 
the understanding that he 
pick up the biHs. "He 
thought 1 would only he 
there for two or three years." 
said Mr Herbert wsterday. 


Jimmy Herbert, the City's 
oldest working broker, today 
reaches the astonishing mile- 
stone of 85 with both his 
marbles and enviable client 
list intact. A slight cold aside, 
the Branston Golhard man is 
in fine fettle and will cele- 
brate the occasion with "old 
mates" at The Fox hostelry, 
also known as “the market.” 
“1 really enjoy mv work, 
warts and’ all." insists the for- 
mer boxer. "It's not the same 
as when it was eyeball to eye- 
bail. of course. But the 
friendship is still there in the 


-That was 20 vears ago." 


What John Major giveth 
j with one hand the Lord 
tsketh away with the other. 
The newly-knighted Sir Stan- 
ley Kalins, chairman of 
Dixons, will unfortunately be 
unable to milk the standing 
ovation that would have un- 
doubtedly have greeted him 
at today's announcement of 
the electrical retailer’s half- 
year figures. 

After a 40 year wait for 
this momenLSir Stanley has 
gone down with flu. 


Rhone-Poulenc 
warns on profits 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 


Rhone-Poulenc. the French 
chemicals and pharmaceuticals 
giant, yesterday sent a shudder 
through the Paris stock market 
after it warned of lower than 
expected profits for this year. 
Shares in the group slid 6.20 
francs to Ff 100.80 following 
the announcement - which 
pinned most of the blame on the 
economic downturn in the 
fourth quarter, the French 
transport strikes and the need 
to contribute to government 
efforts to stem the national 
deficit. 

The company said that the 
£1 .Sbn acquisition of Fisons by 
its US subsidiary, Rhone- 
Poulenc Rorer, would also re- 
sult in exceptional charges, 
although these had been fore- 
seen last year. 

Brokers saw the warning as 
a possible prelude to further bad 
news from France's major com- 
panies in the wake of Ihe recent 
economic squalls. But the main 
CAC-40 index closed little 
changed, ending down just 0-27 
points at 1,916.29. 

Rhone-Poulenc had previ- 
ously forecast a significant rise 
in 1995 results, even talking of 
“double-digit" growth earlier in 
the year. But yesterday it said: 
“Based on the first indications 
of activities in the fourth quar- 
ter. and without taking account 
of possible effects of the Fisons 


integration, the group is now ex- 
pecting lower results than pre- 
viously forecast." 

Besides the downturn in the 
economy from last September, 
the company said that the trans- 
port strike at the end of last year 
and the exceptional contribu- 
tions to the social security 
deficiL had led to the change in 
forecast, h also said it would be 
increasing "slightly" the amount 
of provisions for last year. 

A source close to Rhdoe- 
POulenc said: “The 1995 net 
attributable profit will be at the 
same level as the 1994 profit. 
FfUbn is a maximum.” Even at 
this lower level, the figure will 
be higher than the Ffl.92bn 
struck in 1994. Net profits in- 
creased 71 per cent to Ffl .96bn 
for the first nine months of 1995. 
despite a 1 7 percent fall in the 
third quarter due to higher 
proviso ns and lax charges. 

The company source said 
that the downturn in the econ- 
omy would cost the company 
Ff300m, with the three week 
public sector strike - which 
forced closure of some chemi- 
cals production units in the 
Rhone-Alpes region - adding a 
further FrcOOm. 

Meanwhile, the pharmaceu- 
tical industry is in negotiations 
with the government over a 
Ff2.5bn contribution being 
sought by the government from 
the industry to help cut the so- 
cial security deficit. 
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IN BRIEF 


Tomorrow’s Leisure edges into the black 


Higher gear: Rolls-Royce's biggest increase in sales last year was in the US market 


Photograph: Rex Features 


Rolls-Royce fights back in US 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 



THE OMEGA FROM VAUX HALL 


A strong marketing effort in 
America is beginning to pay off 
for Vickers* luxury car division, 
Rolls-Royce, which saw a 25 per 
cent rise in US sales last vear. 

Although sales are still way 
below pre-recession levels in the 
US, the company believes it has 
regained its place in the world's 
most important car market. 
Vickers shares rose 15p to 272p. 

R-R. long rumoured to be on 
BMW's takeover list, sold 1,556 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars 
world-wide in 1995, up 10 per 
cent on 1994. The biggest rise 
came in the US, where sales 
rose from 335 to 420 vehicles, 
according to figures published 

yesterday. 

R-R has concentrated heav- 
ily on marketing in the US, and 


in the summer introduced a leas- 
ing scheme, which accounted for 
10 percent of sales there. 

A company spokesman, 
Chris Ladley. rejected sugges- 
tions that the scheme would de- 
mean the famous name. "All 
companies are starting leasing 
programmes. It encourages 
potential owners who are hes- 
itating about enjoying the Rolls- 
Royce experience." he said. 

In 1989. R-R sold 1,200 ve- 
hicles in the US, though because 
of the weak dollar it is thought 
many of these cars were des- 
tined for countries in the Pacific 
Rim. The company sold 3.000 
cars world- wide. 

But the American recession, 
and the imposition of a luxury- 
tax, hit sales hard, and R-R sank 
into loss and became a drain on 
Vickers’ resources. 
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These latest figures are evi- 
dence that the car-maker's 
steady climb out of recession is 
continuing. Sales in Japan in 
1995 rose from 116 to 121. and 
in continental Europe from 
216 to 230. In the UK, sales rose 
from 460 to 493, up 7 per cent. 


But in the Middle East sales fell 
from 75 to 71. 

Chris Woodwork, R-R chief 
executive, said: "A 10 per cent 
increase in retail sales world-wide 
means we are out-performing 
the market which shows that the 
strategies we are pursuing, par- 
ticularly in getting closer to our 
customers, are working" 

The company has invested 
more than £75m in product de- 
velopment over the past two 
years. The £215.000 Bentley 
Azure was launched in March, 
and the target production of 1 IS 
vehicles were sold. The car 
sells for double the price of a 
normal Rolls-Royce, and the 
company expects to build more 
than this number in 1996. 

After heavy cost-cutting. 
R-R is back in profit, but Vick- 
ers does not disclose details. 


Universal Salvage shrugs off contract loss 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Edrtor 


Universal Salvage, the recently 
floated dealer in written-off 
motor cars, shrugged off the loss 

of business from AGF, the in- 
surance company, to record a 9 
per cent rise in trading profits 
in its first results since coming 
to the market in September. 

The loss of the AGF contract 
was more than made up for by 
strong underlying growth in 


the number of vehicles Uni- 
versal handled for existing 
clients and the addition of new 
clients. The company came to 
the market in the hope of im- 
proving its credibility with large 
insurance companies. 

Universal buys wrecked cars 
from insurance companies for 
a proportion (between 8 and 25 
percent ) of their value and then 
sells on at auction those that can 
be rescued and breaks up the 
others for spare parts. About 13 


per cent of the LrK's 500,000 
crashed cars pass through the 
company’s books. 

Founded 27 years ago by 
chairman Clifford Bassett, the 
company has prospered in its 
unglambrous but profitable 
niche. Profits soared over the 
past five years from £553, OOU to 
£3.38m, and the trend contin- 
ued in the six months to Octo- 
ber with profits up from £2.0m 
to £2.18ra before the £668.000 
cost of coming to the market. 


A< forecast at the lime of 
flotation, a 1.52p dividend was 
paid out of underlying earnings 
per share of 5.44p (4.94p). TThe 
shares added 2p to 217p. at 
which point they have added a 
third since trading started four 
months ago. The market has 
concentrated on the company's 
strong cash flow rather than ar- 
guably questionable earnings 
quality, which depends to a 
large extent on a small handful 
of insurance companies. 


Last summer's hot weather has dented sales at Tomorrow's Leisure, 
the USM -quoted leisure group. Some of (he group’s indoor at- 
tractions - such as Pleasure Island in Liverpool and Harveys in 
the Metro Centre in Gateshead - were the hardest hiL In the six 
months to October group sales fell from to £4m from last year's 
£4.5 m. However the group reported a profit of £39.000 for the 
period compared with a £400.000 loss last year. 


Crown extends Disney range 


Crown Products, the Aim listed arts crafts and games company, 
has extended its range of Disney licences. It wifi make and dis- 
tribute products based on Disney's latest film Toy Story, recent- 
ly released in the US, and on Hunchback of Notre Dame . an 
animated film due for release this summer. 


Profits slump at VHE 


Profits at VHE Holdings, the Yorkshire civil engineering group, 
fell to £l.lm for the six months to September, compared with 
£2m last year. The company is still in dispute with the Black Coun- 
try Development Corporation over a contract. Sales rose from 
£i3.5m to £17m. 


£3. 5m polythene deal 


British Polythene Industries has paid £3.5ra for Zedcor, an Ox- 
forshire polythene group in a cash and shares dfeal. Zedcor re- 
ported pre-tax profits of £478,000 on sales of £S_5m last year. 


Traffic news goes on-line 


Traffiemaster, the traffic information provider, has announced a 
three-year deal with the RAC to sponsor a Traffiemaster- fTN joint 
venture to provide traffic information to broadcasters. Meanwhile, 
Traffiemaster and Vauxball are joining forces to create a new traf- 
fic information service on the Internet. 


Allen expands tool hire business 


Alien, the building and contracting group, has raised £ 1.33m in 
a placing to pay for the acquisition of eight more depots for its 
tool hire business. The cash raising at 2I4p will pay the bulk of 
a purchase price not exceeding £1.5m for RentalL owner of the 
depots in the Midlands and along the M4 corridor. 


Bluebird cuts 50 jobs 


Bluebird Toys is shedding 50 jobs at Merthyr Tydfil. The com- 
pany makes modelling compounds and toys such as the Folly Racket 
range. When it came to South Wales in’l9S8 the firm was hailed 
as a saviour in an area where the last coal mine was just closing. 
Bluebird intends switching production overseas, leaving about 200 
staff in South Wales, in warehousing and UK distribution. 
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The suspicion that British Gas 
is destined for takeover action 
returned i«j the slock market, 
sending the shares of the un- 
popular gas uiiliiv 3.5p higher 
tu 261p. 

The Gas advance was 
achieved in a twitchy. uncertain 
session, often dominated by 
wild rumours. Like other pow- 
er shares Gas is drawing 
strength from the recent win- 
try weather, which has helped 
lift the shares from the 22h-5p 
low hit last month. 

But the feeling is growing in 
certain quarters that the shares 
are not relying entirely on any 
improvement in trading 
prospects. And Gas’s rela- 
tionship with its regulator re- 
mains sufficiently strained to 

dampen market sentiment. 

The high turnover in Gas 
shares is being cited to support 
the corporate action theory. As 
a major group it features dai- 
ly in the high volume tables. 
But the turnover has. even by 


Gas standards, been lantalis- 
ingly high. For example, Seaq 
put the turnover at 77 tniuiun 
on the last trading day of hist 
year. 

Yesterday only Forte - tn the 
grip of takeover action - was 
more busilv traded than Gas- 
The Forte' turnover was 3ft.S 
million with Gas achieving 
19.3 million. 

British Petroleum is re- 
garded a» the most likely to pul 
Gas out of its misery- Gas has 
a market capitalisation of 
E11.4bn and BP is one of the 
few giants which could afford 
such an adventure. 

BP slipped 3.5p to 546p. still 
within a whisker of its 12 
month high. Shell, another 
seen as a possible candidate, 
also fell 3.5p - to 874p. 

The rest of the market was 
intrigued and weakened by 
rumours of more difficulties for 
the Tories and a disturbing btuz 
that Eurotunnel was about to 
reach the end of the line. 



market report 


DEREK PAIN 


Stock market reporter 
of the year 


In hue trading Eurotunnel's 
shares fell Op to 77p. a new low, 
as rumours swirled it could 
soon bo overwhelmed by its fi- 
nancial problems and the 
shares would be suspended. 

It SCCHW u conference called 

for today in Calais, which is 
likely to have an upbeat trad- 
ing "message, [>rovoked the 
sudden bout of jitters, a reac- 
tion which illustrates how fret- 
ful the market has become over 

Eurotunnel which is working 
on a refinancing. 

On Monday the shares fell 
5p on worries Japanese banks 
would decide not to support 
the restructuring. 

Whitbread fell 17p to 681 p 
on the revised Granada bid for 


Forte. Granada lost 6p to 637p 
and Forte rose 7p to 351p.Thc 
feeling that a Granada victo- 
ry would lead to a swift 
takeover of the Savoy Hotel 
croup pushed its “A” shares 23p 
highe 


ligher to 953p. . . 

Rolls-Royce, which is buying 
a French crane maker for 
£1.7m, held at 195p as 

Malaysian Airlines confirmed 
its was buying Boeing 777 air- 
craft with Rolls engines. 
British Aerospace, the days 
best performing blue chip, 
rose 22p to 824p on growing 
optimism about the Orange 
flotation with the underwriting 
syndicate said to be in place. 
BT. with Societe Generale 
Strauss Turnbull support, rose 


9_Sn to 357p. Belie r-lhan-e* 
pccted car sales from VicteR 
sent the shares pumng 15p 
higher to 272p. 

Cobham. the 

gained 123p to 507ip fcj- 
ltwing Monday’s meeting win 
fund managers and an analysts 

conference. „ _ 

RedlamTs surprise prom 
warning lowered the shares an- 
other 9p to 372p with house- 
builder Barratt Developments 
losing 4p to 257p. 

House or Eraser, the stores 
chain, paxluced the day’s wof- 
it warning, falling 3p to 163p. 

Airtours remained firm on 
tales of a Virgin link, dtmbing 
16p to 406p. 

IlHlsdown gained 5p to 17Bp 
- a two day gnin of 9p - cm per- 
sistent rumours that it has 
some major meat disposals 
planned. 


suspicion friat a bid could ma- 
300o, responded to the success 

ture; HSBC slippy 10 ' . 

suggestions it 

bid for insurance broker Stgi 
Burrfll Jones, up 3p at «p_ 
Oneens Moat Houses, the 
straggling hotel group*, had 


'mm&busysessio^gmmg 

, to I3.75p m perastent 


lUlllwv- 

Henlys. the vehicles group, 
motored ahead 43 jP to 


mOIOrCU B 

54 £ljp. And Monument Oil & 
Gas gained 3 .5p to 61.75p as 


0.75p .. 

little-known FanaiMnian com- 
pany is stake-buildmg, puton 
Up to L24p on talk of corpo- 

rat LadfrrSe fell 4p to 150pa* 
Bass bid speculation faded but 
there is now vague talk that 
Scottish & Newcastle could be 

•TKS 


n SkyePbarma. the reborn 
Black & Edgington, made an 
active dehut on AIM. After 
the financial reshaping the 
croup is now a modest drugs 
operation, which Ian Gowrie- 
SmJth, the deal maker who 
helped create the Medeva 
medical group, hopes to 
transform into a majorm- 
teroational business . The 
shares, suspended for the 
complicated revamp, 

returned at 85p against a 9p 

suspension, with the nil-paid 
rights at 5p and the warrants 
at7p. 


□ IES, due to arrive on 
AIM next month, continues 
to make remarkable head- 
way on Ofex, the fringe mar- 
ket ran by the market maker 

jp Jenkins, with the shares 
of the security systems 

group gaining 40p to a 450p 

peak. IES made profits of 

£ 616,000 last year, up from 
£271,000. 
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Britons upbeat 

Down Under 


Tennis 

ROB DORSET? “ — 

Tun Henman and Greg iw d 
as they advanced to ih c 

round of lhe ftters IntemaiSS 

n f ?l. lhe Auslr “Uan Open 
which starts on Monday. Onh’ 

r^ ed . p L ayei5 " ow «2 

in the meq s draw. 

Henman s unexpectedly easy 
£j.\ 6 ' 2 v .'ctoiy over Mark 
P^SPowsis, ranked 39th in the 
world, was the more notewor- 
thy of the two British success- 
es, especially since his teenage 
opponent has been widely ac- 

“ * c ^ prospecL for 
Australian tennis since Pal 
Cash. Henman, whose world 
ranking of 95 meant that he had 
to play through the qualifying 
tournament in Sydney, was un- 
derstandably upbeat after his 
triumph. 

don't know if I outsmart- 
ed him. but his game can some- 
times become a little 
one-dimensional.” Henman 
said of Phflippoussis. “I think 
that was really the first time I 
played as well as I can play ” 


Henman believed that Philitj- 
Poussls. whose game has been 
Perhaps unfairly criticised for 
oewg based soleh- on power 
may have felt the pressure of 
Australian expectation. 

Meanwhile the Monlrcai- 
bom Rusedski, currently ranked 
join in the world, won a heavy- 
lutung firsi-mund match in two 
tie -orak sets against the No 2 
seed, Richard Krajicek of the 
Netherlands. The Dutchman, 
ranked No 11 in the world, was 
less consistent than the Briton, 
and although he recovered 
Rusedski's break of serve for 
■>-1 in the seventh game of the 
first set. he played a disastrous 

lie-break to fail to an unrecov- 
erable 6-0 deficit, and finally lost 
the match 7-6 (7-4), 7-6 
(8-fi). “The bottom line is that 
I gave him [Rusedski] too many 
free points, and it's tough to wzn 
a match like that,” Krajicek said. 

These two victories provide 
optimism about the season to 
come for British tennis, and 
more immediately about the 
the Australian Open, the first 
Grand Slam of the year. “In the 
last 10 or 15 years we have suf- 
fered," Henman said. “We’ve 
relied only on Jeremy Bates, but 


with Greg and I playing better, 
hopefully we can put British ten- 
nis back on the map." 

Marc Rosser withdrew with 
a broken finger, having 
punched an advertising hoard- 
ing in lost weekend's Hopman 
Cup final but (he top seed. 
Goran Ivanisevic, went through 
with a comfortable 6-3. 6-3 win 
aver Germany’s David Prinosil. 
The sixth seed Jan Siemcrmk 
and the seventh seed Alberto 
Costa were both beaten: by 
Sebastian Lareau, of Canada, 
and Mark Woodforde, of Aus- 
tralia, respectively. The other 
two seeds, Amaud Boetsch of 
France and the Chilean Marce- 
lo Rios, lost on Monday. 

Jn the women’s event, the 
eighth seed, Naoko Sawamat- 
su of Japan, who reached the 
quarter-finals of last year’s Aus- 
tralian Open, held off four 
match points to overcome 
Switzerland's Martina Hingis 
6-4, 2-6, 7-5. while the Belgian 
Dominique Monamf went 
through 7-6, 6-3 over a qualifi- 
er, Veronika Martinek of Ger- 
many. Her reward is a 
second- round match against 
the top seed and three-limes 
champion, Monica Seles. 





Hot streak: Tim Henman breezes to victory over Mark Phifippoiissis yesterday 


Photograph: Megan Lewis/Reuter 


sport 

Australia 
fall to 
Sri Lanka 

Cricket 


Sri Lanka revived their hopes 
of reaching the World Series 
final with a three-wicket victory 
over Australia yesterday. 

The hard-hitting wicket- 
keeper Romesh KaJuwilharana 
justified his promotion to open- 
er with a srintfllaiing 77 from 79 
halls to ease Sri Lanka to a vital 
win with 15 balls to spare. 

In reply to Australia’s 213 for 
5 from 50 overs, Sri Lanka 
scored 214 for 7 in 47 J avers to 
the dismay of a crowd of 60,000 
at the MCG. Rushan Mahanama 
guided his Side to the verge of 
victory with a patient 51. 

Earlier, Ricky Pooling and 
Michael Bevan added 159 runs 
for a record fifth-wicket part- 
nership in the history of limited- 
overs cricket. Ponting made 
123 from 142 balls before being 
run out on the final ball. 

Australia still lead the trian- 
gular competition with eight 
points from six games, two 
clear of West Indies, who have 
played one game more. Sri 
Lanka prop up the table with 
four points from five games but 
can still qualify for the best-of- 
three finals later this month. 

WORLD SBDES CUP (Md»uiM): Australia 
213 far 5 (SO cnws: R Porarog 123. M Bewn 
65no>. Sn l atfa 214 for 7 l *7.3 wet* R 
Kahjwtharana 77 . R Mahanama 51). Sri Lan- 
ka won by three wicket*. 


Man figures high in all-time list 
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Racing 

JOHN COBB 

If ever a horee did not need the 
help of the bandicapper to be 
conferred with greatness then 
it is One Man after chewing up 
the reputations of nearly all his 
serious rivals to the title of best 
chaser in Britain in Saturday's 
King George VI Chase. Nev- 
ertheless. the British Horserac- 
ing Board's faandicapper, 
Christopher Mordaunt, has of- 
ficially confirmed what every fol- 
lower of racing bad assumed 
since Saturday by placing One 
Man at the bead of his ratings. 

The grey, successful in 10 of 


LEICESTER 

ia.45: a. mdefence iw mmm 9 - 2 ; 
2. Around The Oslo 5-2; 3. Forest MH 14- 
L SM ran. evens fav Supreme Garanin fteffl. 
6. asL (Mrs J Pitman, Upper Lamboun). TW* 
£6.90: £2.40. £2.60, £2.90. Dual Forecast 
£0 10 CSF: £17.15. Trer. £22.50. 

UB JLT0NVS GBT U Oetane) 138 IW: 
2. Baroncaffl 25-1' 3. Sommarfm Star 33- 
1. 16 ran. 6, 5. (M Pipe. WtaUngtonl. Tote: 
£2.70; £1.70. £6.40. £8.40. DF: £46.00. 
CSF: £43.44. Tra* not won (pool of £28536 
to a.oo race a WohertiannptDn today). 

1.45: i- DISTANT HOME IS Curanj 20- 
1: 2. lOndaKooia 25-1 3. Hawthorne Gten 
5-1 Ji tor, A. PiUewooa Picker U-2. 20 
rare 51 Ji taw Amaroctani. 9, 13- (A Jones, 
Eastfaury). RrtK £20.40; £3.10. £1350, 
EX 10. £2.00. DF: £12050. CSF: £42529. 
TTOSC £2.63023. Tw £1.467.70 Non F**V 
nera; Desen Presdem & Rafiq. 

115: JL MASTER ORCHESTRA 0 FTH- 
leyj £M few; 2 . COanfiiti Pltouras 10-1; 3. 
Garrison Commander 4-1. 13 rare sht-hd, 
2. (Miss H Knight. Waraa#a). Tote: £2.60: 
£1.50. £1.40. £260. DF: £1Z20- CSF; 
£25.43. Trtcasc £3338. Too: £56.50. NRs: 
Artrah & Minty'S Folly. 

2.45: JL ARCTIC KINSMAN (C Uaw^yrfl 
7-2; Z CafcoeSay lD-li tor, 3. Souttenp- 
toa 14-1. 14 rare 3. 25. (N Twteton-Dmtes. 
CDWienhamj. TW* £530: £130, CI.60, 
£130. DF: £5.10. CSfi £651 Tito: £15.90. 
NR Super Com. 

3.15: 1- COOL CLOWN (D Bnt^eaerJ 5- 
1; Z Storm Drum 12-1; ZGmcft CHd 10- 
L 20 rare 11-4 fav MU I Fly (feO). 8, stt-ftt 
(M Pip*. Weflmgmn!. Tote: £7 JO: £3.40, 
£360. £260. DF: £4030. CSF: £68.75. Tito: 
£99.70. 

Z4& ZCAWARRA BOV (MrE James) 11- 

4 lav; Z Dafly Sport GSri 6-1; 3. fterateteot 
Warner 14-iifi ore 13,2a {C James, New- 
IMJO. Teles £4.90: £Z00. £2.10. £5,7tt DF: 
£1170. CSF. £2043. Incest: £193.16. Tito: 
£5820. IWk CWfl Wind 6 Madam Rose. 
Hacepot £9160. Quadpot £37.00. 

Pteoo tfc £96.46. Place 5: £3330. 

UNGFTELD 

130: ZHARFV PARTNER (MTcMuO 11- 

5 few: Z Copper Bright 7-2; 3. Bouton (Tor 

3 1. G rare IV*. nK. (C Murrey, Newmarto). 
TottK £2.30: £130. £230. DR £460. CSF 
£8.92. 

ZOO: LlAJRA BARLEY (M Babd) 10-11 
foK Z RQMPiandsoos CMns 4-1; 3. Mari- 
no Street 5-1 7 rare lv*. 6. (P Hastem, M*t- 
dietww}. Tote: £2.80; £2.40, £ 170. DF; 
£3 JO. CSF: £5.46. NR Domenes. 

230: 1. R06ELU0N (R OxlranaJ 11-4 
fav; Z Batere Daughter 8-1; 3- Pamoo- 
Doasa 6-1 32 rare Vi. 4. (DAriMShnot Comp- 
tool. Tote: £3J0; £2-00, 1190. £170. DF: 
£9. 70. CSF: £26.01 Trtcasc £117.14. Trto: 
£10430. 

ZOO: 3_ SOmSKH (J Qumj 20-1; Z MH- 
tak 13-2: Z DnflOm 6-3- 34 tare 11-4 tor 
Kenyans. V*. IVs. (B Guttoy, BegHWi)- Rat* 

£18.90; £4.10, £2-90, £7.00. DP. £2720. 
CSF; £146.84. TricasC LUS115. Wt Car- 
runs Marc. Trite £174.50 (pool of £98.32 to 
^ivgffiampton 4,00 today!. 

330: l. CHQV1T (Candy ^ More) 12-: U 2. 
Pageboy 9-2 Jt fair. Z fMw Matfc 9-2 A 
to,. 13 rare 5, 1 (A Moore. Brighton). Ttrie: 
£9.80; £2 60. £3.00. £2.10. DF; £48.10. 
CSF; £67.43. Tncast £268^3- TJw £50.70. 

4.00 : 1 CHWA CASTLE U Fortune] 7-4 
fav; 2- Domoor 7-1 3- Thom teM Bcta t e 
7 - 1 U ran. w. lVc. IPHeSain, MWdeham]. 
Tote £200; £110. £120. H90- DR £&»■ 
CSF: £8.93. T 1 K 8 SU £34.61 
jackpot: not won (pod Of £22914.0,. to 
Rxtey)- 

ptacepofc £107.20. Qusdpot: not wto 
(pod of £104210 Id WdUMtampton today). 
Place ft £37.68. Place ft £23.41 
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CdKtKgee 3Hf 



his 11 completed starts - the ex- 
ception bemg when a well-beat- 
en ninth to Monsieur Le Cure 
in the 1994 Sun Alliance Chase 
- has made a steady rise to the 
top since his first outing over 
fences at Ayr in November 
1993 and on Saturday he 
reached the summit 

*1 have raised One Man to a 
new marie of 179 from 169, to 
make him the best chaser in 
training at the moment," Mor- 
daunt said, 

'‘Monsieur Le Cure ran his 
best race for some time [on Sat- 
urday], if not his best race ever, 
and he has been raised from 160 
to 167. Master Oats definitely 
did not run to his best and he 


remains on a mark of 175. He 
started the season on 180 after 
his Gold Cup win but f decid- 
ed to puli that down 51b after 
his run at Chepstow. 

“I was extremely impressed 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Rocket Run 
(Kelso 3JL5) 

NB: Strong Approach 
(Kelso 2^5} 

by the way One Man did it on 
Saturday. There is no ceiling to 
his form, not one occasion that 
you can point to and say, 'He got 
well stuned there', to hold me 
form down.” 


3-15 Savoy 
3-45 Eurotwist 
215 Siver Sandy 


HYPERION 

245 Desert Brave 
315 Rocket Run 
3.45 Steadfast Efite 


GOING: Causes - GomI u» Soft ( Soft In places); Hardies - Sn(l (Good U> Soft Ln place*). 
■ Undulating course Rnn-tfi of two ftiriongs. 

BCouwJsN of lenm off BC46). ADMISSION; Chib S JO; TaJUT^Ds 57 (OaPsS 4, ar- 
computed under- 1 to Inc). CAfi PABK: Free. 


■ LEADING TBATNEltS WITH BUNNEB& Mre M Bmley — 41 winner* from 128 
ninnm ghts a success fado of 31 -3% and a pro& loail levd stake of 5237; G Mctanta 

— 29 winners 11 6 runners. 25 8%, +-SJ5.PB,- PMomeJii — 19 winners, 1 if> mnners, 
JG.4%. +SI6.78; M Hammond — 16 wfanoa, 84 runners. 17.WI, -£T] .80. 
■LEADING JOCKEYS: P Niven — 48 winners, 1 27 rides, 37-8*. +S27.0S; B Suwry 

— 25 winners. ISO rides, IB.7H, -445.64; A Dobbta — 23 winners, 107 ridot,2J3Ni. 
+£38.11; M Moloaey — 14 winners, 63 nries. 22.3H, -4S JlO. 

WINNERS IS TBS LAST SEVEN DATS: Nont*. 

LONG-DOrEANCX KDNNEB8: QafctMtam*# flJ6;i has been wni 175 ndles 1® WA Beihdl 
from Arnold. KUmberddc. 

FTTkI bet WITH THE TOTE NOVICE CHASE (QUALIFIER) (CLASS 
D) £5^00 added 3m If Penalty Value £3£84 

1 1JW1.-U SEVWTOIABB TO (D| (Me E A Munsyl Ms M Reefcy 7 1110 PMwo 

2 424+FO O0N0WCR®:(4a)(a9iMtsLMsrtfB0M>SLMaclB8aD110 MrKVMetae 

3 52236-6 WABBUff SXRBET (43) (Gnen For lurtj W temp 7 ifi lfl Afttobfa 

4 P12JF-F DORLMOtSnEfW(MsOC&e«JLlLrt(p5UJUJ T Nseri 

|5 RB343 1 - 60 SSUf B23(Fe«io9a(*Un»flffl BEteunlDlOM MRet» 

6 60RO KUUD RNSi (44) (tacte0nsTnaw)CfW«8J0l0 OWw 

7 1250-32 NT MOOSE (485 (W) (US L B J J ONeB 3 10 10 M Dfl«r 

5 OOP- JUST TME JOB (396) (Mfcn »i Und Pntnssrtp S)| M hammonfl 8 10 10 JA C Bm**r 

9 UXWP UlTOIsgmHEfeOJOteTDCnjq'TIXnBlOU BSamjr 

10 163242- MUOR BSLL (249) SanTMMMana^ AVMtansBlO 10 UHokmey 

11 63&PP6- fWX7rM08RtSSEr(S4IJ(MKf*^Ra5alJ«S*a«PJ020 BHrOag 

12 WF/32- ICT«rUSHr|432)IBSFa®Mi3Sanm71D10 UrPMomy 

U /3XZ&T SAVttfffOQ PohatO0tn)5Briam5 91OHL— PQntaiy 

14 21312-2 QUETMBIHESS M3) (R AflWwO WBflltifil 6 IPS ASSotth 

15 SABARO BBiE (2D (A M Cn»4 A Ciw 10 10 5 PWeflPtt 

IB 40-P033 SEEJONB 60U) (44) (G*» J &h*j- 7 ID 5 ATboRftM 

-IfidecMnd- 

BETTMO: 6-4 Sum Tbmrn, Z1 Stmn, 92 tiy Harare, (M. ItorflB CmOs, 7-1 to/or Baft 14-1 Qnf- 


FDRM GUIDE 

Mary Reveley had Sewn Towers in handcap (3J5I on ThS cad but sue roles upon 
Son Of bte lor that It is easy to hnodt Sewm Tcwws ate a rMaoiis s»t id his cnasinft 
career and a stone penalty wil put oft many. Bid he a unbeaten at the game aid wffl 
roHsh Bwstwnuw test SvuSgB ne may hew done at Newcasite bui he sue mana^d B> 
overhaul the usefid McQraaWme Hurd and hfe sryte was amriar at ChaBEnian where he 
came ftnm eey back to Met Mobile Messenger. Improvement M the fenang deparzmenr 
is needed but bta staying abfltty wfl ah«ys mate ten hard to bear. But the «ngm 
<»ncession does IVT HOUSE tfia chance of Jwadng Seven Towws and he at last has 
hte ground. Afl he Dm turtle wins were saned ewer a tnp wtfi ag In the ®oimd ym tes 
two chasing attempts, the West m encouraging second to Insh Gent A Hexham, have 
been on a taster surface. Lack of recent action may find out Savoy, though tws wrung 
hurdler rws always tooHed the type id do better n dies chasing game. Dorfn Castle 
made hts chasing deeut m a hsnrfitap at Henham seven weeks ago when ne fan et the 
ninth when dSpuwig die lead. Another winning saying hurdler. Dorte (faerie wtt come 
mto his own orar Ws stamina fast to the mud. Them must be doubts about seKng 
hurdler Quiet MHius despite a ptoastog run apmst Ue Detector at Newcastle, but 
Major Befl has to be consWemdon (os chastog debut. He had a toper hutoss rating 
than fay House and showed he stays when beafan a length tty wnat A Question n a 
tot£i face w Aintree last Apni. However, he « m the same boat as Saw* bemg wfihout a 
raeaffl nix SoNi o tln i r IW HOUSE 

lOe l BROUGHTON BEST CLAIMING HURDLE (CLASS F) £2^50 
added 2tn 3JJJvtfs Penalty Vakie £2,227 

1 222015- MASON AffipCJ (GOJ (tea) Mashers IftrileaEMaPMlWMi 8 12 0 __AIM*to 

2 tjS-sa s Porta (7) 

3 ISBAN DANQHS [USA) (57) [W (toBk) McDAodi] B Been 7 12 0 Btetttgffl 

5 0PQ2P-6 KRSHN80SCH t®t) [>*sSJ Uatshews) LUres911 8 lfanSte(7) 

6 2-121A »RDB«08Pft(T«ID®*D(t^AWto5U8 ; 

t 0 SBMnKW«^W»ssUPeaBi0te*i-Fw8n5il3 IfcMfdawt 

8 00 VWTMETAmH8S«(2S)(M!9UndaCVer)TCve ( 4U2 m -IWfljr 

g sFP »p(refSBWBP^(ftp4teD^Ha»cAan^MeBTD|pr4l03-Jllc| a iOT 

lfl 60 fiSJOW (53)(W7Kaimp( Wflernp4 J03 — SfasDougsa 

-10 declared - . , 

BETTWa M toagx kjt.i<LlkOt!*m, MMM^lteiMLmKWWteatr, 

(M« Oancfaft 14^ otters 

FORM GUIDE 


taten to notch ns trtrd win on the cousa. He lacks a run ttvs term ^ 

haarr m see Off teoei Mng and Master Of Troy a Ayr a y^r agb - The ottere ahoeddn T 
*S, 0* 1**. them 

MchaBl Ball on thB Flab mrtit impro* on fas two hurtle starts against heart ncnfcea. 

«« on fast pouitfto ^ bfag 

cheap* at IM Doncastw OctObaf Sates and shwed rwfang at Haydodk tfra w«ls 

ago. Selection: AflHaQN AYR 

f3*jrEl WHJRED & FWWOA CR/0MWHJ M0TOR1AL HANDICAP 
[2-XoJ chase (CLASS E) £5^000 2m If Penalty Vtfue £3^71 

1 045-112 SfflOWtfPRWCHpSIPnflteRC^JOsriliinlllllll BS ^ 

2 3U4«tt SW^»^mnins«7«^^Sa(a<9^11U9 

3 Smi-5 

4 152312 HASH0FREAWP6TOIA^«^?«^U)119 ADctth 

5 ^4121 JtBWALHBD (28) (IAslE 7 1011 

6 24-13W BRWffS OBJgff m (ACariC M Mb « P 5 BRarttagfi? 

BEnwa: 2-1 tefcte FWd. M S* r**at»um.8-tsm* 

" WA4 we-'— 1- ItefiriM 


Mordaunt's counterpart at 
Tnucform, their senior jumps 
handicapper Simon Rowlands, 
was equally impressed. **I have 
rated One Man at 183 with a 
small “p” denoting the proba- 
bility of further improvement," 
he said. “He beat what we all 
know was a strong field with 
great authority. A couple of 
horses ran below form and 
Coulton almost certainly didn’t 
stay, but horses like Val 
D'Alene and Young Hustler ran 
well enough to suggest that the 
form is solid enough. 

“That performance puts him 
up with the best horses of recent 
yeais. Since the first Chasers 
And Hurdlers annual was pub- 


lished in 1976, only Desert Or- 
chid and Burrough Hill Lad 
have had higher annual ratings." 

Richard Dun woody, whose 
confidence in One Man al- 
lowed him a long look back as 
his rivals struggled on the home 
turn, has been snapped up by Si- 
mon Dow to try and secure an- 
other big prize on Chiefs Song 
in the Ladbroke Hurdle at 
Leopardstown on Saturday. 

The Ulsterman had several 
offers in the race, but yesterday 
told Dow he was available. 
“You wouldn’t want anyone 
else if yon could pick them," the 
Epsom trainer said. 

■ Ibday’s Plumpton card is 
cancelled due to waterlogging. 


FORM GUIDE 

A few rts anO Cuts here so JUDICIAL HELD gets the tore with hto hurtSee pace snfl in 
ewhJenoe. Sandwiched between fast-ground urine n Notrirwum and Catterk* he 
manased to hasp tans on the useful Oats Of Ntnetyom over three dries at Ludlow. He 
has the 5temma s wto this and his useful winning hunfes toon in Ireland was shoum In 
the mud. Strang Approach heads the weights alter mo wms at Carfrte m November 
but could Just be beatable on the softer gound. Sapor Sandy Is the cm far the farm 
nauereal. This mare loves the mud, improved id natch 3 hat-trick tan backend (a* at 
Henham) and vtl be soonfjer today after her needed an behind Strong Approach to 
November. Super Sandy gea only a poirod pull mil mb is more her tyotrod and she w« 
also gel stronger handung today. Briar" a Dcflght is not totally out of it. He's a bit of a 
guess on the grand but n was heavy whan he stayed on 20 lengths behind Super Sandy 
last March and this 23fa pud otters hm soma hope- Flash Of fteabn, beaten 13 lengths 
by Strong Approach In Nowember, gets a lOto pun out he has done the vast majority of 
his winning on a taster surface. Soroka Mo has atso shown a preference far faster 
evunn but ne beat Flash Of Roam 10 lengths at Serigefetd last time and is In a weeMsh 
affair off the 61b hifrer mark. So le ct fa n : JUDICIAL FIELD 

friTel 00H AAH DAILY STAR ‘NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE 
r 1 *?! (CLASS D) £4j000 added 2m llflyds Penalty Value £2318 

1 0-1 mumMCKEF(44)(CD>ntotet0glai)FMiipfy6U12 PCartany 

2 03 DAHKBUW(#7)lHJCt»pt»)flUao^pn 7115 BfaeO) 

3 0002 DesHtT BRAVE (27} WUrael Jadson BKWbmi Mrs S Smdh 6 11 5 — Rfctedltoest 

4 OOOW? WCTU«{2ajir«wfyHartfall*sSaafjwne6U5 UHJor 

5 056 NBWY H001EI (5) RteTEhssrn) P 7 LI 5 8tfaM(71 

6 4 MQHUIfl) WAV PS] llOOudon] MTofaWS J15 HOmllfy 

7 HDBWOUDOWfl (Mis G Hfwley) M Bsmes 6 11 5 PttegB« 

9 004 MiMlveBeuu.p2)tEVfa«uClfatar5U5 B Storey 

9 0 RBBMIEjgVK(im<Tte»t<atetoRCUra6U5~— P 

10 060 SMGMG SAW (51 Vfanbon Hour Lnrad) F Monger 6 11 5 JtSuppfe 


JJ 00 SM«Byai(4»JMJfteOTCriGHoiafa51I5 ADaUte 

12 SOISSRTM (Mis (fai Aimndet) J Bactajr ^ 11 5 ATtertWi 

13 OOO- MAINOOrpgajiMaHuMiFtaswJWtene IU5 BfbntfagOj 

U 0- TURKISH TOWER P84) (G H S fanrO R Noon 5 11 5 NBanOef 

15 RMBAW (JAM ObW) J Oter 7 110 6 Mternra (7) 

16 040400 MEAOOWlECK(49J (WGYangMVytung 7110 RtertbyP) 

17 POUy STAR OWFariey) LLurgj B UO 7 Reed 

18 4UWPQ. SMLAD7 (224) (/ W IWsnnJ J Charton 8 11 0 JCrifegtaB® 

-lOdecfarad— 

BEITKG! 2-1 Caionef hi Ctdrt, 7-3 Desert Oram, (W JOufay Genteel, B-l SHw» Bfrar, lA-t Ken* 
n HnM, IB-1 IfleWaod Way , 20-1 otters 

FORM GUIDE 

umbered with a penalty. COLONEL M CHIEF is faced by 17 mats, but silt holtts the 
bump cart. He was put fa the lastly Wash MH1 over the course and distance sa weeks 
affs, but hu% on to wm and that was a g»d perfarmanca on only his second ouDftg 
wefcn M«l was a usaW Fiat handrcapper at Ws best, so it a ham to imagine maity of 
these pure Jumprog types having the necessaty pace to live with Qotonei to Chief. But one 
who rntau is the CaHn Parter-irained Jaunty General, a 12-lengm forth to Mack The 
Knife at Haydock a month ago. He seems to do gang the ng>* way and second and thW 
at Hsydock were the seasoned performers Master Beveled and Floating Line, so B Jaunty 
General was not tattered by chasing them home, he has a chance. Desert Brave 
snaoes as if wanting more emphasis on stamina, but te SouttweA second to WaUorg 
Ta» (2 3/2mi was reasonable and he could creep into me frame. HtgWaad Way has 
shown some ability m Wsh potot-w-pomts ana imffn easily step up on hB Seo^fwW 
fourth to Mailed m due coase. but does ne have uw pace to Im with Colonel in Chief? 
Selection: COLONEL IN CHIEF 

rapre i PW DE CLERMONT HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) (Scott- 
L~gJ Br^gS Memorial Tfopfty) £5^KJ0 ^ti IS Portatty Value £3^01 

1 214-134 BMEMU)STDIBI(491Q(BQnPFncii)PMcinMh912D GCaM(l) 

2 F13F2-Q SON OF WS J4B) (CD) WKa SlMms tal) No M fte«fey 8 11 11 Plfaw 

3 14-123P AWAC2«(OJflirtC8«rxWG!afasrosFlJ20 AM«b 

4 2PfmJ>- ASBKMHBV CHS (326)(D| dan Datoson) J h Johnson U 11 10 — MrCBaniwr(3] 

5 UA1A 4 - BABNEyBUBB^p8lJ(D|(DWWrtenalOWhfenstlll5 fitter** (SJ 

6 13-1ACB K1XOU3AH (5) (CD) U D GoxAefcxI ^ J Goodfe*M 9 11 4 RUndGUMt 

7 41Fm STOPtWHMlLSt (4} (R Bu^n) FUspfty 7 11 2 FCrtieny 

8 F21422- SOIDEN FTDDIE (258) (W Smart VtHsonl J Ober 8 U 2 BStaey 

S PW2U ROOfflr RUN (37) (CD) (Pefa J S ftase# Mte L Vftssrt 8 ID 12 A Thornton 

10 P5B64F WC0lieuJSI«(QlMisSAaan«nMBSBontal91011 fa RAW* (5) , 

11 PUP-BCC WW MHSIREL (21) (C) (Raymond Ardeson GwiiJ C Parier 111D4 D Partwrpl 

12 1F3C56 SUAWGER|21)(D)AhsTOCOurt)7Dtel0104 TSaod 

-12dedartd- 

BETTTN8: 7-2 EneraU Sfaiw, 4-1 Redaet ten. 5-1 Soa Of Ms, G-l Stop Ttw Water, 8-1 fapy Mh- i 
rirri, (tMa, ID-1 Afaeroeadiy CbM. ( 

fULCOLOAN is the epitome of con&siancy if >Oti /» tW Over Ihs Natfflnaf fences at 
Anrse In Noromber «*wn he was tailed off from the 10th. This course suhs him ainffn 
(two tsEvtoufi course and dsance wtnsj and he Is oaa on tratfa juc^d on his Niwcasde 
second to Fhaeiffi BuBda last week, it's possfefe that tefe second mn in five days comes 
plenty quck eroigi after a near twtHnonth layoff Deviously, blit he has been so 
conslsam that he is enHted to the benefit of ins doubt He just about holds Barney 
Rabble on Carlisle (3m, srttj form last January end ttwgi he lacked the pace over a 
shorter mp to beet Emerald Storm here fast October, ha is Sb better in far 14 fengftz 
Rod** Ren, a prolfic winning pott-to-porter. is fern Bar wtm these fences after mo 
previous tows here and a potentially wefi hanttcapped despite fas proCtmstmae wins 
hers and at Mussefaugh. He a very much the one to be feared am though NfaA Is a 
decera type Beefy id be suited by me drop back in trip after tackkng (our mites -plus at 
Bangs’ and Son of tris. decent when he on fas fern, will be better far fas 
reappearance at Newcastle. Sel e ct io n; KJICOLGAN 

roACl M1DDLEMAS TAVERN CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £3£D0 2m 2f Penalty Value £2/902 

1 023542- ONMUW|^(C}lJMftwMrJEw91113-. D Patter 

2 rmn HffiaHCEWtepSfarifcnanRsaitOt^ ^BHstteg 

3 ASSfif CAUSnfaf ^35] |C0)lfinscfineHeMrRRLamb)Dlanib611 7-~.AIbnma(5) 


4 COW3-3 SC^C3JffiwGc«*ri;jWJeft?OT31D5 . 


„iinwton(^ 

5 1-PP CWBHTSSWAP^(Mn:lCuTanlLtung3 6103 Fltentt 

6 00-2152 STEADFAST EUTF CSB) (HF) U Da)TOn] J 1 OTM 5 10 1 ^ffecha 

7 26-3551 UttCO WGWFB0{USAf(2q IS SsKiTnierGlPO™ BCabi 

-7dadved- 

AWnum watfic JOB Dusnaiflfcap He^it AtoUM«glMfa9Etl3». 

SETTWO: 11-4 Unco MagnMa^ZlftactotaHBn, 7-2 ScetdvMStoiuBaelEKc, 8-1 CoqnilJhW, 
12-1 CaDeooy, lA-lothere 

FONKGUDE 

TWs mj^tt not tfe CoquI Lane’s daty with The (Usance probably too short, but keep an 
eye on this nsfa-joar^d who £ begmning to look «e* handkapped. Pledgee Run « 
not at teat two mA&aeti compered to hs chase ratine and -Swto seems d/ffinit to wn 
with after a brace of wins In the 1993-94 campaign. We may not hwe wen the best of 
Ctmmm/i Sega when he was wiled up Mend Marco MsgnHco at Carifsfe 25 days 
a», ten both of Those, plus Steadfast Ett*. look vulnerable on the stovrer surface, tt 
really s wide open art calihtnw, nmng far the feat lime in an ap. is worth a smae 
interest Hfc farm fwa seasons ago included a second of 13 to Suney Danoer rwe as 
well as B couree whi from 18 nowe rwals. Seteetion: CALlXHNOT 


Senor El Betrutti calls for a 
large portion of objectivity 


Boil up a fixation with big- 
name trainers , add some cold- 
shoulder for a little-known yard, 
stir in a dash of male chau- 
vimisrn, and we have the basic 
ingredient for Senor El Be- 
trutti’s recent 66-1 win at AscoL 

Had the names of “M Pipe” 
or “D Nicholson” appeared 
alongside the grey's place on the 
race card, the odds could have 
been in single figures. But the 
trainer’s name is Mrs S Nock. 

It was enough to induce stu- 
por in the betting ring at Ascot 
on 16 December and Senor El 
Betrutti, the rank outsider in a 
field of eight, made all the run- * 
rung to beat the Martin Pipe- 
trained 7-2 joint-favourite Cha- 
llenger Du Luc by six lengths. 

Tomorrow the novice steeple- 
chaser is due to run at Wether- 


Chris Corrigan on 

a cautionary tale 
for punters who 
follow fashion 

by. enabling punters to display 
overdue objectivity towards the 
skills of Susan Nock. 

"The odds were ridiculous'’, 
is her reaction. “The win wasn’t 
out of the blue. People had only 
to look at his form - a year ear- 
lier he had won by eight lengths 
over hurdles at Windsor.” 

A number of race-watchers 
remarked how impressive he 
was in that well-contested race. 
At that time, though, Senor El 
Betrutti was being trained at the 
fashionable yard of Charlie 
Brooks. Since then, the grey has 


Muck not lucky for Jodami 


Jodami. one of the few horses 
other than One Man whose rep- 
utation was enhanced by Sat- 
urday’s King George VI Chase 
success by the grey, will miss the 
Monkton Handicap Chase at 
Wetherby tomorrow after suf- 
fering a minor setback. 

“People seem to have for- 
gotten that Jodami was giving 
161b when he was beaten by One 


Man at Ayr in November," Pe- 
ter Beaumont, Jodami ’s train- 
er, said. “In the light of what’s 
happened since that was a great 
performance, but he’s got a bit 
of muck in his throat and he's 
just isn’t quite right at present" 
The 1993 Gold Cup winner 
has been on the sidelines since 
a narrow and unimpressive vic- 
tory at Kelso in November. 


joined the Nock's family oper- 
ation just outside Stow-on-the- 
Wold. 

The horse has been owned 
thoughout by Susan ’s husband, 
Gerard Last year , after con- 
siderable success with point- to- 
pointers, his wife turned to a 
bigger league, so the grey “came 
home”, along with three others, 
including Cool Runner, for- 
merly trained by David Nichol- 
son. Cool Runner won for his 
new yard at Worcester in No- 
vember - at odds of 16-1. 

Senor El Betrutti disap- 
pointed in several races prior to 
his Ascot win, but that was be- 
caioe of soft going he hates. His 
appearance tomorrow in the 
£20,000 Towton Novice Chase 
at Wetherby depends on the 
ground there, yesterday de- 
scribed as good to soft 

'Til be talking to Graham 
Bradley [the horse’s regular 
partner] before deciding to run 
or not” Susan Nock said yes- 
terday. “It would be his first 
time over three miles, he’s got 
an 81b penalty and he’s best on 
good ground, so we have to 
think about it.” 

The Nocks had £10 eacb-way 
at 66-1 at AscoL Wherever 
Senor El Betrutti runs next such 
misguided generosity is unlike- 
ly to be found again. 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

HYPERION 

UOO Sarasi i30 Note Of Caution (nb> 200 Brook- 
head Lady 2-30 Lear Dancer 3j00 SECOND 
COLOURS (nap) 3 j 30 Easttejgh 400 Featherstane 
Lane 

GOING: SuuvitnL STALLS: 71 & Hob! -outside; rest- tasfcfe. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Hlph from 6f to Imlt 

■ Flbresand, luft-hand, oval cause. 

■ Course is north of town on A449. ADMISSION: Entrance SB; 
adtfiuciral £10 tar enrance w Viewing Besumni; addtttom! £15.90 
Tor meal. CAB PABK: free. 


I r ~*' I AD races 

BUNKERED FOSTHKB: Sir lteterfl.00); Bex HHI friwred, 
1 .00); Hand Of Straw (v teored. 3 -30]. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAPS: Cawekj Chappy (400.1. 
Lear Dancer f 230) & Maple Bay [IDO) afl won Twe cm Weriura- 
*tf, KMabo Waltter C3.00] won *t So«)n»*H cm Friday: Wiuliim* 

II .001 m ai SomhneD on Mcmfety. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Seated CoJaxrt (ZOOT tun been 
seat 1 70 raft?s by Mrs M Sevefcy from Owi«nd; fn^j J*re- 

rahgE (3.no~i & Mi— Z nwrt bar (3Jtf) sent 1 46 rales by B Fbbty from 
Brartry, Wonli rpitehfte. 

fTTSYl BASE. SELLING STAKES (CLASS E) (DTV 

LT-jyrJ I) £AOOO added lm 100yds 

1 aaflK- (anN«H7{2SI(fl(teNUineefe)S95 

T Q HcLa^jla 12 

2 330421 IMPt£BMr(7mABrtty795 P RObarts {TJ 3 

3 40601-3 8MUSI (E) (Q (BIT M Cxracto 4 9 5 LChmock4 

4 5216- DMffdNt (33) (C) P Bav 4 9 0 SSndmU 

5 604033- DesaVINMepfefqB9DCtB|inan590J^C*M2 

6 050604- MEAM CAKBER p9) (Q RPEODocfc89 0_PMeCafaa(3)8 

7 000400- UVETO0JttTP^MJri»B9£n4P0 (WuwrS 

8 WOOOO- N08D US (44) B Lievtfan 5 9 0 .TVOteMl 

9 2UCM44- NWn«WfiRa , (22tJ8aty4 90 PFtecey(S)7 

10 P0000- SKR0(rr(l2)DMcftn4 90 MMmlS 

11 04034 1 WUMltsr p) (D| D factafe 5 8 0 HKa«M>5 

12 600009 BEXWl^(QDitartnJonre489 AMaotatye 

13 036000- SCOTTISH PARK (184) (C0| j L Harw 7 8 9..D WlVJft [31 11 

-Mifelwd- 

BETTno: 92 Hapie Bay, 5-lCertata Nay, Desert hnifer, 6-1 Nartaast, 
SaraL 7-1 Urn PWjoct, W Drean Cantor, 10-1 often 

rfqnl MMUNA MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 

£5450 added 3Y0 7f 

1 BUMI9N000HAU.RH(ffeEftead90 MW&ws 

2 64- MMB (Ufa T 0 Banon 9 0 JFtitane3 

3 8 5WWWf32)NS«f»90 SDfetoeS 

4 0- THHIORnSKimW{7faBPraeca9!5 AAdWSB 

5 68- YHIMWf 0UVEK(29) 5 McMahon 90 6tetv2 

6 COAOHJA Si UaH Prescott 69 C Matter U 

7 C0#BDSSBlSWjnDsH9_— W Woo* 11 

| 8 MGtUfi)5nM8UcMahcnB9 — Fi**ft(7J4 

9 5- WN8D0M PHWCE5S (47) M CaraHu 8 9 — LChnKKkB 

10 3- M0TE0FC«nl(WC2^ LaflHrane«n89 — JWsmr7 

< U 0- RfflWt (44) A Baiey 8 9 DW&ttfal 

-llitatarod- 

BETTWE 84 Mote Of Caotfee, W «ah, « C na ch ri la 7-1 Colatota- 
cr, 12-1 fltpptOriDOd HbQ, Kyiaad Ftotn, 25-1 Sdpue. 50-1 otiws 

[onhl bailey CLAMING STAKES (CLASS F) 
fLA/UM added 6f 

1 202146- JIBSAWBflV{S9)|BQPMuip(y7912 StlRMe(3)8 

2 115560- 50CEOFIWOBIlY{lGaOTOffcWlEr9lO 

— Me* bon 11 

3 ooswo sauara(2fa(C)P)JLHaiK89i0 — iwmnwu 

4 O0Q6 HAN OF MAT (7) N IjCnodon 4 9 S IGHUefaNbU 

5 OOO- SCBOOfS3)RPWatt79B .VSWtetyS 

6 353660- BESIKHff SKfST(I23(D)PBore,596 J Fortmo 3 

7 566000- aOLD«SrOC}Wp3)WSHi*i!rt^596 ^(^(7)9 

8 044000- mwSENUUaODfanABaisj^^ 

9 000400- SfflflTHJGftrfifi3J DMofen495 rWBams? 

10 003000- TtABHMS SABBE (2fa J Betty 4 9 4 .pRB(wts(7)l 

11 412000- BftOOKHEAD IADY (33) (DJ P Eere 5 2 13 3 ScaQv* 4 

12 OOOCOO- GtiO«S8eomr{152)Bfte«B58U MMhb2 

13 222SW IB)JlCUSt£(7) JBeity387 PRwe»(5)8 

- 13 dedarad- 

BEJTWC: 114 Bad Acofcto, 3-1 Sir Tariw; 7-2 Bed ffept 4-1 
Jgta* Boy, 5-1 Setae Of Priartj,lD-l Pranks Ftdfifod, 25-1 often 


foqnl JHHCHO HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,450 
added Im0fl6e>ds 

1 16034-1 TEAR DANCat (7] (CD) F Mricrai 5 9 12 (4ad AOeA9 

2 00002-3 SHWflVR(7) EQ R rtflretttaJS 9 10 RC0Ctom6 

3 610000- miGKUEW(2fa|QDlJBMfen49Z rfflten 1 

4 023004- BOLD HBCT (203) E ABfctl 8 8 5 Cfea*n(5)U 

5 150000- HBSiMW£WWB(47)mCSmth8B5 NBaH0)7 

6 000624) HQGHTH OF FAME (5) A J Wtecn 584 £ Banted 5 

7 5)0033- TMOtHBt (106) B Reece 5 7 12 N Matos 3 

B 265430- SW0nMNE(U9)fCfaJLftints7 710 0 Erie* (3) 8 

9 (KOOD60- 60UNElE«)Bttl25) PMWty47 10 N Vafey O] 1 

10 IDOOOBI BUWMpS9NBafch^)6 710 IQateeiZ 

- 10 (teetered - 

HMr*rum adffit: 7a 10K- True ttmOo^iueiffitSmnlidng 7a ab.lkn*m 
leader 7a 4Si. Badnri 7st 3fc 

BETTMB: fr4UarO*cte, Mterraor, 11 M featere LMk, 

12-1 Met J tefayf nnl, Katgflh Of Farae, ftronfttog, 14-1 ottim 

lo/wvIJAFTA HANDICAP (CLASS C) £8J200 
added lm If 79yds 

1 143501/- Wife ANDIE (489) PEvare 5 100 S Sandies 2 

2 060000- SOUTH EASTERN fRED 071 fiO) H CofingtCe 5 9 13 

H RbBBBT 6 

3 100012- SWEET 5UFP0SM 06) (CD) C Da)Kf 5 9 UJt Aritoy (7) 8 

4 64034-1 MMDWWU2BI(faDMcMs 499(5o) 

— — — — — —..Mia Creates 11 

5 000345- K0a®£7EV£W(CS!(lfl3) (EjAaafcy 4 98 

DMI0d(falO 

6 204000- CHFTTEUJCW(203) (faMSsSHfif 79 7 (Siacfc(3f4 

7 111632- 5ECOIO COLOURS 5?8) (Q (D) Un M RstWEy 6 9 5 

ROadnae? 

8 040005- BStNMO SBtSI 07) CBrtm 494 JWmwt12 

9 344111- EASY CHOKE (27) P Mnriei 492 LCM3 

10 542621- MCEI’S WD (203) 09) P Marion 4 9 Q lfcrtu»13 

11 31643-2 HBH PRBBUM (7) R Fah^B8 13 4Qdha»l 

12 405006- KHTtiVN (46] (Cfa C Ehey 6 B 11 CfMtarS 

13 20000-5 ARABOVRU. (5)(D) R SunsKUi 5 7 11 GBanMB 

- 13 riodned - 

BEntLG: 4-1 Mgtfs Lad, 9-2 Ea^ Ctwke, 7-1 M£h Preadren. RaedKi 
Wrtrer.B-1 Second Cotows, &-1 Hake A Nctu, ID-1 otben 

fTqnl BASIL SELUMG STAKES (CLASS E) pIV 
l^x_i B) £4j000 added Lm 100 yds 

1 OUOOO- DN4C£0NSin>aiCEnBniPIJIfen)Cfc8 90XMter7 | 

2 080460 E4SHSGHI9 (faRHOfinshaail 790 ,Thns5 

3 40500-3 FKZRRStoipson 690 fi Banted 3 I 

4 643000- WW0FSIRW(9B»PMutpfiy490 SBame(3l2 , 

5 621051- UTT1E SCARLETT (2fa (CD) P Motet 4 9 0 N(teflste4 I 

6 400C03 NO SUBMISSION (E) (CD) D Doomed 10 9 0 — | 

PFttteiqU 1 

7 000030- PEACEFUL REPUT (W|F Lee 690 Btopptae 

B 58)405- H64UEtWfeSI(2faroN£eto8rB9D KNboB 

9 23S34A- ™^EXAIIPt£(326}BCamWp590 NMteStt 

10 13QOOO- VOCAL COMUNO fffa (C] WHfeJi 4 9 O^Jtefefi&ua 10 

11 060X6- WNCEOFXfffUfe JC8T489 ^UuitiU 

12 344330- MSS2AN2BAR(13fa(0)RFaiie)f489 ACutoMl 

a 350000 0ffIHEARfffa(a»SUtw^58 9 TMUantB 

_ ill 1 j ju i^ _ 

BEITOE 62 No Sntenteripo, MUttfeSuteti, S-lSaMgi, IfiBZBnt- 
a*r, 7-1 ftm, 8-1 Hand rf Slow, 12-ltai«y Erampte, 16-1 uttert 

\ A ~ n r\] LADBROKE SERES HANDICAP (QUAU- 
Lz^rJ HER) (CLASS D) £5^50 added Sf 

1 040046- WO SAYP77 (03? J) E»*5 10 O^sla CaBcws (7; 6 

2 066303- SHADOW JURIM (Q DOapmsiOfl 13__lCteHBd(4 

3 21320-2 CHAWEU.HAU.(7] (OHS 0041*659 6 _CT*afiae{5J 11 

4 000000- TEN0H(9faB8Dttocfc595. J AtefemesU 

5 002203 ramraSTTMUUemm WfaLSOtJal 59: 

I Water 10 

6 36B4frO MA8£ARETB0SEANHA(7] Eton49l iForttmO 

T 130004J DBR0BH)(CD) Dityin W*s5S10 AltodGtyU 

8 WV3-1 CHEaffttiUW (7) (COJ DO^mar: 589 (7ert — 

PFaaaiy©! 

9 010620 SAOWUUJ (B8j (D) Pbwa 386 S£atfn3 

10 S300D1- BAUNmMBlp99(Ct]|FUe484 flatter 2 

n 401044- ANYTIME BAB7 (35) (D) P DeMin 4 S 3 JFEfln5 
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Jones only 
has eyes 
for Benn 


Ken Jones on the IBF super-featherweight 
champion, considered by many to be the 
best fighter pound-for-pound in the world, 
who is considering a career in basketball 


The slungball swings before a boxer 
in erratic arcs, simulating a moving 
target. On television last week, timed 
electronically. Roy Jones Jnr, who 
holds the International Boxing Fed- 
eration super-middleweight champi- 
onship. connected at the astonishing 
rate of six punches per second. 

Blurring, co ming-fro m -eve jywfiere 
hand speed is just one of the reasons 
why Jones is considered to be the 
most accomplished fighter, pound- 
for-pound. at present working in the 
ring. There is his fancy footwork too. 
And blazing self-confidence, “f didn't 
set out to be the best in my time hut 
of all time." he said. 

Trouble is that Jones is running out 
of opportunities to establish histori- 
cal supremacy. Bored 


frustrated by the pof- . . _ out when he needed 

itics that would re- Since 1 was 15 iL" All this at a time 

quire the signing away . , when the difficult re- 

of prized promotion- nflV QBGuY WOUIQ lationship between 
al independence to J , _ . Jones and his domi- 

gain a unifying contest ffy TO DICK B ufiTYt neering father and 

against the World J . . manager. Roy Snr, 

&jxing Council title- ©VSIY GBV. I US60 w at breaking 

holder. Nigel Benn, , ,, , point. “From the 

he claims to be serious XO tTlinK I 0 £50 tO time * was 15 “V 
about attempting a. , . daddy would try to 

career in basketball. JQll fOf Killing him pick a fiS ht evei y 

If his life depend- _ _ day," Jones said re- 
ed on it. Jones could cehtly. “He'd talk 


mentator. first saw Jones he was re- 
minded of the young Muhammad AIL 
“So much natural talent that he 
could break the rules. Like Ali used 
lo lean back from punches rather th.-m 
slip under them. Which is a no-no. 
This kid lunged past the other guy’s 
punches to throw his own... and got 
away with iL He was so natural, as 
good as I'd seen in years with the po- 
tential to be the most exciting fight- 
er around. What you're seeing now 
is the fulfilment of all that promise." 

Angelo Dundee, who trained Ali, 
formed a similar impression. “I [iked 
the kid's quickness - the wav he 
jumped on guys when he got f % em 
hurt." he said. “There was aliscrs of 
stuff he hadn't used yet but you knew 

that it would come 

out when he needed 

/as 15 iL" All this at a time 

i when the difficult re- 

( would lations hip between 

. , Jones and his domi- 

^ B MfflTt neering father and 

° manager, Roy Snr, 

I used at breaking 

point. “From the 
d goto time I was 15 my 
. ° daddy would try to 



If his life depend- _ 

ed on it, Jones could 
not make it in the NBA but next 
month he plans on trying out with the 
London Towers. A gimmick maybe, 
but Benn apart there isn't an oppo- 
nent. who excites Jones's interest. 

At Madison Square Garden on Fri- 
day night a non-title bout against 
Merqui Sosa of the Dominican Re- 
public will add a further S2.5m 
(£l.6m) to wealth evident from the 
two estates Jones maintains in his 
home town of Pensacola. Florida, 
where he collects vintage cars and 
breeds fighting cocks for Mexican 
arenas, still spending six days a week 
in a custom built gymnasium. 

Selected for his durable chin. Sosa 
is not given a chance. For Jones it is 
just another pay day. doubtless ex- 
tending his record lo 3 1 straight wins. 

When the former manager and 
trainer Gil Clancey. now a fight com- 


about jumping on me. I never said 
nothing. I was scared of him. No way 
I wanted to fight him. I couldn't say 
nothing about what 1 thought with a 
crowd of people around. 1 was scared 
to have a girlfriend because he'd dog 
me out in from of them. I began car- 
rying a knife in case he went for me. 
A huge pocket knife. I used to think 
I’d go to jail for killing him. Thank 
God it didn't happen. I was very afraid 
but I was ready to defend myself." 

They were "still together when 
Jones was robbed of a gold medal in 
the 19S8 Seoul Olympics by a deci- 
sion so blatantly comipt it was rec- 
ommended that the judges who 
awarded the fight to Si-Hun Park of 
South Korea be suspended for life. 

Immediately there were opportu- 
nities for Jones to break free, but on 
a plea from his mother he remained 



Roy Jones Jnr, on his way to victory over Vinnie Pazienza last June 


under his father's influence through 
18 professional contests. “He's got 
you this far." Carol Jones said. 
“Give him another chance." 

When Jones defeated Bernard 
Hopkins for the IBF middleweight 
championship on 22 May 1993, his 
father was no longer in the comer. 
They had split permanently, Jones 
by then taking business advice from 
two wealthy Florida lawyers, the 
brothers Fred and Stanley Le*in who 
had invested in his future. 

Recognising that independence 


was the most important thin g im- 
planted in Jones by his father, the 
Levins came in on the strict under- 
standing that no promoter would be 
given options of future contests. Thus 
the impasse that exists between 
Jones and Benn. who is under con- 
tract to Frank Warren and Don King. 
“I'll fight Benn any time." Jones said 
last year when meeting with British 
boxing writers in Atlantic City short- 
ly before Lennox Lewis defeated 
Tommy Morrison. "Tell me where he 
is and’m go and see him. If Benn 


wants this fight then he's got lo un- 
derstand that 1 won't sign away any- 
thing to the people who promote 
him. It's that simple." 

Questions about Jones no longer 
existed after he dismantled James 
Toney in November 19*- to become 
the IBFs 12si champion. It weak at 
the weight Toney could not cope 
with the virtuosity Jones brought to 
the ring and was utterly outclassed. 
In June ofiast year. Jones didn't ex- 
pea anyone to take seriously a con- 
test against the experienced \ tnnie 


Photograph: Mike Poweil/AHsport 

Pazienza and emphasised the point 
by systematically dismantling him. So 
far . 26 of Jones's 30 opponents have 
failed to last the distance. When in 
possession of the WBO's version of 
the super-middleweight title, Chris 
Eubank wanted no part of him. 

A contract with the cable television 
network. KBO. means Jones. 26. can 
go on earning between S4m-$5m 
r£2-5-£3m i annually. I/he wants iL If 
frustration doesn't lead him into 
shooting for baskets instead of a 
place in history. 


Questions of Sport 


Mather told to stay in England 
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£40,000 to be won 

Today we are giving you another sporting chance to win an 
instant cash prize of up to £1,000 in our Questions of 
Sport scratch card game. 

As well as the daily instant cash prizes, there is a weekly 
accumulator prize of £5,000 to be won. 

In Saturday's paper, and the Independent on Sunday, 
there was a Questions Of Sport multi-choice scratch card 
which contains eight games, so you can you can play daily 
through to Friday 12 January. This Saturday we will give 
you another Questions of Sport scratch card. 


HOW TO PLAY 

Today we are playing the section of 
the card dated Wednesday 10 
January. Below are three sporting 
questions, each with three possible 
answers coded as A, B and C. 

Scratch off your answer to Question 
Sixteen, either A,B or C in the Q16 
column then repeat for 017 and 
Q18. 

THE QUESTIONS 

Q16 Which struggling First 

Division football team play home 
games at The Hawthorns? 

A: Derby County 
B: West Bromwich Albion 
C: Wolverhampton Wanderers 

Q17 What Is the name of the 
disc-shaped object struck in Ice 
hockey? 

A: Puck 
B: Ball 
C: Jack 

Q18 Which of the fOKowing Is a 
tennis trophy? 

A: The Ftyder Cup 
B: The Davis Cup 
C: The Admirals Cup 




IMPORTANT 

Scratch off ONE letter only for each 
question. 

If you reveal three identical cash 
amounts on any one section on any 
one day, you win that amount 
After you have played the last game 
on your card, total the cash amounts 
you have revealed. If your total is 
£5,000 you win or share the £5,000 
accumulator prize. 

HOW TO CLAIM 

If you have revealed three identical 
cash amounts of £10 or under, DO 
NOT PHONE. Take the claim coupon 
OR a piece of plain paper with your 
name and address on it PLUS the 
relevant section of the card to one of 
the newsagents listed below. 

For prizes over £10, phone 01254 
683666 (Irish Republic 0044 1254 
683666) between 10.30am and 
4pm Monday to Saturday. 
Participating newsagents: WH Smith, 
John Menzies, Forbuoys, Marti ns/RS 
McColl, Dillons, Gibbs, Macs, 
Supercigs, United News Shops, Star 
News, K Balfour, Eason, GT News, 
Paperchain - Village Store. Paper 
Shop. 

If you have any difficulty redeeming 
your card and coupon for a prize send 
both to: Independent Questions Of 
Sport claims, PO Box 60, Burnley, 
BB10 1SH. 

RULES AS PREVIOUSLY 


SOME OF OUR WINNERS SO FAR: 

Graham Bowen 

from Caerfynkiin, Dyfed - £1,000 
Morten Svendsen 

from Newcastle-upon-Tyne - £1,000 
Theresa Gleadowe 
from London - £500 
Martin Smith 

from UchfreJd, Staffordshire - £250 
Dennis Pounder 

from Hartlepool, Cleveland ■ £250 
Frederick Herbert 
from Wembley, Middlesex - £100 
Toby Hurlstone 

from Broom/feW, Chelmsford - £50 
David Bloor 

from Haslington, Crewe - £25 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADFIELD 


The Western Reds, the Aus- 
tralian Super League dub. have 
told Barrie- Jon Mather, the in- 
ternational second row or 
centre, to stay in England un- 
til his contractual dispute with 
Wigan is sorted out. 

Slather signed a three-year 
deal with the Penh-based club 
in November after declaring 
himself a free agenu but has 
been in Britain fora Christmas 
holiday. 

Wigan are disputing Mather's 
claim that the contract he 
signed with them last April is 
void and have, via the Rugby- 
League, asked the Super 
League to intervene in a 
potential feud between two 
member clubs. 

That plea appears to have 
worked. Brad Mellon, the Reds 
chief executive, has told Mather 
lo stay put and try to resolve the 
issue, and the 22-year-old 


player, capped by both Great 
Britain anc England, was taking 
legal advice” in London 
yesterday. 

It is obviously not in the 
Super League's" interests to 
have two affiliated clubs on 
opposite sides of the world at 
each other's throats, but Mather 
has already attracted interest 
from dues in the rival Aus- 
tralian Rugby League, who 
would have'no such qualms. 

Mather's solicitors have is- 
sued a statement accusing 
Wigan of being afraid to face 
them in court. ~ 

"They have not had the 
courage to do that, but have 
chosen to hide behind the 
coat-tails of the Rugby- 
League." they said. "Our client 
does have the courage of his 
convictions, and proceedings 
are to be commenced." 

St Helens' injury picture is 
gradually easing during the run- 
up to Saturday's Regal Trophy 
final against Wigan. Dean Bus- 
by, their loose"" forward, has 


Plans set 
fair for 
Grand 
Mistral 

Sailing — 

STUART ALEXANDER 

Any doubts that the new Grand 
Mistral round-the-world race 


been passed fit for the final af- 
ter recovering from the groin 
strain that kept him out of 
Sunday's match against 
Warrington. 

Six plaversare still under in- 
tensive treatment, however, 
with Adam Fogerty's knee and 
Anthony Sullivan’s calf the least 
likely to respond in time. 

Russell Smith, the Chstiefortf 
referee who has already offici- 
ated at two Challenge Cup 
finals, takes charge of his first 
Regal Trophy final at Hudder- 
sfield on Saturday. 

Phil Sigsworth,the new Hull 
coach, is to try to persuade Russ 
Walker, who* was in charge on 
a caretaker basis until the" Aus- 
tralian's arrival last weekend, to 
stay on as his assistant. 

Sigsworth is resigned to 
losing Richard Gay, his full- 
back, to Casilefoni but he is 
confident that Steve McNa- 
mara, the club captain who 
has been recently linked with 
Bradford and Wigan, will be 
staying. 


yesterday by the organiser, 
Pierre Fehlmann. 

The Swiss ocean racer, who 
has five Whftbreads under his 
belt, was adamant “There wtu 
be a m!rTim »rn ofnine yachts on 
the start, more probably 10 to 
12," he said. 

Fehlmann has secured con- 
siderable financial backing for 
the race from his long-time 
sponsors. Philip Morris. He also 
has the support of the Frianch re- 
gional governments of Boucfaes- 
du-Rhone and the Cote d' Azure 
to build the Bruce Farr-de- 
signed, water-ballasted SO-foot- 
ere at a fectory in La CiotaL 
southern France. 

Hull number five is being 
builL and it is claimed that fur- 
ther yachts can be produced at 
the rate of one every three 
weeks to be chartered to the 
competing syndicates. 

What has been less dear is «- 
actly who will be campaigning 
the boats in a race that starts in 
Marseilles on 21 September, 
going on to Cape Tbwn, then 
Sydney for the 1995 Sydney to 
Hobart (which is incorporated 
into the race). Auckland, Mar del 
Plata, Argentina and New York. 
The fleet then returns across the 
Atlantic and into tire Mediter- 
ranean for the finish in Marseille. 

Only three yachts have de- 
clared" backers. They are 
Fehlmann 's own Merit Cup, 
which will be skippered by the 
1993/94 Whitbread winner. 
Grant Dalton, Finland's Ludde 
Ingyall in Nicorette. and the 
French Americas skipper. Marc 
PajoL who is due to announce 
details of his backers in France 
on Friday. The city of Marseilles 
is expected to pick up most of 
the bill. 

Fehlmann also claims that 
Tag Heuer will back a Chris 
Dickson entry and that negoti- 
ations are well advanced, but 
they have been dragging on for 
some time. 

As for the remaining fo^race 
spokesman Hans Bernhard says 
they will come from a list of 36 
who have expressed irrteresL al- 
though it is known that many of 
, those cannot proceed. It is 
thought that arrangements may- 
be made lo make the boats avail- 
able in One form or another just 
so that contract clauses requir- 
ing a minimum fleet of. say. eight 
boats can be honoured. 

Neither Fehlmann nor Bern- 
hard was willing to discuss any 
financial implications but Dal- 
ton said: “There has been a 
meeting of everyone involved at 
which we knew we either bad to 
end up with a race or not. 
There was a considerable will 
for the race to succeed and a de- 
termination for it to go ahead. 
Now there is a structure in 
place that guarantees these 
boats will race." 

Dalton has also been trying 
to secure enough cash for a 
1997/98 Whitbread, but has 
found the going tough in a 
New Zealand heavily focused in 
the short term on Olympic sail- 
ing and, in the longer, more ex- 
pensive term. the defence of the 
America's Cup in 2000. 

“If I can’t put it together in 
three more months then I may 
have to abandon,” Dalton said. 
He will also have to give more 
and more time to preparing his 
multi-national crew for the start 
of the Grand Mistral. 
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QUESTIONS OF SPORT 
CLAIM COUPON 

Wednesday 10 January 1996 
To claim prizes up to £10 

DO NOT PHONE 

Take this coupon to any of the 
participating Newsagents listed who 
will give you your prize instantly. 


NAME 

ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 

TELEPHONE 

To the Newsagent Please check 
the card is correct and give the 
reader the value of their prize. Send 
this coupon or details supplied on 
plain paper together with the 
winning card to your head office for 
full redemption. 


FA Carting; Premiership 

1 Bolton v Wimbledon 2 

2 Everton v Chelsea X 

3 Manchester litd v Aston Villa 1 

4 Middlesbrough v Arsenal Ji 

B Nottm Forest v Southampton 1 

6 QPR v Blackburn X 

7 Tottenham v Manchester City 1 

Also playing (not on coupons): Leeds 
v West Ham: Sheffield Wednesday v Liv- 
erpool. 

Ploying Sunday: Coventry v Newcas- 
tle. 

Endslelgh Insurance League 
First Division 

8 Derby v Reading 1 

9 Luton v Southend 2 

10 Millwall v Port Vale 1 

11 Oldham v Bamsfey 1 

12 ftjrtsmouth » Grimsby -2 

13 Stoke v Leicester X 

34 Tranmere v Sheffield Utd 1 

15 Watford v Huddersfield X 

Also ptaying (not on eoteMms): Crys- 
tal Palace v Ipswich; West Bromwich v 
Wolverhampton. 

Ptaying Sunday: Birmingham v Chari- 
ton; Sunderland v Norwich. 

Second Division 

18 Bradford v Brighton 1 

17 Bnstd City v Crewe 2 

18 Burnley v Stockport 1 

18 Carlisle v Chesterfield X 

20 Hun v Rotherham X 

21. Oxford Utd v Brentford 1 

22 Peterborough v Bournemouth ....X 

23 Swansea v Bristol Rovers 2 

24 Wafealf v Shrewsbury 2 

25 Wrexham v Blackpool -X 

26 Wycombe v Note County -X 

Z7 Mark v Swindon -2 

lUrd Division 

28 Chester v Bury — J 

29 Colchester v Barnet — — * 

30 Doncaster v Torquay — * 

31 Exeter v Hartlepool J 

32 FUlham v ScafborouiJi 

33 Gillhrufram v Unwin * 


34 Hereford v Cambridge Utd 

35 Leyton Onem v Mansfield 

38 Northampton v Cardiff 

37 Preston v Plymouth 

38 Rochdale v Darlington 

39 Scunthorpe v Wigan J 

BelTs Scottish League 
Premier Division 

40 Hearts v Falhirti 1 

41 Kilmarnock v Hibernian J 

42 Motherwell v Parnck J 

43 Rangers v Rafth 3 

Ptaying Sunday: Aberdeen v Celtic. 

First Division 

44 Dumbarton v Airdne > 

45 Dundee Utd v St Mirren 3 

48 Dunfermline v Clydebank 1 

47 Greenock Morton v Dundee — JI 

48 Hamilton v St Johnstone .2 

Second DMskn 

48 Berwick v ffortar V* 

50 Clyde v Stenhousemuir Jt 

51 East Fite v Queen of the South V* 

52 Montrose v Ayr X 

53 Stranraer v Sorting X 

* Pools Panel adjudicates 

Third Division 

54 Alloa v Caledonian Thistle 2 

55 Arbroath v East Sorting. 1 

58 Livingston v Albion 1 

57 Queen's F^rt. v Brechin 1 

58 Ross County v Cowdenbeath ....1 
Also playing (not on coupons): Ten- 
naift Scottish Op oe c a nd rouid ra- 
piays: Annan Athletic v Berwick: East 
Fife v Spartans: Fraserburgh v White- 
hill Welfare: Keith w Deueronvate. 
FOUR DRAWS: Stoke v Leicester, Wat- 
ford v Huddersfield, Motherwell v 
Rartick, Morton v Dundee. 

FIVE AMUS: Wimbledon. Luton, Crewe, 

Swindon, St Johnstone. 

TEW homes: Manchester United, Not- 
tingham Forest, Tottenham, Derby, 
Doncaster, Giffln^wam, Preston, Dundee 
United, Arbroath. LMngston. 
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Cole finally 
finds his 
way back 

considers a striker's plunge 
from plunderer to plodder and his recent 
recoveiy of the status of a £ 7 m player 

A JST/S®' .{f™ Ksegan missed more chances than 
^od on the st«7s ofSt Hull City create in a year. His 
James Park examine to shots hit bobbles, or goalkeepers’ 
Jqgs, lheball never seemed to feU 





B. ■James’ Park expl aining to 
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f 1 ® l 2 Mandtester game of the season cost United 
United of Andy Cole, who had the championship, which un- 
scored 68.goah tin 84 games for derph^eTffom^e of 
the M^pfcs. What was the man- LudeL'MfWosko that day 
ager doing, the aggrieved want- The theories mooiedfor ar>- 

^ P arent decIine were many: the 

? e ^ )bon raost persuasive was that Mex 
rtf'” 1 . 8 ^ Ferguson, seeking to mould 

pI ? yer s una S e - Cote t° United’s style of play. 

Aeegan, showing more pre- had tried to turn him into a play- 

E£?*S?l' 0 meet ***** er he wasn ’ L M Newcastle he 
r ?? sl ^ “ instinctive finisher, con- 
managera, explained he had his verting the chances BeardsJev 
* 7m package made for him; ask himmdoa^ 
Alex Ferguson had agreed rep- more and he is not equipped, 
resented an offer he could not Now Ferguson wanted him to 
turn down, one which would en- replace Mark Hughes, the best 
able him to strengthen the side, holder-up of play m the coun- 
Few aarptedit ar the time, how try. Worse, with Andrei Kan- 
could off-loading a young play- chelskis gone and Ryan Giggs 

er whose goals playing in the 

th® J 0 ®® 1 , centre of mid- 
point of the team It was the field, United 

be described as. rarely supplied 

development? perfect Cole him withle ball 

Besides, didn't r he loves - cut 

the sale prove moment! paSS back from the 

that, despite all r byline to the 

Sir John Hall s tO feet, first-time penalty spot At 
protestations, times in early 

Newcastle re- Shot, gOal December, his 

mamed a selling ° confidence eb- 

club, prepared to bing away, 

off-load their . Cole's touch was 

best to other clubs the moment reminiscent of George Best’s 



a cheque book was waved? 

The Newcastle rumour mill 
worked overtime lo construct ex- 
planations for Keegan’s actions, 
most involved a- behind-the- 
scenes falling out of House of 
Win dsor proportions. A year on, 
Geordies must be convinced 
Keegan was not spinning a line 
that afternoon; he replaced 
Cole with Les Ferdinand and 
Keith Gillespie, whose form 


has propelled Newcastle to the 
top of the Premiership. 

Manchester United fans can 
be less certain that their manager 
conducted a sound bit of busi- 
ness. Even after 12 months, the 
questions remain. He has scored 
18 goals in 38 games in the red, 
black, grey or bl ue shirt of Unit- 
ed. But those bald statistics are 
somewhat misleading, as they in- 
clude five against Ipswich, and 
two apiece against Leicester, 
Manchester City and Coventry. 
A bit of a Graeme Hick perfor- 
mance - capable of plunder 
against the weak, but disap- 
pearing against the big beys. 
Until Christinas this season, be 


dismissal of Carlton Palmer 
(“he can trap the ball further 
than I can kick it”). His career 
was widely written off. 

Then, the day after Boxing 
Day. Cole sent a shot of such 
precision past the Newcastle 
goalkeeper it seemed you had 
imagmea ail the misses. Jt was 
the perfect Cole moment pass 
to feet, first-time shot goal. Sud- 
denly, the fans realised a play- 
er capable of scoring 41 goals in 
a season does not become a duf- 
feT overnight. Cole had begun 
a rim of four goals in four Pre- 
miership games, and the bafl had 
started to arrive as he enjoys it 

Part of the reason is that at last 
he is playing alongside Eric Can- 
tona. Bought to fire the bullets 
the Frenchman moulded, Cole 
spent 10 of his first 12 months at 
Old Trafford alone in a team 
whose creative purpose had been 
mislaid Now he is growing used 
to the new Beardsley by his side. 
Cole’s time may have come. If it 
has, the smQe on Alex Ferguson's 
face wiD be bright enough to light 
lip the streets of Newcastle. 



Looking bade Manchester Umtecfs Andy Cole may have put his problems behind him 


Butler’s hat-trick lifts Gillingham to top 


How Andy Cole measures 


Gubfeants). 

Amoral 90-91 
FuBwbh torn 91-92 ■- 

Bristol C (loam 91-22 ■ 
Bristol C 92-93 -• 
Mritenae9243 
Nawcastto 93-94 
Newcastle 94-95 
Man IM 9446 
Man Utd 45 4* 0o 9 jam 
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SIMON O’HAGAN 

Gillingham 

Chester 


The Third Division's top-of-lhe- 
table meeting produced an em- 
phatic winner last night when a 
hat-trick in 17 second-half min- 
utes by Sieve Butler enabled 
Gillingham to leapfrog over 
Chester into first place. 

If respective levels of support 
counted for anything then the 
battle for honours would be no 
contest. When the teams met at 
Chester in September, occupy- 
ing the same positions as they did 
going inti} this match, only 3.8S6 
turned up. For the return. Priest- 
field Stadium u-as almost fill] to 


its 10,500 capacity, a measure of 
bow much interest has been re- 
awakened among Kent people 
in a dub which was on the point 
of extinction last summer. 

While Chester have gone 
down-up-down in the past three 
seasons, Gillingham are at- 
tempting to return to a level they 
have not been at since 1989. The 
transformation may have been 
the stuff of supporters' dreams, 
but the manner in which the 
team has gone about things has 
been nothing but pragmatic. 

Chester have built a reputa- 
tion for passing football, but 
they were up 3gnmst a team who 
had conceded only seven goals 
in the League all season, easi- 
ly the brat defensive record in 
lie four divisions. 


Gillingham certainly made 
the better inroads early on, as 
they looked to the pace of Leo 
Fortune-West up front. The 
sheer number of Gillingham 
crosses, although variable in 
quality, kept the Chester de- 
fence on tenterhooks. 

In spite of their territorial su- 
periority, Gillingham were cre- 
ating little that was clear-cut In 
the 35th minute, Chester 
emerged from their shell, going 
close twice in a matter of sec- 
onds, first when Chris Priest 
shot over from the edge of the 
area and then when Stuart 
Rimmer forced a brave block 
out of the Gillingham keeper, 
Jim Stannard. But Gillingham 
responded with efforts from 
Sieve Butler and Dave Martin. 
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Bowring breaks 
with the past 


Rugby Union . 

STEVE BALE 

Kwin Bowing used his firct op- 
portunity to place his own im- 
primatur on the Wales team 

yesterday when he announced 
a daring selection, including five 

new caps and eight changes, to 
face Italy in Cardiff next Tues- 
day. . 

The new fiill-tane coach pre- 
viously sent out a team as care- 
taker against Fiji in November 
and was forced into change by 
injuries which have ruled out 
five of the team who scraped a 
convicuonless victory. Howev- 
er, two of t he newcomers then, 
Lyndon Mustoe and Craig 
Quinnei], are discarded along 

with Christian Loader, who 
was winning only his second cap. 

But even so, this team - 
with a completely fresh midfield 
and two uncapped forwards — 
represents aefear break with a 
doleful past as well as a colos- 
sal risk against opponents who 
justly aspire to join the Five Na- 
tions' Championship and, in A- 
team guise, beat Scotland last 
weekend. “They have ability, 
they have great potential and 
they have great motivation 
Bowring enthused. “We are 
looking forward with this se- 
lection. We need to evolve a 
pattern of play that will revolve 
around an open-side flanker 
who can win the ball at the 
breakdown and an inside cen- 
tre with good distribution skills. 
We need a pack that can pro- 
vide quicker support for the 
backs to ensure greater conti- 
nuity in our game.” 

There is an exciting, if frag- 
ile, feel about this side, with Ar- 
wel Thomas being introduced 


from Bristol in place of rhe in- 
jured Neil Jenkins at outside- 
half and Llanelli’s ultra-dynamic 
Gwyo Jooes filling the open-side 
role which the coach deems so 
critical. 

Matthew Wintle, 23. and 
Leigh Dawes, 21. form a new 
centre pairing, with Andrew 
Lewis, the 22-year-old prop 
who was Cardiff's only un- 
capped player in last Sunday's 
European Cup final against 
Toulouse completing the intro- 
ductions . In addition, Gareth 
Llewellyn is restored for his 41st 
cap at iodc, John Davies returns 
at prop and Emyr Lewis on the 
blind side. 

Strange to relate that, less 
than a fortnight ago. Brian 
Hanlon. Bristol’s coaching co- 
ordinator, was saying that at 21 
Thomas needed another season 
of English league rugby, and the 
former Neath prospect himself 
scarcely disagreed when he de- 
scribed the height of his im- 
mediate ambition to be a place 
on the bench. But perceptions 
changed in a trice when Jenk- 
ins was hurt and Thomas now 
insists he is ready, despite his 
club’s disappointing run of 
form, culminating in a heavy de- 
feat by Harlequins four days 
ago. 

Thomas is the first Welshman 
to be capped from Bristol since 
Ronnie Morris, another out- 
side-half, in 1937. Tm not 
afraid to have a go at anything, 
but it has to be a considered 
risk,” he said. 

WALES (V Italy, CmtSfl, IB January* J 
Tbontas; I Euans (Uarefii). L Dsviee (Naatn), 
M MMta. W proctor <pa*M; A Thoms 
UO.AMoon (Cantfl); ALom 4 b, J Hunvlnya 
(CantIT. capt), J Darks, Gareth UnnByn 
(NeattO.DJc®a6,ElMfc.HT»ylo*(C3nSfl. 
G Jones (Uaneffl. Replacements: S HB 
ICanm. D Bans (TrwrcJW. B Hawley 
[Bnd&rKfi. I Mustoe (Cardiff). G Jenkins 
(Swansea), S W 9 fams (Neath). 


Bath take the 
studious route 


Photograph; NeaJ SimpsorVEmpics 


Chester’s resistance was bro- 
ken in the 49th minute when 
Butler stabbed the ball home 
from a couple of yards. In the 
56th minute be chased down 
Stannard’s huge clearance be- 
fore lobbing the goalkeeper 
and, 10 minutes later, he was 
presented with his hat-trick 
when Spencer Whelan slipped 
in attempting a back-pass. 

Some of the gloss was taken 
off by Jon Kenworthy’s 86th- 
minute strike, the first League 
goal Gillingham had conceded 
at home since 2 September. 

aane&am £ 3 - 5 - 2 ): Stannard; Groan, T 
ter [MrWewtiK. 48 ), Hams; Srrrti. Marta. Rbi- 
ctrtfe. Bailey, Naytan S Bute* (Putman, 71 }, 
Fdnuie-West. SMatttuto aaUWNfc Q*ra (M. 
Chester Ctty B- 5 - 2 ): Stewart Burnham. Wffifr- 
Ian. Alston); PnesL toenartson. fisher. Nnta- 
man, Rogas (Kenwrtty, 571 ; fe 0 s iMtoer, Tty. 
Rmuner. Subetttute not i*o± MutW*- 
RaCeraa: I HemJey (Ampthll. Bedsj. 


Bath yesterday steered an inno- 
vative course mto rugby union’s 
new professionalism by an- 
nouncing a three-way deal that 
wiB establish 30 rugby scholar- 
ships at the University of Bath 
startings with Richard Budand, the 
stand-off who played in last sea- 
son's cup final, writes Steve Bale. 

With the protracted business 
of fixing contracts for the cur- 
rent squad now likely to be set- 
tled next month, the chib are 
therefore almost rearty for both 
the present and the future. Dot 
R utherford, the Rugby Football 
Union’s technical director, and 
John Elliott, England selector 
and national player-develop- 
ment officer, were presented 
with details of the scholarships 
at the university yesterday. 

Accountants are, meanwhile; 
drawing up a business plan 
which will be ready by the mid- 
dle of January, provided details 
of next season’s European com- 
petition can be agreed by then. 
From there, according to John 
Hall, Bath’s director of rugby, 
it will be a relatively short step 
to agreeing lucrative contracts. 

All tile leading clubs are em- 
barked on much (he same ex- 
ercise - on Friday Harlequins 
will announce a major spon- 
sorship to help pay for profes- 
aonalism-but Bate are looking 
further ahead with their link-up 


with the Keynsbam firm West- 
ern Freights to fund the schol- 
arships with £500.000 (split 
50/50 between dub and com- 
pany) over eight years. Last 
month Harlequins announced 
a more modest scheme for five 
scholarships at the University of 
Surrey; Leicester have a tie-up 
with Loughborough University. 

Yesterday Rutland, 24, a sec- 
ond-year engineering under- 
graduate, became the first of the 
now scholars, following a previ- 
ously intermittent line whidi be- 
gan in 1980 with Chris Martin, 
later England's full-back. 

Ged Roddy, who doubles as 
the university's director of sport 
and Bath’s player-development 
coach, expects seven others to 
have joined Butland by the be- 
ginmng of the next academic 
year, building towards the target 
of 30 over four years and there- 
by taking care of a significant 

S et of the dub’s reenutment. 

Saracens have followed their 
agmng of Michael Lynagh by re- 
cruiting the Romford-born 
Uanelli and Wales lock Tony 
Copsey. 

■The Irish RFU are to provide 
£400,000 towards development 
of the game, the four provincial 
branches receiving £100,000. It 
has been confirmed that Leinster, 
Munster and Ulster will all play 
in next season’s Heineken Cup. 






m 





TODAY’S 

NUMBER 








L 

T 

11 

3 

i a 

d 

33 

3 

15 

6 

22 

5 

31 

1 


The number of women nom- 
inated in Fife's world footbaler 
of the year poll. Norway's 
Hege Rise, Golden Boot win- 
ner at last year's Women's 
World Cup, was the third 
choice of Egil Olsen, foe 
men’s national team coach. 
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BEST- OF THE BEST 

Ken Jones on Roy Jo neS 


Pollock plays 
prime mover 
as England fall 


Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Cape Town 
South Africa 211-8 
England 205 

(South Africa win by 6 runs) 


South Africa made another lit- 
tle piece of history yesterday 
when they heat England in a 
one-day international for the 
first time. 

The constantly chewed nails 
of both sets of supporters were 
an accurate testament of how 
much this game ebbed and 
flowed before finally going 
South Africa's way by six runs. 

In the end. it was Craig 
Matthews’ fingertip catch to 
remove Graham Thorpe that 


probably settled the match, al- 
though Shaun Pollock' s thrillin g 
all-round performance of 66 
runs and 4 for 34 deservedly 
made him the man of the match. 

It was a staunch effort by 
Thorpe, who hit only two 
boundaries in his 62. It was his 
unnecessary attempt to pro- 
cure a third that cost him his 
wicket and England's last 
chance of the game with 13 runs 
wanted from as many balls. 

Unlike England, South 
Africa tried to bond maidens and 
apply the dripping-tap style of 
pressure, at least until Allan 
Donald came on as first change 
and removed England's top 
three batsmen in a fearsome six- 
over spell of blistering pace. 

Coming into the attack after 
England mid posted their first 50 


Newlands scoreboard 


fSoutfi Africa «n tossy 

SOUTH AFRICA 

G Kirsten Era b Cork — 8 

Til iron, 12 bate. 2 fotrai 
TD J Fteftarbon c Stewart b Martin „. ..U 
(47 min, 28 baBs) 

B M McMflan c Sffiwart o Martin _4 

(12 rrnn, 9 balks! 

D i CbSriCT c Stewart 5 Reeve 17 

(46 mtn, 33 bails. 3 fours! 

J fl Rhodes c Stewart b White 16 

144 mn, 32 baits) 

*W J Cronpj run out 'Tharoe- Mart*i> .24 

>55 min, 44 tuttsj 

i i H Kallis c Thorpe D Whrte 38 

[ 1 77 mm. 65 bails. 3 fours) 

S U Pollock* not out 66 

(76 mm. 66 bails. 6 fours i 

C R Matthews c Reeve b Cork 10 

(34 min, 19 bads, 1 fort 

Extras Ibl B6 w4 nbSl — —....17 

Total (for 8,205 min. 50 oven] 211 

Fait 1-12 (Krsiwii 3-20 (McMillan! 3-44 
(RWianteoni 4-57 iCudnani 5-77 (Rhodes/ 
6-107 iCion/e) 7-152 (Kami 8-211 
. (Mtfffwwsi. 

DM not bat A A DonaM, P ft Adams. 

I Bowta£ Cork 16-0-51-2 <nd3.w3l (5-0-18- 
1 1. 2-0-11-0. 3-0-22-1): Martin 10-1-34-2 
, fnbl wit (A- 1-18-1. 30-5-2. 3-0116); 

Gough 9-0-386 <5-0-156. 3-0-126. 1-0- 
I 12-01: Reeve 9-M0-1 (rt)2> IS- 1-23-1. 3- 
| 0-176/: WMto 10-1-31-2 (nb2l >8 1 24-1. 
26-7 -11; Smith 2-600 (one spell). 
Pragma: 50; 59 mm. B4 bads. 100: 121 
rtwv 181 beta. 190: 1B7 mn. 252 bate. 200: 
i 199 mm, 299 balls. 

! FoBocif s 50: 66 mm. 58 baffs. 4 fours. 


EN6LAMD 

•M A Athemm b Eforoid 35 

<69 m a, 56 baas. 6 fours) 

t A J Swan km b Dww« 23 

(59 min. 40 avh. 2 fours! 

G AHu* fowO DonsW 21 

i35 mm. IB balls. 3 tatss* 

G P Thome c Maohews b McMOn _.62 

(149 mm. 96 balls. 2 fount 

N H FartWrterc Adams b PoStt*. 28 

■63 mm. 40 Data. 2 fount 

C Wh.re c ana b Ponce* 6 

(7 mn. 7 beds) 

DARee-.eeRcfiS'tfsonbMsCbetB 7 

*6 mm. 4 bads) 

D G Colt run out (DorakP — - 7 

114 mm. 12 balls, 1 foul 
NUk SmW. c AfoMCan b Ptitoch 3 

(12 iw. 6 baDM 

0 G«b?i 0 PnBcxH 3 

(25 mm. 18 Battel 

P J Martm not our 4 

r8 (rm. 6 tens) 

Extras cb6 «4 nb3J 12 

Total (228 mfa. 49.5 arm) 305 

Fata 1-59 iSw.tOrt) 2-64 (Atherton 1 3-95 tHKfo 
4-155 iFoirtunttv) 5-151 (VWmt! 6-166 (rfoenl 
7-177 (Com 3-189 (Smch) 9-199 (ThorDal 10- 
205 iGoughi. 

B ovta ir Mattbam 10-1-39-1 (nbLwlI (6-1-21- 
0. 2-0-100. 200-11: Polocfc 93-0-34-4 (nbD 
1 . 60 - 210 . 20-6-2. 103-1. 0304-11: Donald 
10038-3 (50-293. 70-50. 2040): MnMB 
tan 10038-1 lr®3 rrl) 00-140. 40-140. 3- 
O-lO-lc Man* 20-180. Croojo 50-180. 
Kaflb 30-14-0 Mi One sped each]. 
fttataK SO: 51 mn. 78 bads. 3M: 100 mn, 
132 cats. 150: 151 mm. 210 Data. 200: 222 
mm.295bafc. 

Thorpe’s SO: 124 nsn. 62 bata. 1 tour. 

Itoi of the matte S U patcc* ISA). 

Umpber. K E uebenbe^ ana D L Onfiaw. 


off only 7S balls, Donald quick- 
ly had Alec Stewart beaten for 
pace, given Ibw groping down the 
wrong line for a ball that might 
have been rnwring leg stump. 

It was that wide angle of de- 
livery that undid Michael Ather- 
ton,- vdio lost his off stump as the 
ball held up just enough off the 
seam to make any adjustment 
with the bat impossible. When 
Graeme Hick followed after a 
brief violent flurry that saw him 
take II off Adams’s first over, 
England were 94 for 3 and the 
match evenly poised. 

England needed to rally and 
who better to oversee it than 
their plucky left-handers, Thor- 
pe and Neil Fairbrother, who 
combined to add 61. before 
Fairbrother was caught b y 
Adams at mid-on trying to hit 
Pollock back over his head. 

White soon departed, drip- 
ping a return catch into Pol- 
lock’s hands. Dermot Reeve did 
not last long either as England 
began to wobble. He had scored 
two, but on his fourth ball he 
was caught by Richardson, div- 
ing low down to his right 

With 44 wanted from the fi- 
nal 10 overs, England would 
have been favourites but for the 
departure of Dominic Cork, run 
out attempting a suicidal single 
to leave England teetering on 
177 for 7. Neil Smith was next 
to go, caught by Brian McMil- 
lan in the gully for three as be 
slashed wildly at a delivery 
from follock. England's hope of 
a dramatic recovery expired 
when Thorpe holed ouL 

In contrast to England's more 
measured approach. South 
Africa began their innings by 
throwing the bat at anything off 
line and threw their wickets 
away just as regularly. Peter 
Martin, despite swinging the 




Cleaned out: Allan Donald bowls Mike Atherton in yesterday's one-day international at Newlands 


Photograph: Matthew Ashton/Empics 


newball was lucky to pick up two 
wickets as both victims did well 
to reach the ball let alone edge 
it to Stewart behind the stumps. 

Cork also swung the white 
ball early on, claiming the first 
wicket, that of the left-hander 
Gary Kirsten, who got caught on 
the crease by one (hat swung 
into his pads. 

By picking bowlers that do 
something. Atherton dearly be- 


lieves the way to build pressure 
is to take early wickets. It can be 
risky but the' England captain 
would have felt it worthwhile 
when Daryll C ullman edged 
Reeve's slower ball to Stewart, 
to leave South Africa 57 for 4. 

Things did not improve for 
the home side when Jonty 
Rhodes gave Stewart his fourth 
catch of the innings. When 
Hansie Cronje followed, run out 


after Thorpe had dived, stopped 
the ball and thrown it to the 
bowler's end from deep cover. 
South Africa, having limped to 
107 for 6 from 31 overs, were 
on the verge of collapse. 

The Eqgfaud bowling had been 
steady rather than spectacular and 
was soon pul into perspective by 
two young men making their 
one-day debuts. England have 
seen Utile of Jacques Kallis in the 


Test matches, but they saw the 
power of his strokeplay as he 
cracked first Reeve and then 
Gough for four. But if Kallis sur- 
prised the visitors with his bold 
shots. Pollock was a revelation. At 
one stage he even our-Reevcd 
Reeve, taking 13 off the War- 
wickshire captain's ninth over 
with a blend of dabs and deflec- 
tions, with the odd slog thrown in. 

Once Kallis had departed. 


caught by Thorpe running in 
from deep square leg. PoDocfe 
took charge. In the last five 
overs, he and Matthews added 
49 to take South Africa's final to- 
tal to 211 for 8. a far cry from 
what might have been had Thor- 
pe held a shin-high catch when 
Pollock was still 29. It wasa mis- 
take he almost made amends for 
once the lights had oome on. 

Sri Lanka’s triumph, page 21 
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Football 

GUY HODGSON 

The Football Association yes- 
terday quashed any suggestion 
that Teny Venables will be of- 
fered an extension to his con- 
tract as England coach until the 
next World Cup without refer- 
ence to the international com- 
mittee. 

Responding to feats that this 
latter body would be bypassed, 
the FA’s director of public af- 
fairs, David Davies- said: “Ter- 
ry will resume talks with 
Graham Kelly, the FAs chief ex- 
ecutive, over the next few days. 
When that is done, Graham will 
talk 10 ibe international com- 
mittee in tbe normal way.” 


Earlier Oldham Athletic's 
chairman, Ian Stott, a member 
of the 15-strong committee, 
had called for clarification on 
how the decision will be made 
and who will make it. “What is 
concerning people,” he said, “is 
to know what is the procedure 
under which an extension to the 
contract - or a rejection of that 
extension - will take place." 

The FA Cup holders. Ever- 
too, moved quickly to repair de- 
fensive weakness exposed by 
Stockport County on Sunday 
when they signed the Newcas- 
tle United right-back. Marc 
Hottiger, for £700,000 subject 
to agreement of personal terms. 
The 27-year-old Swiss interna- 
tional was at Goodison Jasi 
night for discussions with the 


Evenon manager, Joe Royle. 
who has been without Earl Bar- 
rett. who has a knee injury, for 
three months. 

Bolton Wanderers hope to 
sign the 27-year-old Austrian 
striker. Ralph Hasenhuttl. in a 
£750.000 move from Casino 
Salzburg this week - but the 
chances of Manchester United 
making a new signing receded. 
Their manager. .Alex Fergu- 
son. dismissed reports that he 
was about to sign the Croatian 
national team captain. Zvonimir 
Boban. from Milan as “specu- 
lation." 

•Alan Buckley’ received the 
poisoned chalice of a vote of 
confidence yesterday, when the 
Wesi Bromwich AJbiOD chair- 
man. Tony Hale, said be believed 


Buckley to be one of the best 
managers in the country. Albion 
have lost 11 successive League 
games and were knocked out of 
the FA Cup by Second Division 
Crewe on Saturday. 

Oldham's attempt to use the 
Bosnian case to avoid a fee for 
Toddy Orlygsson failed yester- 
day when a Football League tri- 
bunal ordered them to to pay 
Stoke £180,000 for the Ice- 
landic midfield player. Orlygs- 
son was out of contract at Stoke, 
but the tribunal ruled in favour 
of a fee because it was not a 
cross-border transfer. Stoke had 
demanded a fee of £750,000. 

Dunfermline's Scottish First 
Division match at Dumbarton 
last night was postponed after 
the death of the club captain. 


Nome McCathie. The bodies of. ’ . 
McCaihie, 34, and 26-year-old / 
Amanda Bums were found at Y,- 
the player's home in the Fife V<- 
town on Monday- night, appar- -if 
ently victims of gas inhalation. 

Celtic are ready to sell the Al- 
banian international Rudi Vata. - 
to Crystal Palace. The Glasgow . :. 
club are willing to part with the 
defender for a bargain price - 
he was watched by the Palace 
coach. Ray Lewington. in a re- 
serve game on Monday. 

West Ham have accepted a 
£1 -2m bid from Sheffield Unit- 
ed for Don Hutchison. The for- 
mer Liverpool midfielder, who 
joined the Hammers for £1.501 
in 1994, will make a decision on 
tbe proposed move today. 

Last night’s football, page 23 
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Fry cooks up another signing Orient defender tests 

P HIL SHAW looks to reach his first major they started the season. Tony positive for cocaine 
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ACROSS 

1 One follows a sinuous 
course, in the main (3, 5) 

5 Whither, you say? South 
Hornchurch? (6) 

9 Writer 3bout to settle colour 
of elopers’ craft (3-5) 

10 Joints in possession of left- 
bank lesbian (6) 

12 Most unconfined, abundant 


plant (11) 

15 Republic once governed by 1 As gloomy as H. PurceU, (10) r ~ 

the docks, we hear? (5) perhaps ( 10) 16 Old unworthy worker is re- 

17 Endless complaint by tiro, 2 Describing detailed study of seatful (9) 

being trained, is tactless and Burton's work, for example 21 It makes sense to eat small 
insensitive (9) (10) amounts (5) 

IS Gave up and left (9) 3 There is usually room for 22 Fresh air question in the 

19 Bow ing a id in ft ure's intro- improvement where one country (4) 

duction (5) works (5) 23 Hunting-party is curtailed 

20 Most sombre examples of 4 He has to poach and pocket drive away! (4) 

Win a Weekend Break or a case of Bombardier Premium Bitter 

CALL 0891 311 017 

When you have tbe answers to tbe first three dues across AND the first three dn« down phone 0891 311 017 and 
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case of Charles We Us Bombardier Premium Bitter to win. PLUS from all entries for the week a winner will be se- 
lected for a Weekend for two hi a Charles Wells Country HoteL 


monuments (11) 

24 Soldiers give attention and 
try again (6) 

25 Liken his resort to a capital 
place for games? (5) 

26 Game, even when there is 
nothing in it (6) 

27 English artificial leather is 
light and delicate (8) 

DOWN 

1 As gloomy as H. Purcell 


perhaps (10) 
2 Describing d 


Describing detailed study of 
Burton's work, for example 
( 10 ) 

There is usually room for 
improvement where one 
works (5) 

He has to poach and pocket 


animal cunningly (12) 

6 Read offer of one in compe- 
tition (8) 

7 Trust rector with cathedral? 
(4) 

S Present number in array (4) 

11 Ejection from underworld 
house intended, heartlessly - 

13 iiantiony on the slaff? (10) 

14 Full stop to remain, however 
( 10 ) 

16 Old unworthy worker is re- 
sentful (9) 

21 It makes sense to eat small 
amounts (5) 

22 Fresh air question in the 
country (4) 

23 Hunting-party is curtailed 
drive away! (4) 


listainc rules apply. Editois deason is final, winner nama can he ootam 
Crossword, Unit A, Bcwe House, Si Peters Road, Maidenhead SLe 7QU 


It is a standing joke in football 
that Barry Fry’s dressing-rooms 
have revolving doors, though a 
goaikeeping crisis rather than a 
managerial whim explains Paul 
San some's appearance as the 
68th firsl-tearaer of his 25 
months in charge of Birming- 
ham in tonight's Coca-Cola 
Cup quarter-final at Norwich. 

San so me. 34, whose active 
service this season has been lim- 
ited to the Springheath Capital 
League with Southend reserves, 
joined Birmingham on loan 
yesterday and goes straight in 
against Norwich. Ian Bennett, 
Fry’s No 1, has a broken right 
hand, and his Dutch deputy. 
Bart Griemink. an ankle injury. 

Fry made “dozens of calls" m 
search of an experienced stand- 
in. Most of those he tried for 
were cup-tied or only for sale, 
but San so me. who has played 
almost 500 games for MiltwaU 
and Southend, was registered 
before the midday deadline. 

Norwich go into the all -Fust 
Division tie without a win un- 
der Gary Megson - in either of 
his spells as manager - while Fry 


looks to reach his first major 
semi-final at the age of 50 in 
what is already Birmingham's 
38th match this season. 

Aston Villa, who have played 
13 fewet, expect a crowd of 
39,000 for the derby with 
Wolves. Brian Little hopes that 
Paul McGrath is fit to return for 
Villa to counter Steve Bull and 
Don Goodman -"two guys who 
have the potential to wreck it for 
us". Mark McGhee, without a 
victory after four matches as 
Wolves manager, rnusl plan 
without an equally important de- 
fender, Neil Emblen, who sus- 
tained a broken collar-bone at 
Birmingham. However, he saw 
much in the FA Cup tie to en- 
courage him, notably the form 
of Bull, whose appointment as 
captain by McGhee now appears 
as shrewd as it was surprising. 

Reading, who visit Leeds, 
have also borrowed a goal- 
keeper. Thmmere's Eric Nixon, 
who is eligible to play. Leeds, ex- 
traordinarily. can call on only 
Rod Wallace and Phil Masinga 
of the seven strikers with whom 


they started the season. Tony 
Yeboah is away with Ghana and 
Brian Deane suspended, while 
Noe! Whelan. David White and 
Jamie Forrester have all been 
sold. 

Lee Chapman, re-signed 
from Ipswich on loan yesterday, 
is cup-tied, which means 
Howard Wilkinson's record 
buy. Tomas Brolin, might even 
get a game. Tbe Leeds manag- 
er left Brolin out at Derby on 
Sunday because he felt" the 
“heated atmosphere" of a cup 
tie would not suit the Swede. 

Arsenal whose run of one 
win in eight games has prompt- 
ed Bruce Rioch to tell his chair- 
man the side needs rebuilding, 
may have David Platt. Steve 


GUY HODGSON 


Roger Stanislaus, a player of 
modest achievement, ensured 
his relative obscurity came to an 
end yesterday when it was re- 
vealed he has become the first 
professional footballer in Eng- 
land to test positive for cocaine. 

The 27-year-old Leyton Ori- 
ent defender has been charged 
with misconduct by the Football 
Association, who regard co- 
caine as performance-enhan- 
cing. and races, if found guilty, 
a punitive and lengthy ban. 

Traces of the drug showed up 
after he was selected for random 


as a matter of the utmost seri- 
ousness. In this case, the test lev- 
el of the sample is thought to be 
performance-enhancing and 
there is dearly a case to answer.” 

The EA, the players’ union 
and drug experts have all taken 
the tine of edu cation and rehab- 
ilitation with inostplayers who 
have failed tests. But, like Chris 
Annstrong of Tottenham, they 
have usually been found to be 
7i rin g cann abis, which has no 
effect on performance. 

Paul Merson, of Arsenal ad- 
mitted- using cocaine, but only 
socially. Jamie Hughes, a Tran- 
mere trainee, was the first per- 
son charged with using . a 


Bould and Dennis Bergkamp testing after the Third Division performance -enhancing drug, 
back for Newcastle’s visit. The match at Barnet on 25 Novem- but he was caught in a tr aining 


Premiership leaders outclassed 
the Gunners last week, bu t re- 
main unconvincing away from 
home. In their first appear- 
ance in the last eight for 20 
years, they may be without 
Robert Lee, who has a sore 
Achilles tendon. 


ber. Stanislaus has 14 days to re- 
quest a persona] hearing. 

“We are looking to deal with 
it as quickly as possible,” Steve 
Double, an FA spokesman, said. 
“Any traces of a performance- 
enhancing drug, particularly 
after a match, must be treated 
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ground test and claimed a drink 
had been spiked. Stanislaus is 
unique in testing positive for co- 
caine immediately after a match. 

David Burton, Orient’s sec- 
retary, said: “The matter is in 
the bands of the FA and we are 
unable to comment.” Asked if 
Stanislaus would continue to 
play until his case comes up, he 
said: “Thai is something we 
have yet to discuss.” 
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Painful blocked sinuses? 

Let double action Sinutab lend a hand. 

Pressure from blocked sinuses can cause severe pain and headaches. Specially formulated Sinutab with its double 
action acts quickly to relieve the pain and ease the congestion. What's more, Sinutab Nigh time will also aid restful sleep. 
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